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FOLLY CXLIX. 

" I SHALL not," said Lord Warton, " trouble 
you with repeating my pedigree, or the 
history of the ancestors from whom 1 4«n 
descended; the many honourable posts 
they have enjoyed wiU prove their nobility, 
and I cannot say I have that profound 
respect for their memory as to suppose a 
circumstantial relation of either their actions 
or pursuits would afford you any entertain* 
ment ; but shall only confine myself to 
what relates to him who has the honour to 
call himself your friend, and only premise, 
that being heir fb a good estate, my ac« 
complishments and perfections were tha 
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object of admiration, in my own family at 
least ; and^ before I was twenty^ was de- 
clared by my relations to be a prodigy of 
wit and understanding ; though to say the 
truth, very little pains had been taken in 
my education, for it was agreed, by both 
masters and preceptor, that too much 
study fatigued the mind, and weakened the 
memory. I had learnt a few words in 
most of the European languages, and even 
could express myself tolerably in some of 
them, and had made the greatest progress 
in French; but my real knowledge was 
very superficial, and I frequently found my- 
self dreadfully at a loss when I most wished 
to shine in company; indeed, to speak 
truly, the only real qualifications I could 
then boast, were, to ride gracefully and ' 
wall, to make a bet with judgment, and 
to be nicely exact in the care and 



management of my stable. My iather, 
anxious to see me a complete fine gentle- 
man^ determined I should go abroad, that 
I might hereafter, as he thought, be a pat- 
tern and example to the rest of the young 
nobility'^-^his partiality combining thus the 
love of his child with zeal for the future 
welfare of his country and its improve- 
ment. When this project was connnunicated 

to tne, I received it with delight, and was 
. ^ 

tmpatient to commence the tour of Europew 
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FOLLY CL. 

*^ As I was to travel incognito^ it was my 
intention to be frugal on the road^ and less 
limited in my expenses when I staid for any 
time in any particular place. I took with 
me only a valet and a footman^ for my 

father thought me old enough to be master 

• ■• 

of my actions, and did not conceive it to 
be at all necessary to incumber me with 
that horrid animal called a tutor, as he 
had ever looked upon them as mere 
pedants, whose continual remonstrances 
weary, without instructing their pupils. 
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FOLLY CLL 

'^ I BEGAN my travels by the way of HoU 
land; and^ as provincial towns could not 
affordany thing worthy of notice^ I con* 
tinned my way without stopping till I came 
to Aoisterdam^ The appearance of this 

city. iS; worthy the capital of a rich re* 

* 

public; but I was much less struck with 
the edifices than with the number and 
diversity of the inhabitants, as there is 
here, as I may say, a sample of the people 
ef^ the different nations of the universe; 
and as it is an undoubted truth, that a 
oontemplative mind< may make himself 
acquainted with the national disposition of 
a whole kingdom, without ever associating 
with the inhabitants, so I formed a perfect 
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and complete idea * of the manners and 
customs of the Hollanders, from the ob- 
servations made from my inn window ; as 
from thence it was easy to observe that 
their dress was of the coarsest^ cheapest 
kind, without either gdd or sihqr lace, and 
that their chief amusement was to walls 
with a pipe in their mouth ; which national 
particolarities convinced me that the Dutch 
are miserable^ arariciousi slovenly^ and Idle^ 



FOLLY CLIL 

*^ Thus acquainted with the national charath 
ter of the men^ I then wished to know sooQe^* 
thing of the general di8f}08ition of the 
women. I happened to mentioa my 
anxiety on this subject to a grave civil 
man^ who came occasionally to inquire 
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4 

after news at the hotel. — He accordingly 
requested that I would accompan/ him 
home for that evening, where I should see 
something worthy my curiosity. Though 
I could not form any very pleasing ideas of 
(he entertainment I should meet with at 
the house of a man whom I had always 
seen enveloped in a cloud of tobacco, yet 
a weariness of myself, and a wish for some- 
thing to do, induced me to go with him. 
We set out and walked thither ; but how 
great was my surprize to see him enter the 
gates of an hotel, the outside of whtfse 
walls were painted in different colours^ 
and within lined with beautiful China tiles, 
according to the custom of the Dutch : 
this he told me was his habitation. We 
traversed a large court-yard full of domes* 
tics, and went up a grand marble staircase 
which led to apartments most superbly 
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furnished, and which contained luxuries 
from every quarter of the globe. The 
exact neatness with which these rooms 
were arranged and kept in order, increased 
the pleasure they gave to the beholder; 
the floors were bright as the looking- 
glasses, and every piece of wood shon6 like 
silver. On perceiving my astonishment: 
^ Young stranger/ said he^ ^ the same 
neatness^ at which you seem so much to 
wonder^ is universal through Holland^ for 
which reason it is generally said, we pass 
half our lives in the care of our furniture.* 
I was going to answer, when he threw open 
the doors of a cabinet full of natural curio-, 
sities, worthy of a sovereign prince, and 
which, to a lover of natural history, would 
have afl^rded hours of entertainment ; but 
as I have neither taste nor judgment in 
that way, I candidly own to you that I was 
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tired to deaths so very long did he keep me 
expatiating on the different rarities it oon* 
t^ned. We quitted it at last^ and he then 
led me towards an apartment I had not yet 
seen. * This,* * said he, * is where I re- 
ceive my company; -but you musty con* 
tinued he> pull off your shoes before you 
enter* it Princes -who do me the honour 
of a visit, are not exempt from this custom, 
and always submit to it, as shoes leave 
marks on the floor/ This custom ap- 
peared, to me so very ridiculous that I could 
scarce keep my countenance'; however, 
both ' the ' Dutchman and myself having 
pulled off our shoes, we entered bare*foated . 
into therooms«> 



»S 
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FOLLY CLIIL 

^* I ]>!]> not repent |n j complaisance, nor 
bestow much attention on the decorations 
of the apartment^ though it exce^ed for 
etegance and beauty all I had yet seen ; but 
I had eyes otAy to gaze op a young perso^ 
who more nearly re^anbied a goddesa tb^ 
any mortal I had ever seen before. Thi9 
at^t of my admiration wap aitting neai? 
%h^ window^ axKl was employed in making 
Itoet vrhich shewed the smallneas and deli-* 
faoy of her hands, and the roundness and 
whiteness of her arms to the greatest ad* 
advantage. When she rose to receive us, I 
was charmed with the elegance of her 
ibrm ; but when she advanced to meet us^ 
and threw herself into the embrace of the 
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fat Dutchman^ calling him her dear papa, 
I envied him the caresses she bestowed on 
him, though her father. My new bo 
quaintance presented me to her^ if not ia 
a polite, at least in a friendly manner, and 
told her, ^ I was a young Englishman^ 
with whom he had lately made an ac- 
quaintance: I told him/ added h^ 
' that I should be glad to see him during; 
his stay in HoUaad, and doubt not \)ut you 
voll be as mueh entertsdned with his con* 
yersation as I am/ I made not any di^* 
culty of assuring the honest Batavian that 
I would accept this permission^ and wait 
on him often. Bat when I endeavoured 
to address the young lady, I was at a loss 
ioF words to express myself, and conscious 
of the very ridiculous figure I made, was 
stall more coafoupded ; and though I could 
ba¥9 «ifihe4 tp p»y a l^ng visiti was glad to 



^ 
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make an escape to my inn, after a very 
short one; and I then learned from my 
landlord, that my new acquaintance was 
one of the richest traders in the United 
Provinces, and likewise one of the States 
General. He had been a widower some 
years, and had only one daughter, whom he 
idolized. * What a strange country is 
this,' returned I, * where there is no dis- 
tinction of dress to render rank con- 
spicuous, but persons of real consequence 
are clothed like the vulgar ?* 



FOLLY CLIV. 

*^ LoYE now detained me at Amsterdam 
much longer than I at first intended stay- 
ing in that city ; I soon gained courage 
and paid frequent visits to my charmer ; 
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but as itiy designs were not what would 
strictly bear the scrutinizing eye of a* 
parent, I always took care- to pay my de* 
voirs at the hour I knew her father to be 
absent; and mdeed^ generally whilst the 
good man: was smoking his pipe quietly io' 
the inn^ I used to alip out of the back- 
door to his house, and never found any 
other difficulty to gain his daughter's apart* 
ment, except from the orders of the housey 
in pulling off my shoes. In my first tite-^ 
d'tSte with the beautiful Hollander^ I re- 
ceived from herall the encouragement a 
lover eould expect, and from which T had a 
right to form the most fluttering hopes r 
she heard me with smiles of approbation, 
and, after a few meetings, when I offered 
to kiss her hand on retiring, she offered 
me her cheek ; till at last, we were oh such 
faihiliar terms, that she qoade no other re« 
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ststanoe to my innocent endearments than, 
a nlodest silence. I therefore grew hold^ 
an4 concluded nothing I could wish for 
would be denied me ; and resolved^ at my 
next visits to make further attempts on a 
virtue^ which I supposed so ready to yield* 
The beautiful girl perceived my design^ and 
disengaging herself from my arrns^ ^ Are 
you/ said she^ ^ ignorant^ that the inno- 
cent favours I have hitherto permitted you^ 
are those which the custom pf this country 
authprise a wom^n to grant to the itian shq 
approves? Be assured^ nothing more ia 
allowed to the most favoured Ipver before 
iparriage ; these are all that will b^ granted 
by me until my Other's approbation gives a 
^nctioifi to my fondness ; and of his par-p 
^aUty towi^rds you there is no reason ta 
doubt/ This spewh^ whidi conveyed 
pretty clearly %n luQfc 9fi weU as a reproof^ 
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was scarce attended to by ipe^ ay it ap*- 

peared much too absurd to supposcj that^ 

one so ready to grant so mucb> should iQ 

truth be very averse to grant more* Thesq 

denials^ therefore, appeared no more thai^ 

form ; in consequence of this idea I ven«% 

tured to proceed to such liberties that th9 

fair one became very seriously offended; 

her eyes lost all that sweet softness I had SQ 

much admired, and sparkled with rage and 

indignation. She repulsed me with the 

most unaffected disdain ; and calling loudly 

for help, the servants came in crowds to 

her assistance. ' Take that wretch/ sai4 

she, ^ and turn him into the street ; it ig 

no more than his deserts, who would eo« 

croach on th^ favours he has received^ and 

ill-treat the daughter of a man who ]ba9 

entertained him with the uti^osjt hpspita* 

Uty / The stupid law^la obeyed her with** 
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out th^ least repugnance, and as I was un^^ 
armed, bad the insolence to strike me as 
they pushed me out of d^on I returned' 
to my inn enraged . at the treatment I • had 
met with, and cursing very sincerely the 
want of politeness and ill-breeding of the 
Dutch women, who are, I bfelieve,- the only 
wonien on earth, who appear less virtuous 
tiiait they really are. . 



EOLLY CLVr. 

^' Amsterdam could not be very agreeable 
to me, after having received so signal an- 
affront, and I chose rather to leave it, than 
run the risk of the rebukes I ' had reason 
to expect. T'shbuld have quitted Holland 

directly, had I' not heard that the Hague 

> 

was a very agteeable residence for strangers, 
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and, in every respect, worthy of my atten- 
tion. I therefore determined to make some 
stay at that rendezvous of the States Ge* 
neral. Ministers, and Foreign Ambassadors 
to the United Provinces, The air of the 
Hague seemed to purify me from the 
grosser particles of the smoke I had con* 
tracted in Amsterdam ; and I no longer 
met so continually those little round, oily^ 
fat people, with faces of stupid serenity. 
The number of foreigners that resort to 
the Hague, seem in some degree to have 
polished the rust of the Dutch, and har« 
monized them in such a manner, that I 
might perhaps have returned from thence 
with a tolerable good opinion of them, had 
it not been for a very disagreeable adven* 

m 

ture which befel me. Ever anxious to 
gain an early knowledge of the manners 
and customs of the inhabitants of the prin« 
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^ipal towQS^ I w^t on the very first even- 
ing of my arrival, to the play at the French 
Theatre, and was astonished to find that a 
troop of comedians, whose language is scarce 
understood, should draw together a much 
greater number of people than the actors 
of their own country. From this prefer- 
ence of the French players, I drew this iq- 
^rence, that the Dutch, however saturnino 
by nature^ yet have their whims and ca-^ 
prices ; and that there are not any people 
to absolutely unpolished as not to be in 
soine degree governed by fashion. W)ien 
I returned to my inn, I ordered supper ia 
my chamber, and wa3 asl^e.d by my land- 
lord, if I did not prefer supping in com-» 
peny. I readily consented, and he intro- 
duced me into a large hall, where was a 

« 

table with above thirty covers. I found 
ijDyself not a little embarrass>ed on being 
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introduced to such a number of strangers, 
1 placed myself by the side of a young 
Dutch man> who had sat near me at the 
play, and we soon entered on the talents of 
the men, and intrigues of the women al 
the theatre. The ladies^ I understood, 
were mostly maintained in a very expen^ 
sive style by the rich merchants : thus I 
found the seven United Provinces had at* 
tained the agreeable failings of politer na« 
tions. This kind of chat enabled me to 
bear with patience the amazing length of 
time we sat at the table. At last the com* 
pany rose, having finished a pipe or two 
apece ; and, as my new acquaintance and 
I retired to our chambers, which were con* 
tiguoos to each other, my companion ob^ 
served, that I seemed melancholy ; but that 
if I wished for amusement, and travelled 
for infbrmatiqn^ be would the uesit day 
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introduce me to a place^ where F should^ 
see assembled most of the principal 
persons of the Hague^ and likewise would 
find it ta be one of the places most worthy 
observatioii of ainy in the republic. I ac« 
cepted this offer with, pleasure^ and looked . 
forward with impatience to the hour wheir* 
the young Dutchman was to fulfil his pro«^ 
misei. 
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^ I ROSE early the next morning and dressed' 
myself with the utmost expedition^ and 
made as^ much noise in my apartment as> 
possible^ in order to give my next dooe 
neighbour an hint tiiat I was awake:; but 
vain were all my indications that I was. 
stirring, he did not rise tillpast teni.. Sur#^ 
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prised to see me ready so early, he laughed 
«t my impetuosity^ and informed roe that 
the hour of meeting was not till evening. 
I was disappointed at this intelligence; 
but the appointed time at last arrived, 
and Lset out with him fully convinced 
that I was to be introduced to some persons 
of fashion, to whose assembly all persona 
of any consequence resorted : nor had I 
any reason to change my opinion on our 
entrance into a large hall, ornamented with 
pictures and glasses, and lighted by a great 
number of wax candles in glass lustres. 
Here an infinite number of persons, not 
very well dressed, were sitting round seve- 
ral small tables, smoking and drinking 
of tea : my friend informed me, we ought 
to do as others did; we therefore sat 
down, and a table was brought to ua 
with a bottle of wine, biscuits, and four 



glasses. I waited in silent attention what 
was to follow; but we had hardly filled 
a glass befdre there came in two young 

girls^ handsomely and elegantly dressed, 

» 

who sat down by us without the least cem« 
mony. I supposed them daughters to the 
nobleman at whose house we were, and 
overwhelmed them with civilities. These 
ladies drank very cheerfully the bumpers 
with which I had the attention to supply 
them, and they frequently smiled on each 
other at the air of respect and . distance 
with which I treated th^m. In a short 
time, one of the two who had least 
attracted my notice, took the Dutchman 
by the hand and led him out of the room, 
and I yms left with her whom I certainly 
should have preferred to her companion^ 
had I presumed I was at liberty to make 
choice of either. I remained ailent for 
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some time after the^ were gone^ which 
being a mystery the fair could not| I sup- 
pose, comprehendi she rose, saying, '^ Since 
they have thought proper to leave us^ let 
us retire to another apartment, and we 
will endeavour to amuse ourselves without 
them/' I was rather surprised at this pro« 
posal to a stranger ; but as I had found 
the beauty at Amsterdam had peculiar 
notions of the toleration of innocent free- 
doms, I knew not but they might likewise 
extend as &r as the Hague, and that my 
person and manner having made an iinpres* 
sion in my favour, she was giving way to 
the impulse of an unsuspidous heart, there* 
fope rose and followed her, congratulating 
myself on my good fortune which had 
SO early repaired the loss of the mistress 
I had left behind me. 
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'* This charmer conducted me through 
several winding passages to a small dark 
chamber, enlightened only by a lamp, and 
the furniture it contained was a miserable 
ragged couch^ three old chairs^ and a broken 
table : this dreadful appearance of poverty 
surprised me exceedingly ; ' yet I reconciled 
it to mysdf by the supposition that her 
intentions were more in my favour than 
I had at first suspected, and that she had 
brought me into the apartment of one of 
the inferior servants, to prevent discovei^y. 
As soon as we entered, she led me towards 
the antiquated couch, and when we both 
sat down on the side of it, I expected it 
to sink beneath our weight. Sh« then 
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turned towards me and attempted to speak, 
but sighed deeply ; tears fell from her eyes, 
at least I suppose so> as she covered her 
face with her handkerchief^ and sobbed 
aloud, which astonished me so much that 
I had scarce power to ask her what was 
the matter. * Must I then/ said she, 
* no longer listen to the voice of virtue ? 
What, alas ! will it not cost me to forget 
my principles ? but were it not for the 
misfortunes I now labour under, I never 
would condescend to yield to this indignity 
from any man/ This discourse, and so 
plain an invitation that she meant the 
kindest compliance, increased my tender- 
ness, and I imputed to modesty, the dis- 
tress which occasioned her tears ; I there- 
fore endeavoured to calm her sorrow, and 
kissed her hands a thousand times, like a 
blockhead, vowing everlasting love. 

VOL. II. c 
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*' My caresaes dried up her tears, and she 
began once moi*e to smile upon me. ^ You 
have conquered,' said she, * .but give 
me immediately a few florins to relieve 
my present distress, and enable me to sup^ 
port a wretched existence.' The asto* 
nishment I was under at this request, 
which at once opened my eyes in regard to 
the quality and profession of my conde^ 
scending beauty, made me hesitate, and 
even deprived me of the power of putting 
my hand in my pocket for my purse. She 
imputed my delay to a very different cause, 
and even construed it into a refusal of her 
request : she rose, therefore, v/ith the look 
of a fury, and in a violent passion, she 



/TASHIOKABLE TOLLIES. 27 

clapped her hands Joudly together several 
times. ^ G>me to my assistance/ she 
cried, * he refuses to pay me/ At these 
words, the whole partition on one side 
of the room fell down with a horrible 
noise ; and two sailor-looking fallows, with 
fierce looks and long knives in their hands, 
came from behind it and advanced towards 
me. * Rash- stranger,* ssdd one of them, 
* are you ignorant that if you are caught 
in Holland endeavouring to seduce our 
females it will cost you your life ? It is true, 
we suffer them to sell their favours to our 
own countrymen ; but when we find stran- 
gers endeavouring to pervert them,' we kill 
fhem without mercy: recommend your- 
self, therefore, to God, for nothing, if you 
are, as I suppose, a Frenchman, can save 
your life.' I protested with the most 

solemn asseverations that I was bora in 

c 1 
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England. ' So much the better for you/ 
returned he, ' on that, consideration we 
will spare your lifcj provided you give up 
your purse, if it is well filled/ I did 
not give them the trouble of repeating 
their offer twice, but prepared to obey 
with the utmost docility ; but turned pale 
as ashes, when, on putting my hand into my 
pocket, I could neither find my watch, 
gold snufF-box of great value, nor even the 
demanded purse, that was to have beefi 
my ransom. 



FOLLY CLIX. 

** I ALWAYS carried, by way-of precaution, 
a pair of pocket pistols, and being now 
furious on finding what a loss t had sus- 
tained^ I drew them out^ and presenting 
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them to the rascals^ I threatened instantly 
to blow their brains out if they did not 
restore what they had taken. I then heard 
another very loud noise, the floor shook 
violently under my feet, and a trap door 
opened, and the two sailors instantly dis- 
appeared. I then turned towards the per- 
fidious wretch who had enticed me to this 
chamber, not doubting but it was her who 
had robbed me, but she was likewise 
decamped, and in the place where stood 
the wretched couch, I now beheld a large 
comer cupboard. Terrified beyond mea- 
sure at these prodigies, I hastened to leave 
a place where I expected every moment 
they would return and murder me; but 
in endeavouring to explore my way through 
the passages by which I came from the 
hall, I heard some persons laugh in an 
adjacent room, and as it was very natural 
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to conclude that I^ after what had befallen 
ftfie, was the subject of their mirth, I was 
so enraged, that, regardless of the conse* 
quence, I g^ve the door a violent kick ; 
it flew directly open, and I discovered my 
Dutch friend sitting with the two sailors 
dividing my spoils.— -Mad at this discovery 
of more vile treachery that I could even have 
suspected human nature to be guilty oi^ 
I precipitately fired both my pistols ; two 
of the villains fell, bathed in blood; whilst 
the third seized the watch, purse^ and 
snuffbox; and running full against a largo 
picture, which bung at the upper end of the 
room, it turned on a pivot, and let him 
through in an instant : I bddly followed^ 
and found myself in a long dark alley, 
but still discerned the robber running 
before me. Sometimes Iwas near attaining 
him, but he having a much better knowt 
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ledge of the way^ the obscurity assisted 
him to elude my pursuit. I followed^ 
however, till I heard a door clap to behind 
me, and found myself alone in an unfre- 
quented street, inhabited only by some of 
the lowest artizans. I asked some of them 
whose was the house I had left, and they 
told me it was called a Musico, being a 
kind of cofice-house, where were to be had 
all kinds of refreshments, and the company 
of very beautiful women besides, but of 
the dangerous kind, who enticed young 
men thither; and the house was full .of 
traps and maeWnes,^which facilitated their 
escape from justice, after the robberies, and 
sometimes murders^ which they had com- 
Initted. 
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FOLLY CLX.' . 

* 

'* I LEFT Holland immediately, fully satis- . 
fied with this specimen of the customs and 
morals of the people at the Hague, and 
iTvith the utmost indignation and abhorrence 
of a country, whose magnificence consists 
only in the decoration of their houses, 
their dress in the most absurd meanness, 
and the commerce of the women, either 
the mere syllabub of sentiment, or the 
gross libertinism of an infamous Musico. 
I took post directly for Germany, ^nd 
resolved not to stop in any but those 
capital towns where an elector resided. 
Proposing to make all possible speed to 
Vienna, I went on ^without stopping, per- 
fectly at my ease, being very comfortably 
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a-bed in my German post chaise ; so that in 
passing an hundred leagues in this manner, 
I slept best part of the way : thus when 
I arrived at Tr^ves^ I scarce conceived I 
could have got half as far. 



FOLLY CLXL 

^' I CONTINUED my way through the an- 
cient city of Treves, which abounds^ I 
have been informed, with monuments of 
antiquity, well worth the observation of 
the curious, but I really did not stop to see 
any of them; for as I was so soon to be 
at Rome, where there were little else to 
be seen, and as I am naturally much of a 
disposition to be easily gratified in such 
particulars, I drove post along the streets ; 

yet could not help reflecting, as I passed, 

c 3 
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that the inhabitants must be either most 
exemplary saints, or very great sinners, as 
I never saw so many churches in a town in 
my life. My postillions stopped, ' and al- 
most insisted upon it that I should examine 
the cathedral, but I was hot easily persuaded 
to give myself so much trouble, and was 
contented with surveying the mere outside 
of this gothic" edifice, which is constructed 
of stones of so extraordinary a size, that 
all the good christians in that part of the 
world believe, that it could not have been 
built by any other person than ' the devil 
himself; which must, doubtless, have been 
at that remarkable period of his life when 
lie was desirous to turn monk. 



\. 
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^^ Though I greatly admired the faith of 
the inhabitants of Treves, I continued my 
way to the gates of Mayence^ where 
I was so fortunate as ta arrive just at the 
time the comedy was going to begin ; — it 
Was a piece, the original of which was 
French, translated into German ; and here 
I was absolutely enchanted with the actress 
who played the principal character; her 
Toice was clear and harmonious, with a 
variety of 'notes which penetrated my very 
soul. Heavens! how beautiful did she 
appear ! I sat with my eyes fixed upon her^ 
and viewed every gesture and motion witK 
exquisite delight. I was placed at the back 

part of the theatre, so beheld my goddess 
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in perspective. After the performance was 
over, I went behind the scenes to pay my 
homage to this beauty, and found her sur- 
rounded by a crowd of admirers; who 
were paying her the most flattering compli- 
ments on her person and talents. It was with 
difllculty I could get near enough to fex- 
press my approbation, and make a speech 
I had studied for the purpose of Intro- 
ducing myself to her acquaintance^; but 
how was I surprised, on my nearer survey, 
to find her so totally different from what 
I bad conceived her to be ! Instead of the 
bewitching graces of youth, I beheld a 
little thin woman, absolutely ugly, and at 
least thirty years of age ; though ten mi« 
nutes before I would have betted an hun- 
dred guineas that she was not more than 
eighteen : I could even discern that her 
seeming fine proportion of shape was the 
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tffect of a most disgusting leanness ; her 
forehead was not higher than the breadth 
of my three fingers^ and her hair would 
hav£ met her eye-brows had she not taken 
great care to pull it up by the roots, which 
left a blackness an inch broad all the wa/N 
round the face: her eyes were as far in 
her head as those of a French barbet :— 
nature had not bestowed on her more 
than half a nose in length ; to make amends 
for which^ she had a mouth four times 
as wide as it ought to have been^ orna- 
mented with lips that would have been 
of a tolerable thickness for a blackamoor.-— 
However^ though my illusion was dissi- 
pated, she was, as I understood^ quite 
the fashion, and I was exactly in the 
humour to do some foolish thing to be 
talked of; therefore, finding she was the 
ton^ I determined^ though I was cured of 
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my passion, to pursue my design. I paid 
my devoirs to her, and finding she under- 
stood a little English, I addressed some 
gallantries to her in that language, which 
made her smile, and had even the assur- 
ance to follow her into her dressing room, 
and assist at her toilette. We were no 
sooner alone than I took out my purse, lit' 
which were fifty loais, and laying it on the 
table, told her, * My landlord at my inn 
had given me a chamber I did not like, and 
if she would provide one for me for that 
liight only, the purse and its contents 
were at her service/ ^ She popketed my 
money, and her scruples, if she had any^ 
and with an air of childish gaiety took hold 
of my arm^ . and permitted me to conduct 
herhomct 
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^* The next morning I quitted her abruptly^ 
tiirew myself into my chaise^ and left 
Mayence without a wish to see any more 
of that city, its custmns, manners^ orinha^ 
bitants. My design was to go on directly 
to Vienna, and I had actually got a few 
leagues on my way thither, when I altered 
my mind, and ordered my postillions to 
turn their horses heads towards Switzer« 
landi for I should have been sorry to have 
been so near that famous country, and not 
have seen at least some part of it ; yet, it 
was neither the natui^l curiosities of the 
mountains, nor yet the singularities of the 
manners and simplicity of the inhabitants 

which awakened my curiosity } but merely. 
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what do you think, Dlllois ? having lately 
read La Kouvelle Heloiie of Rousseau^ I 
was so enraptured with the praises he so * 
liberally bestows on the superior excellence 
of their roots, creams, and fruits, that 
I determined to go and partake of th^n 
myself, and judge of their gardens ^nd 
dairies from my own experience. 



FOLLY CLXIV. 

^^ 1 TRAVELLED alopg the banks of the 
Rhine, famous in history both on account 
of the many battles which have been there 
lost and won, and celebrated also for the: 
beauty of the country through which it 
flows. I had before had a view of its. 
majestic waves, having traversed its bor*^ 

ders in my way to Mayence<, I soon at? 
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tained Switzerland ; but a very terrible 
roadj interspersed with the most frightful 
rocks imagination can conceive, made me 
repent having taken a journey into this 
savage country, I had, however, the cou- 
rage to pursue my resolution, and continue 
my way as far as BAsle, where I arrived 
in a very ill-humour with both postillions 
and' roads ; and, to complete my chagrin^ 
met with an adventure at an inn there^ 
which occasioned me to ciirse the memory 
of the deceased Jean Jaques very sincerely* 
The appearance of BAsle was so very con- 
temptible in itself, that I determined to 
quit it directly, and return back towards 
Vienna, without deigning to^ask a single 
question respecting the inhabitants; but, 
on stopping to change horses^ I ordered 
a couple of njsw laid eggs, which the land- 
lord brought himself, and with the gravity 
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of a judge, expatiated on the excellent 
pasture of the Thirteen Cantons, the 
sweetness of the milk which the cattle 
afforded, the goodness of the poultry in 
this part of the world, and above all, the 
delicious eggs which they produced, allowed 
by all who ever tasted them to be so re- 
markably fine, that he was perfectly con- 
vinced that people in the most distant 
nations of the earth would never eat any. 
other, if these could be conveyed to them. 
Wearied with this nonsense,. I impa- 
tiently demanded what I was to pay for 
the two I had eaten ? Cheap enough 
in all conscience, only a crown of six 
liVres. Astonished at the enormity of 
this demand, I loudly remonstrated with 
him for his extravagant imposition: in- 
stead of abating his charge, he replied 
with the same gravity, and with features 
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perfectly unmoved by all the injurious epi- 
thets I so loudly bestowed on him, that 
since I did not know when I was well 
treated, he would not have less than twelve 
francs for them. I now became so ex- 
ceedingly angry, that I perfectly raved with 
passion ; but that, so far from having the 
least eflfecty induced him to insist on a 
louis d'or for his two eggs. — ' I see plainly^ 
my friend,* said I, ^ that you are in jest, 
but as I am a person of consequence I shall 
not submit to be trifled with, neither am 
I at present in such good humour as to 
mistake absurdity for wit/ ' Sir/ answered 
the pVovokitig rascal, ^ I speak seriously ; 
the eggs are eaten, and I will have he less 
(han a couple of louis for them/ I then 
lost all patience, and began to call him 
thief and scoundrel with great vociferation ; 
he, on his side, continued to double hia 
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demands ; when iny servant hastily enter- 
ing the room to learn the cause of this 
disturbance, clapped his hand upon my 
mouth, — * What are you doing,' said he, 
' my Lord ? if you remonstrate thus much 
longer, you will be ruined/ 



FOLLY CLXV. 



** I PAID no other attention to this advice^ 
than being excessively offended at the inso- 
lence, as I thought it, of the person who 
gave it me, but who, it seems, undersood 
the customs of Switzerland much better 
than his master. I resolved, therefore, in- 
stantly to go to a magistrate, and lay a 
formal complaint before him of the inn- 
keeper's behaviour; fully convinced he 
would be very severely punished for the 
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imposition he attempted to make on a 
stranger. Indeed, I should have contented 
myself with laughing at his demand, have 
thrown him the reasonable price for so 
slight a repast, and, as I had my pistols in 
the chaise, could easily have obliged my 
postillions to drive on ; but I had unfortu- 
nately been prevailed on to alight; and 
from the instant this dispute arose, three 
stable boys stood with spits and pitch-forks 
to prevent my entrance into my carriage^ 
till the matter was settled to their master's 
satisfaction. Enraged still more by this 
usage, I insisted on going to the magistrate 
immediately, to whom my landlord had 
the assurance to follow me with all pos- 
sible effrontery, and seemingly not in the 
least ashamed of his behaviour. 
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^^ Th£ magistrate received us in an hall on 
the ground-floor, dark in itself^ and very 
dirty in appearance^ and his own dress be- 
spoke him ju&t returned from the laborious 
culture of his farm. I briefly informed 
him the cause of my complaint.—-* What 
have you/ said he to my landlord, ' to 
offer in defence of your conduct to this 
stranger ?' * I do not aim at making the 
least excuse/ . returned he, * as I cannot 
conceive he has been ill-treated; I only 

« 

demand of him twenty louis, as the price 
of my eggs which he has eaten.' * Well,' 
said this upright judge, * are you content 
with that sum ? if so, I condemn this gen- 
tleman either to pay it you now, or remain 
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in prison till he has satisfied yon. I am 
sorry/ continued he, addressing himsdf to 
me, ^ to be obfiged to pronounce this 
sentence against you, but it b your own 
£iult ; you should have made an agreement 
with this man for the value of his ef^ 
before you had eaten them ; for it being 
wisely ordained by the laws of this vene- 
rable Republic of the Thirteen Gmtons, 
that each citizen shall be absolute master 
of himself, and all which he possesses, he 
has, therefore, an undoubted right to set a 
value on his own property, according to 
his own estimation of its worth ; and as 
the Swiss in general pique themsdves on 
their probity and honesty, which is part of 
theit national character, it is doing them 
so manifest an injury to suspect them of 
imposition, that, far from suflering such an 
imputation to lessen their demand, they 
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ever, in revenge for the insult, augment 
the price in proportion to the haughtiness 
of the behaviour of the purchaser; by 
which means they are completely revenged 
on those who wrong them by such a sus- 
picion, as they are obliged to take the 
goods at the rate they chuse to dispose of 
them, however dear they may think it ; 
^ve, therefore, this honest man the twenty 
louis, if you do not mean to pass your 
days in prison/ I found it utterly im- 
possible, at the conclusion of this fine 
speech, to hope for any redress ; I, there- 
fore, counted twenty louis on the table, 
the dearest price ever paid for a couple of 
eggs, and most sincerely giving the justice, 
landlord, and every inhabitant of the Thir- 
teen Cantons to the Devil, I got hastily 
into my chaise, and turned my horses 
heads back again towards Vienna. My 
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curiosity sufficiently abated, by the speci- 
men I had received of the peculiar excel- 
lence of their poultry, without the least 
desire to investigate the superiority of their 
fruits and creams, the supposed flavour of 
which first tempted me into such an abo- 
minable country, the bare recollection of 
which will at any time give me the vapours, 
much sooner than one of our November 
fogs in England. ' 



FOLLY^ CLXVIL 

" Those rude rocks and high mountains, 
which had appeared to me so very fatiguing 
to Ascend in my way to Switzerland, seemed 
no longer a toil to climb, or dangerous to. 
descend, when they were to facilitate my 
escape from that detestable country. I 

VOL. II. ]> 
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entered Munich in the middle of the 
night, and, as the theatre had been shut 
some hours, I was, consequently, obliged 
to defer any observations on this place till 
the next day. I slept in an exceeding 
good bed, did not wake till noon, and then 
took a walk into the town, returned to 
dinner at my inn, and afterwards waited 
with the utmost impatience for the hour 
that the comedy was to begin. . A com- 
pany of French players were at that time 
at Munich; they played comic operas 
four times in the week, and, on the other 
two nights, some old-fashioned tragedies, 
which no one ever attended to but the 
common people. I was so fortunate as to 
have it opera-night when I was there, 
which gave me a kind of foretaste of the 
pleasures of Paris. The company were so 
very numerous I could scarce get a seat, 
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though I went early : both the ladies and 
gentlemen were perfectly well dresssd, and, 
from this proof of their taste and affluence, 
I concluded that the inhabitants of Munich 
are persons of understanding, and that 
great encouragement is given by them to 
the arts and sciences. 



\ 
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«* Munich is well built, but so ill fortified, 
that it must ever fall a sacrifice to every 
belligerent power that besieges it; and 
there is not a coquet in all France that has 
beeq oftener taken, retaken, and aban- 
doned by turns, than this city. It is the 
capital of Bavaria, and tlie residence of an 
Elector. The Electoral-palace is of con- 
siderable extent; and I was struck with 

]>2 
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the beauty and regularity of its outward ap- 
pearance, that, in spite of the hatred I ever 
possessed of the dull method of going to view 
magnificent apartments, and fine pictures, 
I fancied this edifice worth seeing, and 
determined to give myself the trouble of 
walking over it. — The Elector/ who built 
it was doubtless a man of intrigue, as there 
are a great number of galleries built on 
arches, which terminate in the houses of 
private persons, whom, by this means, he 
can visit incognito as often as he pleases. 
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^^ In passing through the apartments of 
this superb pal&ce, I was accosted by a 
gentleman, from the magnificence of whose 
dress, and the respect paid him by the 
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officers of the court, I judged was a man 
of the first distinction. After some con- 
versation on different subjects, * You are 
a stranger, I perceive,' said he, * will you 
do me the favour to partake of a small 
entertainment in the German style ?' I 
hesitated not to accept so polite an offer, 
and followed my new acquaintance into a 
tavern, where I was infinitely surprised to 
find the collation I expected to partake of, 
limited to about thirty bottles of wine, ' 
• which were set out ready for our reception, 
* Come,* cried my conductor, when he saw 
them, ^ this is a noble sight ; now let us 
drink till we lose the power, but not the 
inclination, to drink more.' When he 
uttered these words, joy flashed from his 
eyes, and a face, already fiery- red, and 
pimpled in the highest degree, became of 
the deepest crimson: — he then filled a 
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bumper in a glass which held at least a 
pint, and putting it first to his lips, and 
then into my. hand, he absolutely obliged 
me to swallow it at one draught :-— he then 
filled it for himself, and drank it in an 
instant. By his beginning in so furious a 
manner, I was induced to hope that the 
fumes of the wine would soon inebriate my 
companion, and enable me to leave him ; 
but vain were my hopes; — so far from being 
intoxicated, he had scarcely begap what hfe 
called drinking, before I had more, than 
enough ; and we drank each other's health 
so often, having but one glass between us, 
which is one of the polite customs of la, 
German tavern, that I entirely lost my 
senses, and fell under the table. How long 
I remained there, or what became of my 
companion, I know not; for one of my 
servants, who had followed us, had me 
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carried to the inn where I lodged ; and, on 
coming to myself the next day, I found 
myself in bed, dreadfully bruised, my head 
so heavy and stupid, that it was three days 
before I was able to go out ; yet perfectly 
divested of every wish ever to partake again 
of a German entertainment. 



FOLLY CLXX. 

'^ As soon as I was able to bear travelling, 
I pursued my way post to Vienna ; but 
when I arrived there, could hardly believe 
that I was in the capital of Germany ; for 
were it not for the suburbs, it would not 
appear better than a provincial town. Vi« 
enna seemed to afford so little entertain- 
ment, that, had I not thought it absolutely 
right to have it to say, on my return home, 
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that I had resided there some time, 1 
should have quitted it directly, without 
the least regret ; and I even put a very dis- 
agreeable restraint upon my inclination, by 
my strict adherence to the invariable rule I 
made on my first setting out on my tour, 
to pass hastily through small towns and 
villages, and to lengthen my stay in all 
principal cities, where I could meet with 
company, pleasure, and dissipation. When 
I went to the banker on whom my bills of 
exchange were drawn, I found him a 
polite, well-bred man, and he earnestly re- 
quested me to frequent his house of an 
evening, during my stay, where, he assured 
me, I should meet the most agreeable and 
entertaining society that part of the world 
could afford. There needed but little 
intreaty to induce me to accept his ofFer^^ 
as I knew him to be a person of consider- 
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able consequence in his wa/, banker to the 
court, and visited by persons of distinction. 
In the brilliant circle of this evening as- 
sembly, I soon distinguished a very pretty 
woman, a Baroness^ who had been a widow 
nearly a twelvemonth. I paid my court to 
' her with the most perfect assiduity and 
attention, and endeavoured, by every me* 
thod in my power, to improve my acquaint* 
ance with her. She observed the knpres- 
sion her charms had made, and did not 
seem displeased with her conquests One 
evening she suffered me to conduct her 
home, and I availed myself of this oppor- 
tunity to discovar my sentiments, and plead 
my passion so successfully, that I obtained 
permission to wait on her at her own 
house. Here I was each day more favour- 
ably received, till at length st|^ acknow- 
ledged her affection for me ; yet she would 

j2 a 
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often interrupt the most animating con- 
versation^ to prove the undisputed nobility 
of her ancestors ; and it wa^ very easy to 
perceive that my rank in life was a strong 
argument for my favourable reception. 
One day the beautiful German received me 
with such bewitching sweetness and appa- 
rent sensibility, that I threw myself on 
my knees before her : after she had desired 
me to rise, she walked from me with great 
dignity, and rung the belL — ^When the 
servant entered; ^ Bring hither immedi- 
ately/ said «Jie, * the large iron casket 
from* the table in my closet, I want it di- 
rectly : it contains,' continued she, address- 
ing herself to me, * my Lord, all the re- 
cords and archives respecting .my condition 
and family/ 
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*^ I WAITED in silence the result of this 
mysterious behaviour, which appeared to 
me to be perfectly incomprehensible. The 
precious casket soon made its appearance ; 
it was fastened by several padlocks : tixe 
Baroness made a sign for the servant to 
withdraw; — he was no sooner gone, than 
she proceeded to open all the locks with a 
small key, curiously fastened to her girdle, 
and displayed a prodigious quantity of old 
parchments * Behold,* said she, * the re- 
cords of my femily, from the first founda- 
tion of the German Empire — give your- 
self the trouble to read my pedigree,, and 
it will prove the truth of my assertion, — 
whilst seventeen quarters in my arms, at 
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once prove both the antiquity and nobility 
of my ancestors. Now, my Lord, shew 
me your titles and archives of your house; 
and if your birth is equal in every respect 
to my oWn, I am ready to give you every 
proof of my affection ; but it can only be 
on that condition, since I should expire 
with confusion were I to discover that I 

« 

had submitted to the frightful indignity of 
receiving to my arms a man of no rank;^ or 
even a peer newly created/ 
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^^ Whilst the lady was thus declaiming 
with all the pride of birth, it was with 
great difRculty I could suppress my incli- 
nation to laugh. I humbly represented to 
her, that it was absolutely impossible I 
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could produce to her my genealogy, as 
travellers did not, in general, incumber 
themselves with records and pedigrees, and 
that my love was much too impatient to 
wait till they could be sent for from Eng- 
land: — that what ladies, in general, ex- 
pected from their lovers, were secrecy and 
fidelity, virtues by no means comprised in 
the letters-patent of nobility; and that 
this extreme niceness on such a subject, 
was not shewn by the greatest ladies, either 
of the French or English court, as it was 
the heart alone th^t was to* be Consulted in 
such an attachment. Vain were my plead- 
ings — she remained inexorable, and saw 
me act every extravagance of a fool and 
madman, with the utmost composure; — 
Vexed to the soul at finding I had not any 
more influence over her, but that pride 
made her fear it was derogatory from the 
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grandeur of her origin^ to listen to the 
dictates of love, without the most con- 
vincing proof of my dignity, — I retired ex- 
tremely enraged, and resolved not only to 
abandon the proud Baroness, but fearing 
the other ladies of Germany might be 
equally absurd, and expect no man to make 
love to them without a certificate from the 
herald's office, I left Vienna and hastened 
to climb the Alps. 



FOLLY CLXXIIL 

«< I DESCENDED iuto the Milanese, fatigued 
to death with the slow pace the horses had 
been obliged to go in so mountainous a 
country: but the air of Italy seemed to 
give me new life, and I reflected with plea- 
sure> that I should no longer associate with 
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the phlegmatic/ ceremonious Germans^ but 
with the lively petulance of the Italians. 
Arrived at Milan, I eagerly inquired what 
was most worthy my observation in that 
city ? They immediately entered into a long 
detail of the beauty of a great number of 
superb edifices^ and amongst the rest^ a 
cathedral built, they told me, of marble of 
different colours, not yet finished, orna- 
mented with statues, which have immor« 
talized the name of the first artists in Italy. 
As these were trifles I never attended to, 
and if they really are what it is desirable 
for a man to be acquainted with, he may 
read an account of them, after his return 
to England, much more accurate than he 
can give ; and in much less time than he 
can see them. I therefore inquired the 
time the opera was to begin, and went that 
evening to the theatre, I had heard such 
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praises of the performers of Italy, that I 
expected to be quite enchanted ; but so far 
from being entertained, I was quite tired be- 
fore the second act was finished ; and except a 
few airs, T thought it the most detestable per- 
formance at which I had ever been pre- 
sent. — All the persons, however, near 
whom I sat, affected infinite pleasure, and 
were hoarse with calling out bravo !* bravis- 
simo ! whilst I kept a profound and con^ 
temptuous silence; and it was with the 
greatest difficulty I kept from, sleeping. 
When it was over, — weary to death, and 
my ears aching with the fatigue of listening 
to the warbling quavers of a set of eflfemi- 
nate wretches, metamorphosed into kings, 
heroes, and conquerors, — I rose from my 
seat, and said aloud in English, which I did 
not suppose any > one there understood^ 
* What cursed music it is ! — well worth the 
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trouble, truly, to come so far to hear such 
a jargon of sounds !' When I had ut- 
tered these words, a man, muffled in a long 
cloak, looked at me in a very particular 
manner ; and I learnt afterwards, that he 
perfectly understood the sense of my ex- 
clamation. This person followed me out, 
and walked behind me a few pqces, till we 
came into an unfrequented street, when he 
suddenly drew a poniard, and stabbed ine 
in the back in two or three places, telling 
me at, the same time, he gave it me to 
cure the defect in my ears. This new 
method of teaching music, was so dex- 
terously applied, and by so masterly a hand, 
that I had not time to parry the blow, but 
fell senseless at his feet. When I came to 
myself, my groans drew the attention of 
some humane persons who carried me to 
the nearest inn, which proved to be that 
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from which I came. When I was able, I 
related to my host the accident which had 
befallen me ; but when he heard the pro- 
vocation I liad given by my soliloquy, 
he assured me I had got pfF cheaply. 
* What !* said he, ^ did not you know that 
the Italians are equally jealous of their 
music and their wives ? with only this dif- 
ferencci that they stab you for not liking 
the.one, or for being too fond of the other.* 



FOLLY CLXXIV^ 

*^ As I travelled both for amusement and 
instruction, you will please to observe, that 
I made frequent excursions from the direct 
road, and looked upon an hundred leagues, 
more or less, as a trifle : for instance, when 
I left Vienna, the direct road into Italy 
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was to have gone from thence to Venice, 
instead of which I went to Milan ; but, 
when my wounds were healed^ I bid an 
eternal adieu to that city, without making 
my second appearance at the opera ; and 
though my principal wish was to get to 
Rome, yet I could not prevail on myself to 
proceed thither, till I had seen Venice, 
This famous city is doubtless a singular 
and wonderful object. It has all the ap« 
pearance of a city risen from the bosom of 
the ocean, whilst the tops of palaces, and * 
sjnres of churches, intermingled with sails 
and masts of ships, added to canals formed 
into streets, with a kind of quay on each 
side, make altogether, a variety not to be 
equalled in any. other part of the world ; 
whilst the gondolas are ready to carry 
you wherever you please. When I arrived 
at Venice, the city wore the appearance of 



68 FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 

an universal masquerade : — the streets, and 
all the small boats which covered the 
canals, were full of persons in mas^. I 
inquired, with some degree of astonish- 
ment, the meaning of this general dis- 
guise. ' You must know/ said the 
master of the hotel, * that it is now the time 
of the carnival, which lasts much longer 
here than in other places ; and we celebrate 
it with the most extravagant mirth : — this 
delirium extends even to our senators, who 
are the gravest and wisest heads in * the 
Republic: — but if you wish for amuse- 
ment, put on a mask and look like the 
rest.' I determined to follow the advice 
of my host, and, after taking some refresh- 
ment, and being properly equipped with a 
domino and mask, I mixed with the joyous 
crowd. 
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** Scarce had I began my work amidst 
the grotesque figures, which surrounded 
me, when I met with a lady, whose fine 
shape attracted my notice: as I looked 
earnestly upon her, she stopped and sur- 
veyed me in her turn, with great attention ; 
from this behaviour I had reason to think 
she was not displeased with my person, and 
resolved to follow her ; — when she found 
that I pursued, she looked back several 
times, in a manner not very discouraging 
to a stranger, and which induced me to 
hope my adventure would prove agree- 
able: — venturing therefore to approach .the 
. ^ - ■ 

disguised nymph, ' Permit me,* said jl, 
* the honour of being your cavaliere xr- 
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vante for the evening ?' She made some 
little difficulty to accept the ofier of my 
arm, but at length condescended to take it ; 
and to add to my felicity, she soon gave me 
to understand she knew the meaning of a 
few English words, which enabled me the 
better to express my passion. Her answers 
were short, but interrupted by frequent 
Bighs more flattering to a lover than the 
most eloquent discourse. Enchanted with 
her sweetness and affability, I every mo- 
ment kissed her hand, or rather glove, 
which she seemed to abandon without re- 
luctance to me. We walked a great pace, 
for so delicate ^ lady ; and though I used 
my utmost persuasion, to prevail on her to 
sit down, and take off her mask, she made 
not any other answer than that it was 
not yet time, and if I really ^wished to 
know who she was, I must have patience. 
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We went into the theatre, at the size and 
height of which I was quite astonished. 
The opera was a new one; but as every 
person who attended the representation 
was in mask, I cannot say the audience 
very strictly adhered to the exact rule of 
decency in their deportment. 
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** We left the theatre before the end of 
the piece, when she conducted me into a 
gondola. After rowing some time the 
gondoliers stopped, and my fair conduc- 
tress took me with her into a superb 
palace, where were a great number of 
tables, covered with heaps of gold and 
silver, and surrounded by a crowd of ad- 
venturers. ^ Doubtless,' said, the mask. 
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* you must have heard of the high play of 
the Venetians during the carnival ; this is 
one of the principal places consecrated to 
gaming, frequented by all ranks of people : 
here the haughty noble condescends to 
forget the dignity he is at other times so 
tenacious of, and associates v^ith the mean- 
est citizen ; the consequence of which is, 
the money of both mingles generally in one 
purse^ and" most 'commonly, it is that of 

I 

the illustrissimo which is left empty.* 
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*' As she ended these words, she approached 
one pf the tables, drew out a few pieces of 
gold, set it on a single card, and lost it 
directly with the greatest ease and good 
humour. I had a strong inclination to try 
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my fortune likewise, but she would not 
permit it. ^ Come,* said she, laughing, 
^ we are in a dangerous place, fet us go, 
lest my stay here should prove your ruin, 
for if you are once seduced to play, you 
are most probably undone.* We again 
embarked in our gondola, which in a short 
time stopped before the door of a tavern, 
of a very miserable appearance, into which 
the nymph, to my great surprize, entered, 
without the least hesitation. I had now 
certainly every reason to rely on the favour- 
able intentions t)f the lady ; and we had no 
sooner entered a room, than I had the pre- 
sumption to take off her mask, without any 
great degre6 of ceremony : but what 
words can express my astonishment, when 
I beheld a black beard, which plainly indi- 
cated the disguised fair one to be one of 
my own sex ? 

VOL. II B 
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^^ My confusion equalled my astonishment, 

which was increased by the loud laughter 

> of the person who had thus imposed on 

my credulity ; and I felt my situation so 

' truly ridiculous, that I was enraged to the 
. highest degree. * Excuse my mirth/ said 
my companion, ^ and do not be offended at 
an innocent pleasantry : I havedisappointed 
many others in the same manner.— -^I am a 
senator, and one of the noblest in Venice,, 
yet that does not prevent me, at this time 

' of universal, dissipation, from enjoying a 
frolic;— this of to night has afforded me 
great entertainment : comfort yourself, 
therefore, for the loss of your mistress, by 
having attained a friend who may be of 
service to you during your stay here.' 
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"^^ I NOW informed the senator of my name, 

quality, and country : — the pleasure he had 

appeared to receive from my conversation^ 

seemed to be augmented by this intelli* 

gence« ' I am rejoiced/ said he, ' that I 

was so fortunate as to meet with you :— I 

insist on your going home to supper with 

me this evening, and I will introduce you 

to my wife/ Whilst I returned him 

thanks for his politeness, and assured him 

that I should with pleasure accept his invi-» 

tation, he pulled off his disguise^ and I 

beheld a little, thin, grey-headed man, who 

conducted me to another gondola, and we 

soon after arrived at his palace. As we 

entered, a great number of domestics met 

s 2 
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US with lights, and walked before us to the 
apartment of his lady, with whose beauty I 
became captivated at first sight. She was 
tall, her complexion exquisitely fair, 
her eyes, large, black, and full of fire, 
expressive both of dignity and sweetness, 
and her graceful air and majestic deport- 
ment would have done honour to royalty 
itself. The noble Venetian presented me 
to her in the most obliging manner, and 
expatiated on my family and merit as if he 
Bad known me from my infancy. An ele- 
gant supper was soon after served up, and 
I was placed opposite to the fair Signora, 
and the contemplation of her charms were 
the most luxurious part of the entertain- 
ment. — The story of ourevening'sadventure 
diverted her extremely; but suddenly 
assuming an air of the most serious gra- 
vity, ^ It is not in the least astonishing,* 
said she, ^ that your lordship should be in- 
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duced to believe you had met with a wo- 
man disposed at once to listen to your 
addresses, — since we every day see the 
most shocking instances of wives who 
violate their marriage vow without the least 
scruple. As to being false to a lover, that^ 
indeed^ I might readily excuse, but faithless 
to a husband 1 I shudder at the very idea 
of such a crime.' Whilst the beautiful 
creature exclaimed thus her abhorrence of 
inconstancy to the great comfort and satis- 
faction^ I doubt not^ of her husband, she 
ogled me, unseen by him, in the most ex* 
pressive manner. J did not retire till very, 
late, when the obliging senator ordered a 
tervant 'to attend me, and forced me to 
accept his own gondola, in whkh I returned 
to my hotel, and found my landlord sur- 
prized at, and my servants under great 
anxiety on account of my long absence. 
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^ With my mind wholly employed in 
retracing the eharms of the beautiful Vene- 
tian, I passed a sleepless night, and rose 

» 

very early in the morning, and went out, 
with an intention to amuse myself, in hopes 
to dissipate those ideas, which could only 
serve to render me miserable if I persisted 
to indulge them. I put on the same do- 
mino and mask that I had worn the even- 
ing before : — when I had walked for some 
^me, I felt somebody tap me on the 
shoulder^ and turning hastily I saw behind 
me a gondolier, remarkably neat in his 
dress, leaning, on his oar, which was 
painted with a variety of colours. I was 
going to inquire his business, but he pre* 



• • 
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Tented me, by saying, ' By your air, I am 

» 

convinced I speak to Lord Warton.' I ac- 
knowledged he did so. ^ Here, then,' said 
be, ' is a billet I have orders to deliver into 
your own hand-^read it, and you will find^ 
that the ladies of this country are not very 
cruel to strangers, and only require in re- 
turn for their favours, secrecy and discre- 
tion/ I hastily opened the note and read 
these, words : 

^' ' Y6urlordship*smeritha8gainedacom- 
jdete victory over an heart not unworthy 
your .attachment. I have a thousand 
things to communicate to you, which you 

will not be displeased to hear ; come, then, 

« • 

in %he cool of the evening, into the same 
street where you have now mef with the 
gondolier, who shall cotiduct you to me.' 



80 FASHIOflTABLE POLICIES. 

*' I promised faithfully to be at the place 
appointed^ and to ii^duce the gondolier to 
be punctual, I presented him with a few 
pieces of gold. — My generosity redoubled 
his good humour ; be quitted hie singing, 
and left me not less satisfied. As soon as 
I regained my inn, I ascended to my 
chamber, and entered in my common- 
place book^ that Venice waa landoubteiify 
the most agreeable city in the xmivetse^ 
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^^ It waa acarce dark, when I hastened to 
{By assignation: the gondolier approached 
me immediately, singing, and beckoned mei 
to cope into his vessel, and when I waa 
seated^ rowed away hastily from the shore,, 
continuing his song. But though the rower 
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was both strong and robust^ it was late at 
night when we stopped before a villa, on 
the shore of the gulph, which appearedj 
as well as I could judge of it by the faint 
light of the stars, to be large and elegant. 
My gondolier now set me on shore^ and^ 
after infornaing me he would return and 
fetch me at break of day, he directed me 
to go straight forward to a little door^ 
where I found an old woman, who took 
me by the hand, and desired me to follow 
her. We traversed, in utter darkne^, a 
court yard and several large apartments ; 
she then open a closet, put me into it, and 
retired, leaving me still in obscurity. After 
waiting some time, I became very impatient; 
at last my conductress returned, and took 
me into a chamber, most splendidly illu- 
minated ; the door of which being opened 

on a sudden, my eyes were dazzled with 

B 3 
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the number of lights, and richness of the 
furniture ; but I no longer paid any atten- 
tion to this magnificence, when I saw 
advance towards me a tall woman, whose 
easy shape and majestic air, though covered 
with a teng veil, attracted all my admira- 
tion. This I doubted not was the beautiful 
creature who had so ingenuously confessed 
herself py captive. The lady sat down on 
a sofa ; and, having made a sign for me 
to sit by her,^ she threw* back her veil,- and 

discovered^ to my inexpressible jOy, the 

« - 

beautiful Signora> the virtuout wife of the 
old- senator. 



I 
I 
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4<i 



* Thb pleasure which was visible in my 
countenance, seemed to give new animation 
to the eyes of the lovely Venetian ; and- 
whilst I passionately thanked her, for this 
mark of her favour, she addressed herself 
to me in the following manner : * The step 
I have taken tnust sufficiently prove to you 
the present state of my heart ; — yet^ it* 
may be necessary, perhaps, to apologize to 
an Englishman for a deviation from that 
delicacy, which is more strictly observed 
by the ladies in his own country. The 
women of uu* nation go great lengths 4a . 
love in a short time, but the reason is 
obvious; the contihuai restraint we are 
unuer^ obliges ub to renounce thuse iiule 
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douceursy which may be properly called the 
preludes to affection, and give the women, 
in happier countries, tinie to capitulate, and 
surrender in form : — here, it is impossible 
to improve friendship into love; we, there- 
fore, b^gin with the latter; and this is 
all our wise husbands gain by their jealousy 
and precaution ; — and thus they absolutely 
advance the misfortune they endeavour ta 
prevent, and render us more condescending 
to the addresses of our lovers. The Italians 
look upofl their wifes as beings incapable 
of reason sufficient to conduct themselves 
properly ; and their suspicions will carry 
them so fai*, that a man who behaves with 
any extraordinary politeness, even to a 
woman who is a stranger, runs .a certain 
risque of being assassinated, either by hei' 
husband or her lover; and, believe m^ 
it was from the most unacoountaUe caprice 
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of a moment that my husband brought 
you that evening into my apartment^ as 
you are the first man he has suffered me 
to converse with since I became his wife> 
my own family not excepted. Is it not 
justj then/ continued she^ with a bewitching 
smile^ ^ that we should dare sometimes to 
throw of a* restraint thus imposed upon 
us^ and follow the dictates of our owa 
heart, which cannot but revolt at the idea 
of so servile a chain^ and Uds us revenge 
the contemptible opinion they entertain 
ef our honour and our intelleots i* 
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^ Thb lady hesitated as she pronounoed 
the^ last words ; I threw myself at her 
£eet^ and was about to declare my pafr» 
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sion, when I was interrupted by a noise^ 
which filled us both with extreme alarm, 
and seemed to be caused by the footsteps 
of several persons coming towards the 
room where we were. In a few minutes 
after we heard the door in the anti-chamber 
burst open, as if by violence. ^ Heaven 
have mercy on us T cried th^ terrified 
beauty^ • this is our last moment, for I 
hear my husband's voice.' On hearing 
these words, I should most certainly have 
endeavoured to leap out of the window^ 
and not have* made the least scruple tohave 
left the lady to settle matters with her 
husband in the best manner she was able, 
but I had only time, trembling and agitated! 
as I was, to draw out my pistols, before 
tlie room door flew ojK^nj and ih6< old 
senator entered, with^ a pon*jird in his 
hand,^> followed by a crowd of domestics 
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armed. I saw my danger, and^ there not 
being any time to be lost, I attempted to 
fire,, but unfortunately both my pistolir 
flashed in- the pan, which gave the ser- 
vants an ppportunity to* disarm' and bind 
mej whilst the furious old man, going to 
his wife> who had sunk, fainting on the 
sofaj plunged' his dagger several times 
into her bosom : — she gave a loud scream; 
and sunk, down lifelessr 
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^ This barbarity to a. woman whom he 
loved, was sufiu*ient to convii<ce m^ that 
I had not any , clemency: to exjject ; andy 
shocked as 1 was at the death of the lacly, 
I must own, I was under i^reat^ a( j-re- 
heus>ons for ni) self. • Wrtich/ said ihe 
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Venetian, addressing himself to me, ^ thou 
who hast dared to meditate my dishonour^ 
in return for the confidence I placed in you, 
by introducing you to my wife, prepare 
for death, and know that I observed that 
very evening the glances which passed 
between you and that perfidious creature 
who lies dead before you. They were such 
as too plainly proved the intended crime^ 
but I then dissembled my rage, and to 
segure my revenge, employed spies, who 
have faithfully served me/ Having ended 
these words, he rais^ his poniard, and 
was going to plunge it into my heart, but 
recollecting himself, * No,' said he, * F 
will not contaminate my hand, by shedding 
the blood of one. unworthy of so noble 
a death, rather, let us,* said he, turning to 
his valets, * invent some new kind of 
punishment to gratify my revenge 5 there- 
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fore, each of you, in turn, speak what you 
think he merits. Having received this 
permission, the rascals willing to shew 
their zeal for their master, proceeded to 
give their separate opinions. One pro* 
posed that I should have my tongue slit i 
another to cut of my nose and ears ; and 
« third, rather more merciful than the 
oifaersi wat for hanging me directly* I 
leave you to guess, my dear Marquis, how 
agreeably I must be entertained all this 
time, whilst they were thus inventing new 
devices to torment me. At last, ' Gro,' 
said the senator, ^ fetch hither a sack ; I 
have foundlout a method which will deprive 
him of life, and prevent our being troubled 
how to dispose of the body/ The sack 
was brought, and they forced me into^it, 
inflexible to my prayers, ind deaf .to my 
intreaties; they then tied it fast round 
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the top, and the strongest of them, by the 
order of his master, took it on his shouU 
ders, and carried me a cbnsiderable way^ 
till at last I heard a voice, which said, * This^ 
is the deepest part of the gulf, throw 
down your> load here.' At these words, 
I felt myself precipitated with violence into 
Ihe sea j enveloped in the sack. I soon after 
lost my senseS) and probably sunk.to tha; 
bottom. 



FOLLY CLXXXV. 

^ Thus certainly would have ended both* 
ray life and my travels, and I-should never 
have had the pleasuf e of relating, nor you 
tha satisfaction of listening to my recital^ 
had not a iisherman chanced \ to have let 
^Qwa his. nets there, and a& fortunatelj^ 
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come ju^t at that time to take them up, 
when finding them heavy, he doubted not 
but he had taken a surprising quantity of 
fish; but was much disappointed on bring- 
ing it to shore, to find only a packet of 
coarse cloth. He determined, however, to 
take it home to his cabin, which was at 
some little distance, there to examine what 
it contained : but he and his fkmily were 
equally shocked and disappointed at finding 
only the body of a dead man.-— Beings 
however, persons of humanity, they sur- 
veyed it accurately, in hopes there might 
remain some signs of life, and at last dts-* 
covered near the heart a latent warmth^ 
which made them hope they might be able 
to restore a fellow creature once more to 
the world. Their charitable endeavours 
succeeded^ in bringing me back to my 
senses, and they took such care of me^ 
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that in some hours I was perfectly recovered, 
but not chusing to communicate to them 
the truth of my adventure, I only told 
them, that I had met with thieves, who, 
after robbing me of some valuable jewels, 
and being unable to find my purse,, they 
tied me in a sack, and threw me into 
the sea/ When I left the cabin of the 
fitherman, I made him a present of my 
purse, and the honest , man, when it was 
night, conducted me in his boat safe to my 
hotel, when I immediately quitted Venice 
without seeing any one of its curiosities^ 
exqept the did senator* 



"\ 
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^^ I xow went direcdy to Horencc. As 
90on as I came into the inn, a man was 
introduced to me, whose employment it 
was to shew strangers all that was most 
curious in that city, and accompany persons, 
for a trifling sum, to whatever is worthy 
their observation. These persons gene- 
rally understand all the European languages, 
are to be met with all over Italy, and are 
very useful* The first thing I desired to 
see was, the famous antique statue of the 
celebrated Fisims de Medicis, of which 
I had heard so much : — it is in the palace 
of the Grand Duke, i^nd is^ it must becon* 
fessed, the representation of a very beau- 
tiful fem^e figure; aivl herriimba BO W:ell 
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proportioned, that one would rather sup- 
pose it the work of imagination in the 
sculptor, than a figure taken from real 
life, unless we are at liberty to believe, that 
the ladies are much degenerated since 
the days of Phidias and Praxiteles. Whilst 
my conductor was giving me the Ijistory 
of this statue, I observed a man gazing on 
it with uncommon delight. When I had 
shewn him to the Italian, ^ that,' said he, 
^you must understand, is one of the 
many lovers of our marble Venus* You 
laugh, I see, and do not believe me, but 
be assured, that some of our Florentines 
have actually become enamoured of this 
figure, to their misfortune; as the chaste 
Lucretia herself could not treat them with 
more coldness^ or remain more rigorously 
virtuous; nevertheless, many of them will 
pass whole days in gazing . on her, while 
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others address her in the most tender and 
elegant verses, to all which she is equally 
uisensible/ 
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^* Though it appeared plainly to me that 
the lively Italian greatly exaggerated the 
folly of his countrymen, yet the very idea 
was laughable. J shall not pretend to give 
you a description of all the rarities of art 
and nature contained in the gallery of the 
Grand Duke ; suffice it to say, . that they 
are such as have cost immense sumsj 
which, in my opinion, mights have been 
better bestowed : nor shall I endeavour to 
give you a detail of the statues I was 
obliged to admire, or the number of 
churches I was forced against my will to 
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see. It was insisted, hovyever, by my 
Cicerone, that I should enter the library, in 
which it is said there are a great number 
of valuable manuscripts. The only obiser- 
vation I shall make on this subject is a very 
short one, which rs, * that if there are, 
they had much better be published to the 
world than let them remain there useless* 
Indeed, a large library serves not any other 
purpose than to mortify the ignorant, by 
shewing them what they might have 
known ; and great scholars the very littlfe 
share of knowledge they have been able 
to acquire. As we were returning home, 
we were stopped by a very great crowd, 
who seemed to be assembled to see some 
extraordinary sight. Before I had time to 
enquire the reason, we perceived a great 
number of coaches at a distance, drawn 
by horses, richly harnessed, See. ixc. &c. 



tlitf GSrriages were ^lecf with ladies and 
gentteoleny degahfly dressed^ and the 
sAileff of' mirth acnd good humour, which 
enlivened their countenances, seemed to 
proclaim their satisfaction, and indicate 
that they were going to celebrate some 
joyffus festival. * \^hat/ said I, * is the 
meaning of this numerous and splendid 
{iroce^sion ? Is it the entry of an ambas- : 
sador ?^ ^ So fiir from it/ said the Floren* 
tine, ' it is the exit of a young wo^an 
gbing to take the veil/ 
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^ This answer was a very uneicpected one, 
flos I had ever look^ upon a young woman 
thus situated, as a victim whom the cruelty 
or avarice of her parents had reduced to 

VOL. ZI. 9 
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submit to a dreadful imprisonment for 
life : and I could not .reconcile an idea so 
very opposite with the apparent mirthr of 
the joyous troop before me. " You are^ I 
perceive, absolutely incredulous,' said the 
Cicerone^ * but I am determined that you 
shall be convinced of the manner in which 
our nuns make their profession. 1 ara 
acquainted with some of the young lady's 
relations^ and they will look, on the com- 
pany of a stranger, on. this occasion, as a 
particular compliment This is the last 
day of the cavalcade, and they are going 
with the future nun to shew her whatever 
is worth seeing in this city befoje her 
retirement : — we will, if you please, follow 
them directly, and be witness to the cere- 
mony : — if you are astonished to see them 
so merry now, before the day is over you 
will be infinitely more surprised*' Wc 



looked about, and followed the procession^ 
which thus paraded several streets, lined 
with spectators, till it stopped at the gate 
of a palace, where the whole company re- 
tired. As this was the habitation of the 
lady's f^ther> my conductor presented me 
to the master of the house as his friend, 
and I was permitted the honour of paying 
my respects to the future vestal, who wore 
a great number of very fine jewels, and 
was adorned with all the graces art and 
nature could bestow; — ^e wa^ indeed^ 
dressed more like an elegant bride than a 
virgin consecrated to Heaven. We had 
an excellent dinner ; and, after the repast, 
the coaches were again ordered, and I pre- 
sumed that some very pious act of religion 
was^ to consecrate the remainder of the 
dayi but, on the contrary, the nun and 
the whole company were carried t^ the 

92 
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tfaeatrei where^ it is most probable, tfaejr 
only waited our arrhral to begin^ ds thejr 
instantly drew up the curtain, and be- 
gan a serious^ opera; but in the midst 
of the second act> our party agatni 
rose up, and went from thence to die 
comic opera, and from thence to a tliird^ 
where they played an Italian farce; and 
the hon mots of Harlequin, though not 
always consistent with the strictest delicacy, 
seemed to entertain the young lady exceed*, 
ingly, as she lai^faed louder than any other 
person^ Here we staid till it was entirely 
finished, and dien returned to the pcdmce. 
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'^ A SPLENDID supper waited (or us, after 
which we went into a large hall^ illummated 



F0LIJS8. 
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with lustres, where the nun opened the 
ball and danced very gracefully. We con- 
tinued^ dancing till break of day^ when we 
conducted the young creature to her con- 
sent : she went into itj and through the 
gtBte of the chapel^ the curtain being 
thrown back, we soon after beheld her, 
idiviested of hier fashicHiable attire, and 
covered from head to foot with the dismal 
dress of tihe order, and a veil thrown over 
her h^. She pronounced her vows with 
a srailej embraced those ladies who assisted 
at the ceremony, and we retired, aa may 
be supposed, extremely edified by ao reU<» 
gious 8 prelude to 4 nooastic iile<t 
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** Mt extreme impatience to arrive at 
Rome, made me quit Tuscany soon after, 
and I entered Rome at the very gate 
through vrhich Charles the Fifth and 
so many other heroes had passed before 
me. When I got to the hotel, I again 
diose a Cicerone from among the officious 
gentlemen who presented themselves for 
that purpose. I had no sooner settled this 
important point, than my conductor de* 
sired leave to wait on me the following 
morning, that we might proceed to visit 
the most famous antiquities. I endea* 
voured in vain to persuade him, that mo- 
derns were to qne infinitely more entertain- 
ing. — He insisted upon it that it was a 
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custom every one complied with, and I was 
obliged, much against my inclination, to 
spend whole mornings in viewing statuesj 
obelisks, and- triumphal arches, without 
number ; and the more they were broken^ 
the more he expatiated on their beauties ; 
but my sentiments^ on these occasions, did 
not perfectly coincide with his; and the 
ruins of those baths, which he appeared 
almost to reverence, gave me no other ideaj 
than, that the ancient Homans were a very 
cleanly people. The demolished amphi* 
theatre was a proof that they had a taste 
for public diversions. I contemplated all 
these with the eye of a philosopher, that is 
to say, with the most perfect indifierence. 
He took me to all the priis^ipal palaces; 
many of wjhich contain- paintings' and an- 
tiquities of more value than the structures 
theipselves. I was absolutely wearied, 



r 
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fatigued, a;gid tired to deaths with seeing 
^1 these things^ 99d would gladly have pai4 
doubte the sum agreed on^ to have been ^ 
rest ; but I iDust then have given up every 
hope of being iLoo^ed upon ^s a man of 
taste and virtp, to obtain wbicb^ I dail^ 
su^ered t^ thousand inqonveniencies ; ooe 
of w^ichj 9|[)^ npt Ihe |<q^ WiW ^e borrt^ 

98 compoip ^ 5^y of * mgp of i&sjw^ 



FOLLY CXCL 



d^Mos pf a iffo^^A iiwr^jieif, I began 
|o thjnk of fny ^f^partqre \ but jqy CW« 
roiM, fi^di^ it wQuld be :grea% agaioBt 
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his interest, thought of a method to detain 
me. * My Lord/ said he, * you suppose 
ihBt you have now seen all that is worth 
your notice in Ronfts ; but can you pos* 
sibly prevail on yourself to qiut this dty 
unacquainted with the privileges and dulaea 
of a cicesieo, or cavalier e serwaiuf A lady 
of my acquaintance has just lost one of 
her*s ; she is inconsolable for his death, and 
none but a cavalier of merit and rank can 
form the least hope of replacing him in 
. her esteem ; will your Lordship deign to 
accept the post, and permit me to intro- 
duce you to the ladyr' I ccmsented 
with pleasure; but as I had hitherto looked 
npon this custom as chimerical, I desired 
him to give me a full explanation of my 
rights, and the attendance expected from 
JMip '^ You must know, my Lord,' said 

ipy instructor, ^ that the ladies of Italy 

f3 
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are attended by two gentlemen, who are, . 
or. supposed to be, slaves to love, but. 
whose passion is confined within the pro- 
per bounds of the most delicate reserve, 
and require nothing more to complete their 
happiness, than the sight of the beloved- 
object; to converse with her, to receive 
now and then a smile, and sometimes the 

permission to kiss her hand : this is the 

___ , • 

whole amount of what they have a right 
to expect ; but the services demanded from 
them are of a yery different nature, the . 
one presents his arm to /a Signora when 
she goes abroad, calls up her servants in 
public, takes care of her cloak, and some- 
times carries her lap-dog : the other passes 
the morning in her apartment, assists at 
her toilette, ^sides at her cmversatiene, 
md i^ at all times to entertain Jier with hit 
vit, when she is inclined to listen to it» 
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and this custom has been of so long a con- 
tinuance^ that the jealous Italians are never 
alarmed on account of the cicesbeos, but 
look upon them as the most vigilant guar- 
dians of the fidelity of their wives.* * But 
is.it true, in: fact/ returned I, * that your 
mcesbeo is really jthe harmless innocent 
animal you describe/ ^ O that/ answered 
he, smiling, ^ is another affiiir ; it is quxt« 
sufficient that hitherto it has as yet never 
bappeffed, that they have dared publicly to 
deviate from Platonic love; /or which' 
reason the husbands ire perfectly content^ 
ahd quietly submit i6 the observance of 
this custom/ 
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Folly cxcil 

.1 * * • 

*f Mt ItflliAQ «9llsd th^ very aeit momt- 
iqg, aQ4 pon<ti|^«4. ii}« '(0 Ihe lady who 

\^ to become my <i«t¥>otic qu«en. She, 

loigllt ))e :a(^jajQted a KCiyi befitttUul vffir 
i9»p.;-r§hq ,QCffl4gSQS«dB^.:to ftcq^p): niy 

ffy new wP|pl9y9WDt{ an.d,'h?¥if^ B»^ 

did not allbw to be just^ and ob^j^^ tp b^, 
subject to the caprice of a woman who 
liad not the least power over my affections^ 
I returned home heartily wearied with this 
kind of promiscuous Platonic love. I kept 
upi however^ to this fatiguing character for 
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a situation/I determined to put im end (a 
it, and took the liberty^ on the fourth day^ 
of requesting, with the roost earnest in- 
treaties^ for permission to make love for 
the future in the English manner. Com« 
js^ion to me 98 9, stranger^ I supppfs^ 
prtQv^^ on %h^ lady to grant my request^ 
whicl} SQ e^iragied th^ ck^be^ of the infe* 
r^r of4ef| jthat^ one ^vfsning ^ I returned 
hqn^p, h^ gave fne t^^r^ wounds in the 
\xix3fi. The night being very darkj I 
shpuld nfiver have known to whom I was 
c^iged, \[^ \^ hot l^t his poniard be«- 

Ivnd ^m \ whiphf knowing tq he his; as 
spp^ asi my wouuds, which proved nether 
d^p nor dangerous^ were healed, I nn^de 
% ppiiit pf dpnj^nding wtisfaction fgr thi* 
H^^^i} W4> *fter two 9r thwp pswca*'^ 
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ran him through thebody, and fortunately^ 
escaped undiscovered. > > . 



FOLLY CXCm. 

fi Without giving myself time for re** 
pose^ I sat out^ as fast as the horses could^ 
carry me, for Civita Vecchia, where I de- 
eigned to embark for Spaing and luckily 
found there a vessel ready to sail for Bar- 
celona: I gladly embarked with all my* 
luggage, and could not think myself* in 
safety till we had sailed some leagues. As' 

» 

jsoon as I arrived at Barcelona, I took post' 
for Madrid ; but it is not possible to travel', 
with the same expedition in Spain as in 
France or in England, as post-horses are 
scarce, villages very distant, and the hins 
to very ill provided of accommodation^ 
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that if persons do not take with them' 
their, own provision, they may be faitiished 
on the road; besides which, the rats, 
mice, and other vermin, are so insupport- 
able, that it is with great difficulty a good, 
night's repose can be obtained, even if a 
traveller should be provident enough to 
take his own bed with him. 
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« Whbn I was witliin one day*s journey 
of Madrid, my provisions were quite ex* 
haustedl, and I was distressed how to procure 
a supply; when I arrived at a little despi-* 
cable looking house, honoured with the 
name of an inn, and was much rejoiced to 
see before the fire, spits with several sorts 
#f game> and large atewpans^ in which. 
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vei^ satices^ soups^ and ragouts^ the smdl 
qf which w£(s ^pfficient to create m appe- 
tite. I had no sooner qlight^^ tbw I 
e^rly enquired what I eould have for aup* 
per. ^ In general/ said my landlord, ^ my 
iKqrd^. I couk) furnish a table fit for the 
IhfaQt himvelf, ^r wiy other Brince of the 
blood ; yet to-night^ we cannot provide you 
with any thing; but to-morrow you may 
have whatever you please^* * To-morrow !* 
replied I, eagerly, * why, friend, I am air. 
most famished at this instant^ therefore 
bring me spn^ething' to Qat immediately/ 
* I ani very sorry it is not in ray power j 
but it is ap absolute fact, nothing of any 
kind can positively be had b^re (ill toi; 
morrow. I hftve not any thing of my own 
in the hpuse to dress for yoy, and PV^n if 
I ha4> my serv^ipts ^e now too much en- 
gaged t9 prepwe it/ ^ Fpr whom, th^n/ 



^ 
I 



Mid I; ^ wr aU the$e various ^hes now 
liremag 'm jour kitdien ?* \ Fw the 
i»i{^)er/ answered he> * of Bignor Doft 
Aloiuo — CatapHooa-'Alphonsos— Aloyas 
de Zi:^rate9 who never travels without 
j^enty of proviakn^ y/st, for all tliat^ it ia 
kapossible ibr me to procure any part of it 
Ibr you/ Judge, Marcus, how greatly I 
tna^ he prp^oke^ to hear him argue thua 
f^aUolyi ^fi^ I was six Imgues from aay 
pUier habitation ; fti^, €ven if J could 

tUfiiu »t> might not pr^Mbiy he better ae» 
O Otf wo dated^ I bid hold of, the fellow^ 
9nd nearly strangled him ; when, on hear^ 
ing a distiirhanoe> the ndble Spaniard came 
tp in(|utre tbe cause of it, and^ on foeii^ 
Bipde Acquainted with my distress^ polite^ 
invilad omb to partake of his supper; end 
fio($i)g that I was pcooeediog to Madrid^ 

profkooeii w^ ahoiiU the mxt diqr lot oui 
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mt the same time, and travel together:—* 
me did 60, and, during our route,' becaine 
60 very sociable, that the Don made me 
the confident of his passion for a beautiful 
Jady, named Cecilia, for whom he professed 
Ihe. most perfect adoration. . * Yes,' exr 
daimed he^ * I confess to you I am the 
happiest of men! far from treating me 
with the least degree of rigour, the object 
of my affection deigns to receive my yows i 
and I have the greatest reason to be happy 
ia* her indulgence, ^inee-^he: granfa^ m6 
every thing a lover <^tt ask.' Ybu ^Mi 
this. night be witness to th^ supreme MU 
oily I enjoy, and accohnpany iDe to my 
eharming mistress/ I congreltulated Zu- 
giEirate^on his good fortune, aiid assured 
him jio\f {sensible I was of the confidence 
he .had reposed' in me. We arrived at 
Madrid ^Hy iArUhe afternoon; and spoil 
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tftcr our entrance into the city, passed by' 
a very magnificent house, which he told 
tne was the residence of his adorable Ce^ 
cilia ; for which reason we passed several 
times up and down the street, yet had not 
any reason to think that we were observed; 
or this piece of gallantry the least attended 
to by the fair one. The Spaniard, how- 
ever, was perfectly satisfied with having 
viewed her windows, and as he had not 
any liope of an interview till midnight,' he 
promised to call on me at that hour, that I 
might accompany him: to his assignation; 
in the mean time, he conducted me to an 

« 

excellent inn^ and strongly recommended 
it to the landlord to be particularly atten- 
tive to me; and at the appointed hour he 
came muffled up in a^ long cloak, which 
eoncealdd >most p^t of his faioe. Under 
one arm he carried a very long sword^ and. 
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in the other hand was a guittan He then 
tapped me up in a cloak like his own, and, 
thoug^h the night was extreoiely darj^, and 
the streets yery dirty, we set out on our 
per^rination^ which was not a very agree* 
able one, as we were soon two as . dirty 
luiight errants as can be conceived ; and 
|a add to our inconvenience^ were conti^ 
nually ronnixig agf^inst other Q^uaiQian/^ 
ins^y of whooi, like buttresses, were stmd^ 
iffg 9s clos^ w possible to the walls of 
^ifierent man^ons. Jit last we came to 
the abode of the goddess of jSigaior 
garate ; and^ as soon as we wrived under 
^he window^ after several profound sighi^ 
he drew out his guittar and played several 
tender airs, and afterwards aecompanied 
with his voice a very latnentahie sonnet^ 
ecMnposed by himself^ in praise of hb osis- 
ttess. The aocompaatment was^ howewr^ 



/ 
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«o SMcotdBn% and the contortions of hit 
body so very lidicalous^ that I could scaroe ' 
rekaki from iaaghter. The dock now 
^tnicSc: fdor^ }«t the amoro3^ still continued 
his muftc till I was heartily tired^ an<f 
wished him at the devil veiy siheerdy. I 
<fid every thing in my power to persuade 
him to retire^ bat in vmn; at last the 
window opened, and I discerned^ through 
the latticci the figure of a woman ; Don 
Zv^rate instantly began to pour forth a 
thonsand ptx>fes8bns of love^ and a$ niany 
antediluvian compliments and old-&shioned 
vows of constiincy, to which no other an- 
swer was made than a very abrupt enquiry 
€i whom he had with him. He informed 
the fdr iilquisitive my name, that I was an 
Engliriiman, Iddged at such an inn, wag 
bis intimate friend; and had that very day 
amved at Madrid. When he had endol 
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this intelligence^ a hand^ whiter tbaft 
saowj was passed through the bars 
of the lattice, which I concluded^ after 
this introduction, was intended for me to 
kiss^ I therefore raised my arm respect- 
fully to take it, but whilst my lips were 
fixed upon it, the love-sick Spaniard, not 
doubting but the favour was meapt for 
him alone^ laid his hands on one of mine^ 
and kissed it with the greatest rapture* 
We were then ordered to retire, which we 
obeyed^ and, on our return home, Don 
Zugarate a^ked me, if I did not look 
upon him as the happiest of mankind? 
* If this/ said I, * is the sum total of your 
felicity, it must be owned your wishes are 
easily satisfied/ ^ Heavens f said he, ' 1$ 
not mine the height of human happiness ? 
have I not passed the greatest part of this 
iiight Holder the window of her whom I 
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tadbre ? Did she not condesoend to shevr 

« 

herself to me through the lattice^ without 
seeming displeased at the proofs I gave her 
of my passion? And have not I been 
permitted to kiss one of t^e most beautiful 
hands in the world? Happy! superla*- 
tively happy should I be, were it possible to 
pass my whole life in the happiness I have : 
this night experienced P These sprt of 
exclamations were continued till we arrived ' 
at the inn, wh^e I wished the happy lover 
a good night, or rather a good mornings 
and retired to rest, and resolved never* 
more to be of a love-pai:ty in Spain, wher« 
I was ml a principal diaracter. 
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^^ I DIB not rise till late^ and waif dressing^^ 
vibien I was informed a person desired to 
Bp^ with me : concluding it could be no 
other than Don 2k3garate> I ordered him 
to be idiewn in directly ; but^ to my asto- 
nMnnmt, t^re entered an old woman, 
covered almost to her feet with a long 
black veil: at her girdle hung a large*' 
bimdi of keys ott one AAe^ and on the 
cUkee a long rosaty. * My sc^/ ssud the 
old hagy ^ I htfve die honoisr to be the 
respectable Duenna of Donna Cecilia, 
whom jou and Don Zugarate entertained 
at her window last night : my lady has a 
very particular partiality for strangers, and, 
I, having brought her up from a 
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diild, I am generally very indulgent to her 
little caprices^ therefore, follow me, and I 
will introduce you to her immediately, 
through a private door, of which I alone 
have a. key ;— but, before I gnlnt you this 
favour^ I- must inform you, that there is a 
certain condition annexed to it, which is, 
that you most religiously swear to me, 
that the mometit you quit my mistress, 
you will not only leave Madrid, but the 
kingdom of Spain directly ; and also, that 
I shall be at liberty to come back here 
with you, and see you get into your chaise 
for that purpose. You must resolve to 
keep your promise; as the vengeance of 
an enraged Spanish woman is a serious 
matter : you understand me, I dare say.* 
I hesitated when she had done speaking, 
before I returned any answer ; — not that I 
scrupled to forego seeing the escurial, or, 

VOL. II. G 
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indeedj any other part of Sf)aia rather tihan 
Ipse a tite-ctrUte wHh a &ie woman ; but 
loy Venetiaa intrigue ran still in my head^ 
and the adventure^ of the sade was not 
entirely obKterated from my memory. At 
last, ' Are you certain/ sdd I, ^ Uiat I 
run not the least risk in this matter?' 
* You may rely upon me/ returned, sh^ 
' 3nd Uie word of Dcmna Jacintha Pedro*- 
nina Ladrodina was never disputed by the 
bravest cavalier in Spain :-^my measures 
are too well taken not to succeed ; and the 
father of Cecilia is an c^d dotard, whom I 
can make believe whatever I tliink proper. 
Depend upon it he shall never kiterriipt 
your converMLtion.* l^ese words deter- 
mined me to accept her invitation, and I 
promised tfn impliqt oibedienoe to her 
injunction. 
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** I PHEBEWTED the Duetina with some 
gold, which she podceted with the utmost 
eagerness^ assuring me at the same time^ 
that she was the most disinterested woman 
in the world. — She then pulled down her 
veil, and I wrapped myself in my cloak, 
and we went through several unfrequented 
streets, till we came to the door of a gar- 
den, which she opened, and conducted me 
through several walks to the apartment of 
Cecilia ; but before T entered, the Duenna 
took oqt of a cupboard in the anti- 
chamber a pair of slippers, of a very pecu- 
liar form, and laid them on the threshold 
of the door through which I was to pass, 
without giving me any reason for 80 doing. 

62 



^24f FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 

When I entered the chamber of Cecilia, I 

> ' 

was dazzled with her beauty. * Is he 
willing to submit to the terms I have pro- 
posed ?* said Cecilia to the old woman, as I 
entered.* ^ Yes, madam/ returned she; 
^ he quits the kingdom in the same hour 
that he leaves this apartment.' * Ah, ma- 
dam/ cried I, ^ what condition would I not 
submit to, in. order to attain the happiness 
I now enjoy ? and be assured, that if I 
quit Madrid with regret, it will be for no 
other reason than that I must^ at the same 
time, leave behind me the most t^harming 
creature in the world ; in adoring whom, I 
could wish to spend all my future life.' 
Though it is very certain I expressed 
myself very imperfectly in the Spanish Ian- 
guage, yet the lady appeared very well 
satisfied with my compliment. The com- 
plaisant Duenna being retired to count 
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over the gold I had given her, Cecilia con- 
fessed to me that, being by chance looking 
through the lattice, when I and Don 
Zugarate passed and repassed her house, 
on our entrance to Madrid the day before, 
she was charmed with my person and figure, 
and was happy to find that I accompanied 
him to her window in the evening, as by 
that means she learnt my name, and where 
I was to be found. She considered, she 
said, Zugarate, as a formal fool, so far infa- 
tuated with the old-fashioned customs of 
his country, that he had no other idea 6f 
happiness but what he enjoyed by thrum* 
raing his guitar under her window: — 
notwithstanding which, she acknowledged 
that she meant most certainly to marry 
him, if she met not with a more advanta- 
geous offer. Our conversation had lasted 
two hours, but was not near so sentimental 
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as those ^hich the fair one held with 
Zugarate ; when we heard a noise near the 
door of the chamber, ^ I will go in/ cried 
a voice^ which sounded to me more dread- 
ful thair thunder ; ^ I hope I may be per- 
mitted to go into the apartment of my 
daughter whenever I think proper.— Your 
induct, Jacintha^ is over nice — I tell you 
her brother is returned, and longs to em.- 
brac^ her.* ^ Ah !' said Cecilia^ ' that is 
rty father, be is coming hither/ When 
she s»id these words I trembled from head 
tp foot, a^ wouM gladly have been tr^s- 
{H>pted in an instant to the very summit of 
thf Pyrenean mountains^ but recovered 
pp^yself when I heard the cracked voice of 
the Duenna expostulating with him ^ * What 
are you about/ cried she» ^ my lord ; would 
you interrupt the duties of our holy reli- 
gion ? Do you not see the sandals of his 
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reva^enoe &t the door of my lady's apart- 
ment, wl^h forbid the approach of mj 
one?* These words had a marvellous 
efiect ; the contest was at an end^ and all 
being qaiet, Cecilia assured me^ we were 
no bnger liable to any interruption. 
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•• Aix her endeavours were not, however^ 
j»u9icient to banish my apprehensions en- 
tirely ; for though I affected to be perfectly 
easy, yet I was alarmed at every noise I 
heard* I Was obliged to remain till night 
ki the apartment of Cecilia ; and ad soon 
as it was dark, the careful matron came to 
inlbrm us it was time to part. The faithful 
mistress and future wife of Don Zugarate 
then embraced me most affectionately^ and 
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put me once more in mind of my promised 
departure, and that we must never meet 
again. The old woman then took my 
hand, and conducted me along an un- 
frequented gallery, down a pair of back^ 
stairs, safely into the street, and from 
thence we went together to the inn ; when 
my servants, seeing me so accompanied, and 
hearing me order my chaise to be got ready 
directly for my immediate departure, con- 
cluded I was going to carry off the oM 
lady as the most curious antiquity of Spain. 
She was content with seeing me safe in my 
carriage, and then returned to her lady, 
whilst my postillions took the road to 
Catalonia* When we were arrived at the 
foot of the Pyrenees, which seem intended 
by nature as the boundaries of France and 
Spain, I left my carriage, -got upon a mule, 
and, with great difficulty, climbed the 
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ascent, and ia a few days after entered 
France ; anticipating in idea the pleasures 
I was going to enjoy in this dear> delightful 
kingdom. 
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*^ The abrupt manner in which I had 
quitted Sp^in, certainly prevented my visit- 
ing some places I intended ; the theatre in 
particular; and the only national observa- 
tion I had time to make, was^ that the - 
streets of Madrid are kept most di^gbst-/ 
ingly dirty : but still, from this early ad- 
venture of mine, I had an opportunity of 
being perfectly well acquainted with the 
character of the Spanish ladies, and the 
absurd' customs of their lovers. I then 

determined that I would be thoroughly 

G 3 
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acqoaiDted mth Frtnoe; and> ihdeed^ you 
will find that i have not been a soporfieial 
observer ; for^ from my first entran(^ into 
it, I constantly enquired. Whenever I 
changed horses, what were the curiosities 
of the town, though I could not always 
stop to view them. At Toulouse I learned, 
that the doors and windows of the town* 
House were o^f equal dimensions* At, I 
forget tfae name of the ^ace^ the first 
time thet Bishop makes his public entry 
into, the tow^, a particular Viscount is 
oUEged to boM the bridle of his mute bare** 
hesdesi. At Limoges, I understood ^at 
the inhabitants are so amazingly fond of 
chestnuts, that they me them by way of 
sauce to all kinds of dishes. At Orleans, 
Iieiaiquiredinto the truth of the story of the 
famdtis Joan, and my landlord tokimemost 
pwple beiteved it to be a fkct. * I hkewise 
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observed^ as I travelled along, that France 
abounds in a multkude of public roads, 
which I take to be a very gfeat addition to 
the country, since straight lines, bordered 
with trees on each side, are certainly much 
more beautiful and pleasing to the eye, 
than a variety of intermingled fields, mea-> 
dows, and vineyards. But I was not, I ac« 
knowledge, any judge of these things till 
I had niade this tour : and it is really won<» 
derful. Marquis^ to think how young men 
iniprove thexnsdvea by travelling, both in 
ftddlres8^ and behaviour, not to mention 
tastCv Some wise people say, indeed, it 
ten^ to ccH-rupt the morals ; but I say, so 
much the. better if it does; for they are 
now grown a mere obsolete > word, and 
baiiished, thank heaven ! from all polite 
sociely; .and I hope, if. ev^ 1 had any . 
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when I came from home, I shftU contrive, to 
leave them behind me. 



FOLLY CXCIX. 

" 1 HAVE no\y been in Paris six months ; 
and as you know, Marquis, I live at a very 
great expense ; — I enjoy all the pleasures 
of a charming society : for though I do not 
go to bed till four in the morning, and rise 
at twelve at noon, yet I am fatigued almost 
to death every day by the endeavour to 
fulfil all the engagements I have upon my 
hands. In short, the delicious pleasures of 
Paris exceed my most sanguine imagina- 
tion. Your opera women are delightful. 
It is true, we are obliged to purchase their 
&vours rather dearly, but I think it a very 
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fortunate cifcimstsincfe that they are to be 
purchased at all. As to me, since I left 
our' little Adelaide to the hair-dresser, I 
have been the slave of a Countess ; and. ta 
qonfess the truth, I find little difference 
between the conduct of the dancer, who 
receives lovers from avarice, or the fine 
lady, who ensnares them for the gratifica- 
tion of her vanity." 
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, • » 

The recital of Lord Warton's adventures 
had dissipated the gloom which hung on 
the Marquis, who then left my lord, and 
went to see his tragic nymph play Zara, 
He was charmed with the applause she* 
received, which he considered as a con- 
firmation of his taste in the choice of a. 
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mistress i §of, as he had not the least real 
ai&ctibn for her, she always eilher rose ot 
sunk in his estimation according to the 
degree of approbation she met with from 
the public. Delighted with the manner 
in which she had represented the character, 
he went as soon as the play was over, be- 
hind the scenes, to tell her that he meant 
to bring some friends to sop with her that 
evening : but not meeting with her behind 
the curtain, he ' went softly up to her 
dressing-room; and when he came near 
the door, he heard some one speaking in a 
low voice, but impassioned . accent. He 
Jistened attentively, and finding it the^ 
voice of the heroine, he concluded she wast 
repeating to-hei;self, and gently opened the 
door; when he was soon convinced that 
these tender epithets were not addressed . 
either to an mvisibte or an ungrateful 
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loirer; for he beheld the first tragedmi 
kneeling befoi*e her, whilst she was uttering 
a declaration which was certainly not in* 
tended for the Marquis to bear.— At th}9 
diseovery, as. his heart was entirely free 
from any tiling lilbe love for this fair inoon-^ 
stanty be resolved to give ber up with the 
most perfect nonchalance. Addressing^ 
himself therefore to the lovers, who ex-^ 
pected to see him on his entrance very 
much enraged ; he said, in a theatrical tone 
of voice, and the closest imitation of the 
voice and manner of the actress when o» 
the stage : 

*' Forgive me^ beauteous Princess^ (bat I thus 

Intrude with eje prophane iuto tbe haunts 

Of love and fond affection.— 

Yet, oh ! al^s ! it is to bid adieu !— - 

A long, but not a lingering adieu ! 

And may you thus for ever bless the man 

T0 whom X)*Ilk>i» coatent-^resigns yeur charms,** 
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He then burst into a sarcastic laugh^ and 
retired, whilst they both remained covered 
with confusion. The lady deplored her 
fete in the most pathetic terms, and was 
almost in 6ts with vexation to see herself 
so easily given up, and utterly hopeless of 
ever obtaining another man of quality for 
her lover; since it is a prevailing rule, that a 
man of the high ton will never wish to 
gain the affections of a woman, the loss of 
whom would not reduce some of his friends 
to despair. — We n&fr return to Madame 
mUois. 
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J 

The Marchioness having supped at the 
house of a friend, got into her carriage 
about four o'clock in a winter's morning, in 
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order to return home, most exceedingly 
out of temper with a bad run of cards. 
The coachman and footman were half 
asleep, and the horses almost frozen with 
cold, having waited at least five hours in 
the street. She got hastily into the coach^ 
and it had drove some paces before she per- 
ceived that there was a man laying on the 
opposite seat. Fear rendered her both 
speechless and immoveable for' a few mo- 
ments, but when she was a little recovered 
from her first surprise, she discovered that 
he was in a profound sleep. Madame 
Dlllois was just going to pull the string to 
inquire the reason of this intrusion, when 
the coachman stopped short, and the car- 
riage was surrounded by footpads, who, in 
a rough voide, and with the most dreadful 
imprecations, threatened her with instant 
death, if she did not deliver h^r purse, 
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watch^ and jewels on the instaot. Far 
firom being able to comply with their de- 
mand^ she fainted away ; but these words 
had fortunately a very different effect on 
the spirits of her unknown companion^ 
who ioitantly awaked^ and drew a pistol 
from his bosom^ and presenting it at , the 
window, ^^ Fear not/' said he to the Mar- 
diionessj *^ rely on me^ and I will defend 
you at the hazard of my life." The rob- 
bers, who did not expect to meet with any 
but a female in the cx>ach9 were seized with 
a panic, and ran away in confusion. The 
coachman whipped his horses into great 
speed : the motion of the carriage brought 
the Marchioness to life, when the person 

ft 

addressed her in the following manneir: 
" Be no longer alarmed. Madam, the vil- 
lains are fled, and I am happy to have had 
it in my power to render you this ser- 



^^ 
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vice; yet, cannot help being surprised 
that a lady should run the risk of being 
alone in a carriage at this hour of the 

night. It is not, I believe, a very general 
custom for ladies toj^turn after midnight 
unattended, since they may be liable to 
other insults, if not as dangerous^ yet fuU 
as disagreeable aa tha( you have now m^ 
with," 
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A torn laugh was all the reply made by 
Madame D'lllois to this remonstnince^ 
which, as her defender was at a k>8» to 
guess the reason of, he remained silent, and 
doubted not but he had said sometihing very 
absufd. <' May I request the fiivour of 
knowing, Sir,'" said the Mardiioness, ^* how 
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ft 

I come to have the pleasure of finding you 
in my coach ?'' *^ Really, Madam," an- 
swered the gentleman, " I was just going 
to ask the same question of you. I am, 
madam, a man of fortune, come from a 
very distant province, on account of a law- 
suit ; and being obliged to solicit persons 
who live very distant from each other, I 
hired a remise for the day ; and going this 
evening to supper, at the house of a friend 
very near this place, I ordered the coach- 
man to fetch me at twelve. After staying 
an hour and a half, I came out of the 
house, intending to walk home ; but hav- 
ing gone a few paces, and seeing a coach 
waiting, concluded it was mine, left by the 
coachman wlrilst he was diverting himself 
at the ale-house:— rtirfed ^ with calling for 
him,^ and finding it very disagreeable to 
Stand ill the street in the dark> I got into 
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the carriage^ and soon after fell asleep, and 
waked not a little surprised to find I had a 
lady for a companion.*' ** This mistake is 
easily accounted for/' said Madame D'lllois, 
laughing, and you have only got into my 
coach instead of your own.** These words 
shocked the provincial exceedingly. He 
was confused, and was stammering out his 
apologies ; — when, to add to his confusion, 
the coach drove into the court-yard of a 
magnificent hotel. He offered the Mar- 
chioness his hand to conduct her to her 
apartment, and then prepared to retire, 
though Madame D'lllois repeatedly pressed 
him to stay for half an hour ; he pleaded 
that it; was extremely late, that she must 
be discomposed by her fright and want 
rest, and it was with the greatest difficulty 
she could prevail on him to suffer her equi- 
page to conduct him home. With evident 
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Bigns of humility he requested permission 
to enquire iafter her the next day. • 
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Madams D'Illois was not altogether 
pleased with being so respectfully treated: 
nay, she was almost angry at the timidity 
with which he addressed her ; for in the 
very short time she had been with him, 
his countenance pleased her extremely, 
whilst ' the novelty of a conquest over a 
heart so entirely unacquainted with the 
world, flattered her vanity; and as the 
service he had rendered her, gave him a 
kind of claim to her notice and acquaint- 
ance, the Marchioness determined to exert 
aH her art to inspire him with a passion, 
wtttch, she did not doubt but his want of 
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knowledge of the world would improve 
into a romantic one ; and would afFord her 
more amusement than any of those fashion- 
able amours in which she had hitherto 
been engaged. Having formed this reso- 
lution, she passed the rest of the night in 
dreaming of her deliverer, and waked with 
the idea of receiving his promised morn- 
ing visit. 
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The charms of the beautiful Marchioness 
had made no small impression on the heart 
of her new acquaintance; he blessed 
the fortunate accident by which he had. 
been serviceable to so lovely a woman, and 
was charmed with the thought that he 
should behold her the next morning. He 
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therefor^ dressed himself to the greatest 
advantage^ and proceeded to the hotel of 
Madame D'lUois ; but what was his dis- 
appointment when he heard she was not 
yet awake. " I fear, then,*' said he to the 
porter, *' that my impatience to pay my 
respects to your lady, has made me come 
at an improper hour, as I presume it can- 
not be. so late as I imagined: but/* conti- 
nued he, looking at his watch, ^' sure, 
friend, your lady cannot be asleep at half 
past twelve/* The servant smiled at the 
simplicity of the question. — " Do you not 
know, Sir,*' answered he, '^ that ladies of 
quality never wake before three?'* . The 
provincial blushed on finding he had thus 
exposed his ignorance of bon ton, and re- 
tired hastily, saying he would return. He 
then went to take a walk, concluding that 
it was undoubtedly the fashion at Paris^ 
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not to pay morning visits to ladies till after 
dinner. 
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He returned again, a few minutes before 
the hour appointed : the Marchioness had 
just rung her bell ; and when she heard 
the stranger was below, she ordered her 
looking-glass to be brought to her, and 
having put on her most becoming night- 
dress, ordered him to be admitted before 
she rose. Her unfashionable visitor was 
extremely surprised on being introduced 
into her bed-chamber; and not doubting 
but she was dangerously ill with the fright, 
she had undergone, he advanced on tip-toe 
to the bed-side, and enquired after her 
health in rather an incoherent manner; 

VOL. II. H 
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\^hitst the Marchioness, adorned with aB 
the negligent, graces of refined cocfuetry, 
was reclined on her pillows in the most 
becoming attitude; and conscious that 
she looked enchtintingly handsomCi ordered 
the shutters to he opened and the curtains 
dra^n Up. Th6 poor country gentleman 
was so astonished at this reception, that 
he scarce dare raise his eyes to Madame ^ 
I>niois, but seated himself at a respectfal 
distance, least he should offend lier by his 
presuttipt4on ; and after an hour spent in 
talking very iluently, on the part of the 
Marchioness, on the ewningfs adventure, 
with answers in monosyllables from her 
deliverer, he rtitired, but wasf invitfed to 
ditmer the followitig day ; after which they 
went to the opera, iand then supped tete-a^ 
ate. The timid admirer, thus encouraged, 
grew morel)old, and, on finding that the 



more £uxitliar he grew tb|e Jbeljter jbe "waii 
received, took courage, 4nd jbehaved ,wili| 
$0 proper a degree of presuiQjptioa, t^iai^ 
lA kssthan five di^ from their first acr 
qoaSotance^ he became the favour^ lover 
of Madame D'lUoi^. 
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Tiis Marcl;^ioHe9s ,beqame so extremely ^t» 

tached to ber new iover, that her whol^ 

time wa^ entirely devoted to him ; and^ for 

the enjoyment of bis society, she gave yp 

411 public diversions^ all private parties 

and every amusement she was so foi^ o& 

JKot content with being inseparable wlie^ 

in Plaris, they ftequenUy q^tted the towiv 

and went for tlnree cm: four days into the 

country, for the pleasure of bdng together 

Ha 
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without interraption; and so great was 
their apparent sympathy and affection, 
that it seemed impossible any accident 

could arise to destroy them. For a whole 

• • ■. . • 

month did they continue the friends, com- 

m 

panions, and lovers of each other ; but, at 
the end of that period, he was obliged to 
go into the country on particular business, 

. relative to his law suit, and was to be de- 
tained a long week. Madame Dlllois 
suffered so much from the idea of his 
leaving her, though for so short a time, 
that her isighs and tears pierced him to the 
heart, and he generously almost wished 

' himself less beloved, rather than see her 
suffer. At length he tore himself from her 
embraces, after repeating a thousand vows 

* a • 

of constancy, and making the most solemn 
promise to accelerate his return. 



FASHIONABLE FOLLIXS. 149 



FOLLY CGVIL 

True to his word, and agreeable to his 
inclination^ at the expiration of the week^ 
^e. returned to Paris, and was set down at 
(he door of the Marchioness ; having pic* 
tured to himself, for the last ten leagues^ ' 
the joy with which he. should be received, 
and the delight she would express at his 
puVictuality : — but, to his surprise, Madame 
D'lUois did not rise from her seat on his 
appearance, and . scarce deigned to look 
upon him. After haying asked him a few 
questions relative to his journey, which she 
told him she thought had been extremely 
expeditious, she complained of a violent 
headach; and, finding that hint did not 
succeed according to her wishes, by oblig- 



I5d tAt^nitxHi Attt t(rttitti. 

ing him to retire, but that, on the oontniiy^ 
he expressed his sorrow for her indispo»- 
tion, and wished to stay to entertain her,— ^ 
the repulsed his caresses with disdain, 
quarrelled with hintt xklkttlly for tre&tifig. 
her m(h so little i^esp^ aHd «bsk)Iafd]t 
Ibrbid him fof the future iA 0sm\mt hii* 
Tisits« Tlte cfeuftti^ g^tHktila% ihd^M«d 
to ibe last degred M tlus OletH^^ iH ^Mt 
Ikh^iOTir, reiirei ih disdt^er ; afid, tts iM 
had fe<ny a tery i^^at fasAoti fat th» 
Marehion^s^ 6oukl etahsdj rest^raiA hi§ 
iiBTB ; yl^t) ti he dould ilot ootlipr^heml the 
eause Of this behaviduf, he flatt^ed bim^ 
ieV that tt ivas the thtre caprice of a fin#* 
Woman ; aild vainly hoped, that this little 
altercatibti would sweeten their feconcilia- 
tibn, Thu^ erroneously did he judge of ft 
feshionable female heart, as if susceptible 
of the same sensations which are the result 
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ml artieas truth azKlamial4e siDcerUy in the 
bosom of ianocence md modesty. Der 
iuded by th« hope of finding those virtues 
kx Madame D'lUois^ with which she was 
whoUy iu^a€qpainted> be ventured the next 
day. to^cail at her doop^ but she was not alt 
Jtome ; and> having repeated his visits tiU 
the fourth day, he was then told, that it 
would be entirely needless to give himse^ 
.any further trouble, as it was her positive 
orders that he should never more b^ ad^ 
Biitted. Finding he co\ild not obtain the 
j^vour of a private audience, he then en*- 
deavoured to see her at a third place^ uot 
doubting but the sight of a man whom s\ip 
hsid so tenderly loved, would once moff 
Awaken her afl^ion^ and restore him tQ 
happiness. He wa^^o fortunate at last af 
to meet her at the house where she had 
introduced bim> and where the company 
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was SO numerous that they might hold a 
conversation unobserved: he trembled 
when she entered, tut at last took courage 
to address himfeelf to her with the energy 
of a lover and the familiarity of an old 
acquaintance. The Marchioness listened 
to him with the most chilling civility, re- 
lumed him several low curtesies as an- 
swers to his professions of love and despair, 
and not only observed all the distant po« 
liteness due to a stranger ; but asked, in a 
loud whisper, so as to be overheard by 
him, who that stupid animal could possibly 
be, who made so many protestations of 
love and admiration to a woman to whom 
he could owe nothing but respect ? This 
speech, and the contemptuous air which 
accompanied it, so afiected him, that he 
retired hastily from the scene, and did not 
long delay to go in search of peace, good- 
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sense, and comfort, at his family mansion 
in the country. 
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To explain this enigma, we shall, take a 
retrospect of the conduct of the Marchi- 
oness during the week's ahsence of her 
lover, which had thus entirely exiled him 
from her good graces. On the first day or 
two she remained inconsolable, could nei- 
ther eat nor sleep, and her whole employ- 
ment was in writing the greatest part of a 
long letter to him, which she resolved to 
send after him by an express the next day ; 
but it was absolutely impossible for her to 
fulfil her interttion, for the very next 
morning her milliner brought her home a 
cap, so .^legantly ornamented with feathers^ 

H3 



\ 



and i^o ejtceedlingly becoihtti]^, that ^ 
could not resist the appeaii^ in it that 
evening at the opera. In the box exactly 
opposite to her own^ which was that of 
the Duchess De — — , sat a very elegant, 
handsome young man, whose eyes were 
fixed on Madame D'lllois from the rto 
ttient she entered, in spite of all the en^ 
deavotirs of the Duchess to £x his atten^^ 
tion on herself. Proud of such la ctM- 

» 

quest, $Xii so evident a triumph over the 
l^uchess, who had long been her rivat in 
beauty, the Marchioneiid detemained to 
pursue her victory, and having had an in- 
vitation to sup with the Duchess, which 
slie 'had refused, whilst determined to se- 
clude herself during the absence of her 
lover, she now resolved to accej^t it, in 
hopes of meeting Ihe ' h&ndsoiliie stranger* 
The l^uchess, oii the iojitmy, tras ex- 



/ 



tremely mortified when she saw her enter, 
sdorned with every grace art and nature 
ooald bestow. Madame D'lUois made her 
apologies for the intrusion with her usual 
^t and vivacity; and har new admirer 
ma introduoed to her by the pame of th^ 
puke de Wilcan, a German of high disr 
4inctiont They aat next each other ajb 
Mipper, and soon Isiecame perfectly ao 
jcpaainted— He afterwiu'ds conducted her 
%oaie-^attended ber toilette the following 
morning- and so charmed the inconstant 
Mardbtkmess, that she lookied back with 
anrpriseon her love for the rusl^q, — was 
j|uite ashamed of baying been guilty of 
#i}di a depravity of tasite ; — sh^ therefor^ 
•biimt the letter idbe I:ia4 oeaijy finished 
to ium, and formed a resolotion to reo^W 
ium ia ihe Boanner already related* 
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The Marquis D'lllois, having been de^ 
ceived by two of, his mistresses, lavished 
all his fondness on the only one which 
remained ; and being determined^ if pos- 
sible, to engage her gratitude, and even 
make it her interest to prove truo* to him, 
he made her the most magnificent^ pre- 
sents, the particulars of which it would be 
tedious to enumerate; — but, amongst a 
variety of others, were a purse, with bril- 
liant sliders, and a pair of roses for the 
shoes ; — the first of which he had the mor- 
tification . to see, in less than a fortnight 
in the hands of a professed gamester, at a 
public gaming-table ; and the latter, a few 
days after, worn by the Harlequin in the 
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Italian comedy. Most sincerely mortified 
by the preference given to such unworthy 
rivals^ he instantly discarded the perfidious 
syren, and was so vexed by the repeated 
infidelities- of the ladies of the theatre, that 
he was tempted to wish that he lived on 
better terms with his wife ; and - had Ma- 
dame D'lIIois been the amiable, virtuous 
woman, whose character inspires the liber- 
tine with respect, and whose tenderness 
and fidelity makes him mentaHy blush for 
his continuation in errors he has not suffi- 
cient resolution to amend, it is more than 
probable the Marquis would now have 
sought the path of peace and domestic 
happiness : ' but being, by the conduct of 
the Marchioness, secluded from the least 
prospect of felicity with her, he soon recover- 
ed his gaiety, and, eagerly assiduous in the 
pursuit of pleasure^ resolved to seek a new 



Smliana to supply the plaoe o£ tliose iivlie 
kad fottsaken him* 
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jSmibst the number of those beauties in 
the fashi(xiable worlds whose splendour waft^ 
supported by the folly of tlieir admirers^ 
none were more the delight of one sex, or 
the envy of some part of the other, than 
the elegant Julia^ who Ijved at the expense 
of a rich financier. He allowed her a- 

large income^ a fine^ house^ and eleganl 
carriages, with a suitabl^^stabltsbment. It 
seemed almost ydn for l^onsieur D'lUois 
to attempt to seduce the affection of a 
woman from a lover, whose forttipe and 
liberality gratified cvei^ desire that her 
vanity or ambHion could form ; but 4he 



Min|ttii afl^ctedM mudi tode^sea maHf 
l^lioiie riches wem aociuired by his industry^. 
lEind so ar tfotty inMmiated that hei" chaitna^ 
fvere degraded whilst in the possession of % 
))lebeian^ that she preferrad rank to riches |; 
knd^ in a week after she became aoquaiiite4^ 
with the Marquis^ slie- wrote to the finan# 
deft that reasons of the nitnoH importanet^ 
forbid her longer contanuance with him^ 
and requested he would think on iier no 

r t 

more. 
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^SitR financier, exieessivdy enraged lit th^ 
treatmeht^ wad pi^eparing to «et out ioMone^ 
diately for her Jiouse^ to oblige her to re- 
torn the presents he had made to her, and 
bre^ the furniture he had so foolishly be* 
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jtowed ; but when the bearer of the letter 
informed him^ that she quitted him for the 
Marquis D'lllois^ he was awed by the 
greatness of the connection, and' ha4 not 
spirit enough to resetit an injury when the 
perpetrator of it was a nobleman. And so 
far from prosecuting .his first design, he 
permitted her to keep all she possessed 
from his prodigality, yet, not from any 
remaining affection or regard, but merely 
to astonish her new lover by this method 
of proceeding, and shew what immense 
wealth he must be master of, who could 
thus permit a woman to carjy away with 
her furniture and jewels to so large an 
amount, though her behaviour to hij(p had 
been replete with baseness and ingratitude^ 
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•The delicate beauty, who had thus en- 
gaged the transitory affections of Monsieur 
DlUois^ was the daughter of a cobler, 
.whose honesty and jocularity made him 
known in the neighbourhood % the name 
of Father Lucas. Unfortunately for the 
good man, he lost an excellent wife^ just at 
the time that his daughter, who was 
christened Magdalene, was most in want 
of the care and attention of a mother : 
ahd^ to complete the misfortune of the 
father, the daughter was beautiful and well 
shaped, and very ready to listen to the 
young men, who assiduously paid their 
court to her. The cobler, who, though in 
a low station of life, had more understand* 



ing than is usually possessed by sueh kindt 
of people, soon grew uneasy at the notice 
she attracted^ and would, gladly have placed 
her in' a family ; but she had the misfor- 
tune to have been bora without a palate to^ 
iter mouthy which prevented her the leasfe 
hope of getting any kind of service, o^ 
faer speedi was umnteHigiUe except Mh 
Ihostt accortomed to converse with her:: 
10 circomstaoced, the old man determined: 
to take all the eftre of her iflu bis power ^ 
Ifaerelbre gave up bi»- stsU; at Une comes o£ 
the street^ and contented himsdf wttitt 
wwking St old ^loes in tiiie garret whece* 
he lodged, and obliged our heroine io> take* 
in atockii^ to mend,, and. sit and work by: 
his side, much against her inclinationi 
She, on. the contrary,, heasti^Iy detested anji 
kind of employment— hated this new regur 
lattoa most sincerely— and neglected, to^ 



finish any tiling she undertook. The old 
man frequently addressed her in extempore 
harangues^ oa theadvantages of industry in- 
yoiing women^ yet all his eloquence oa 
tfab anbject ^r^ vain^t she grew daily move 
•faitinate> and be, at length, quite wearied 
by her nngoveenaUe disposition, used (^ 
beat ber very severely, e^pedally when he 
feturaed home intoKicsted from the publico 
house ; which, to say the teutbi generally 
happened at least five nighta ki t^e week. 
7he poor girl, in ooniequenoe of B^ia 
U\ treatment^ became more willing than 
ever to listen to the tender declarationa gC 
her lovers $ and the gentleness and" afieo^ 
tion with which she was tueated abroai^ 
served to* render home more disagreeable^, 
and made her look upon her father as the^ 
most hateful of men, and the wocst o€' 
tyrants.. ^ . 



■r 
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The bewitching smiles and blooming 
graces of the coblert daughter, had made 
xi;dfecp impressfon on the heart of a notary, 
who lived next door but one ; he observed 
her every time she went out, would follow 
her, and take frequent opportunity to 
declare his love, and one day made her an 
absolute offer to take her a ready*furnished 
lodging, where she should be her own 
mistress, provided she would return his 
afFectidn and be constant to him. Julia, 
,ds she had since named herself, resisted 
,these offers of the notary with the most 
resolute virtue ; and as she did not much 
like him, it is probable she might have 
continued to have rejected them, had no* 
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Liicas returned home two or three nights 
after, more drunk than ever, and on find- 
ing her looking out at the window^ he gsiwe 
her so violent a blow that it deprived hef 
of her senses, and left her motionless on 
the floor. When she came to herself, she 
made a resolution no longer to submit to 
this usage, but packed up the very kvr 
clothes she had, and the next morning; 
before her father was awake, went to the 
notary and implored his protection, which 
he granted very readily, and was transported 
with joy, that he had so unexpcfctedly ob- 
tained the object of his wishes. • 
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The notary immediately provided hef 
with a lodging, which he furnished, and 



V 
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bought Iser dotheB nMciie id a faiftiioaaye 
style* — Tbam sttnated and adorned, ^ogm 
vas fiat my occatakm to di^g^vdse her far** 
tber, fiimoe Eadaer Lucas/ had lie met witk 
ber, wQold not have jbnoirai bis onarn ohild. 
Her lover |iaced an iold anaid- servant bodi 
to aitend her, asad^ at the same time;, to be 
a .kind of a spy upon ter actions, for he 
vas eabtemeljr ^ealous^ and ^oon^anCly 
visited her incognito, once a day, and at 
length . became ;SO fixtfiemely- fond of her, 
that he most ardeiatJy wished to :remedy 
titte defeot in (hor speech ; .and for ^Chat 
purpose took her to a very eminent sur* 
geon, famous for rectifying all defects in 
the mouthy and organs of speech. On 
Ciamining the cause of her complaint, he' 
perceived that it entirely arose from the 
want of a fjalate. — A silver ^ne was there- 
fera HMule by his idirecti^n^ and fHaoed so 



jfididoaBly within her mouthy that she vras 
8Don enabled to Jfveak wkh the gnealest 
propriety. The joy of such an aoquisiHten 
gave her liev liiband vi^oicity, and rendered 
her every day more charaiiiig^ — end this 
palate, which it was impossttfle to 4i6eeni 
iwthout looldDg into .ber z«cmiK *e«d«e4 
Julia fiome time after more cefebrated tfaav 
her personable charms, and ^occasionficl 
aome of the most TOmarksble Jievohitiona 
in her Ufe« 
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Thb poor notary was eictisenidky ^uafortiv 
Aate ia xYAs amour ; for, after haTing beew 
at great expense to teach the olgact 4if hia 
affection to speak plain^ almost the first 
use she made of her speech was, to declare 
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to the handsome footman of her bene- 
factor, that she had conceived a passion for 
him. Champagne was extremely tran- 
sported with the declaration, and proposed 
that they should take the first opportunity 
of quitting both the notary and the king- 
dom ; — chance was. soon i&vourable to their 
wishes. The notary was obliged to go a 
journey, when the footman broke open a 
bureau, and robbed him of a considerable 
sum of money; — while the ungrateful 
Julia, having given the maid a holiday, sent 
privately for a broker, to whom she sold 
the whole of the furniture at his own 
price, received the cash, and then set ofF 
with Champagne for Calais, where they 
embarked immediately for Dover, and 
arrived safely in London. 
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Monsieur Champagne now tock upon . 

hirp the character of a man of fashion and 

&mi\yy who with his wife had been obliged 

¥ 

to quit 'France suddenly on an afpiir of 

honour, and who sought an asylum in 

England till the event of the wound of his 

^itagonist was known. They took a lodg* 

ing at the house of a widow, who being of 

a sodable disposition, and charmed with 

the modest deportment of the pretendod 

Madame Champagne, introduced them to 

her acquaintance, and cheerfully accompa-^ 

nied them to all pbces of public amuse* 

ment* Champagne soon became weary of 

his mistress ; but as he left her entirely at^ 

liberty to fbrm her own engagements^ and 

VOL. IX. I 
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go out as often as she pleased, she thought 
her life a very agreeable one^ and was per- 
fectly happy. One day a young acquaint- 
ance sent to Julia, to desire her to go the 
next day, on a party into the country; but 
as they did not wish the landlady to 
make one of the company, it was to be a 
secret. And Mondeur Champagne hav- 
ing, as he had generally done for some 
time, declined going with his wife, Julia 
went out by herself, to the house of the 
lady, very early in the morning, and from . 
thence to Richmond, Where having passed 
an agreeable day, they returned to town by 
water, and it being a tine moon-light night, 
did not get- to London till midnight* 
When Julia entered the house, the servant 
who opened the door expressed herself 
greatly surprised at her return, and on 
calling down her mistress^. Julia was. 
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astonished to find she was come back very 
unexpectedly : ^' For how is it possible/' 
spid the landlady, " I should ever think of 
seeing you any more, when your husband^ 
this very oioruing, paid me all that was 
due, took your property away with him^ 
and told me that he was obliged to go back 
suddenly to France, and was to overtake 

you at Dover^ for which place you had set 

» 

out in the morning ; and the reason you 

had not taken leave of me^ was his having 

enjoined you to aecresy for very particular 

reasons/ Thunder-struck by this informa* 

tion, JuUa was some time before she could 

recover her spirits sufficiently to go into 

her former apartments ; and when she did^ 

found it divested of all her wardrobe, and 

that he had not left her even a second 

change of linen. Shocked at being thus 

redueed at once to poverty and wretched- 

I 2 
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xiess, by the baseness of her lover> she vaa 
for several hours nearly deprived of her 
reason ; and^ when she came to her senses, 
reflection served but to redouble her sor- 
rows, and she passed the whole night iii' 
tears and unavailing lamentations. 
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The nextmorning she had the mortJfica- 
tion to find that the friendship of lier land- 

lady was grown extremely cool ; and in two 

^- • ■ ■ • . 

or three days after, she took an opportu- 
nity to inform her, that she must remove 
the very next morning, as she had let the 
apartment. Thus pbor Julia, after turning 
dvery thing she could possibly spare into 
cash, for present »ubsistencfe, was forced to 
quit her lodgings for a miserable room in 
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an obscure court; and . live with the 
greatest economy, lest she should be re- 
duced to die wijlh hunger. She went daily 
to inquire after Champagne^ at every house 
she knew he had frequented, hoping he 
might be still in England ; and vainly flat* 
tering herself that) though he might have 
wished to deceive his landlady, and change 
his lodgings, yet he would still seek her 
out, and not leave her to perish miserably 
6^v want, in a strange country. Day ^ter 
day thus passed on, till at length she .was 
compelled to believe, that he had indeed 
forsaken her like a vHiain i and she began 
to feel the terrifying approaches of famine ; 
when a man, who lived in the next garret^ 
fmd who fi^owed the laudable ocCupatipfl 
<if a pickpocket, seeing her meagre appear* 
ance, offered her part of his dinner, which 
she joyfully accepted ; and before the re^ 
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past was at an end, they grew so Well ac^ 
quainted, by the assistance of bad French 
and broken English, in which Juliacouldnew 
make herself tolerably understood^ that he 
invited her to share half his rdom^ and the 
precarious livelihood he obtained : thus re^ 
duced to the utmost misery, and almost 
starving, she did not hesitate* a moment^ 
but consented ta become bis future com» 
panion ; and removed herself^ which was 
all she had to convey^ that vevy evenings 
into his wretdied habitation* 



FOLLY CCXVIIL 

She had lived with him some time^ when 
one day as she was walking with him Hear 
Charing-Cross, they met a porter with a 
load on his back, who proved to be an old 
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jtoquaintanoe of the pickpocket; and so 
jrgoioed were they at this accidentsd 
meeting, that they i^recd^ when the 
porter had deposited his burthen, to meet 
at a certaia ale-house and drink together. 
He returned in less than half an hour, and 
took such an extraordinafy fiincy to JuUa» 
:lhat he not only generously offered to pay 
fox as much as she could . drink, but told 
bis friend^ that if he would sell her, he 
would give him^ half^arcrown. The pick* 
pocket at first made some difficulty to part 
with her, and decllared' that she was so very 
pretty, so ^ood-humoured,. and had so 
many qualities, that he could not possibly 
^.take'less than five shillings; but the porter 
resolutely declared that, take it or leave it, 
Jie would give no more than the first- 

^ 

eiFered half-a-crown.. The other having 
wisely considered^ that be should, not only 
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gain the faa}f-(^x)wn, but^ at the same tinne^ 
.get rid of an iocumbnince who shared 
^great part of his profits^ he i^dsented^ and 
jstruck^ the bargain^ axhidrt a crowd <x£ 
Jaughing spectators^ who were highly de^ 
lighted with the jest of a man sdling his 
,wife4 and many ci them declared> that 
had he taken a fancy to theirs^, fsu*. from 

■r f 

exacting balf-a-crown^ they wouU have 
:glven him double thesumi to hare had 
them taken off their hands. 
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.^* The port^ carried off Julia in spite df 
her extreme unwillingness, and todk her 
home with him to a cellar in St. Giles's* 
They descended through a door^ which 
served the double purpose, both of en^ 
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trance and window^ to this wretched abodei 
the furniture of which was exactly suited 
to the meanness of the place ; and poor 
Julia^ being extremely dissatisfied with her 
liew lover, returned no other answer to his • 
repeated questions, but sighs and tears, till 
the porter at last, being out of all patience^ 
iKccused her of sullenness, took up a switch 
in his hand — struck his tiight-cap on one 
»ide — knit his brows, and told her, in a 
tone of voice which made her tremble, that . 
he desired she would not pretend to give 
herself airs, that he had given a great deal* 
of money for herj most likely more than 
she was worth ; and that if she did not i 
behave as she olight, and love him as well 
as the man whom she had left, he could 
assure her, he should not make the least 

• - « 

ceremony of breaking her bones. These 

words had the desired effect ; Julia became 

I 3 
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perfectly obedient^ and soon aocostomed 
to the rough hamour and brutal behaviour 
of her paramour* 
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Julia had, doubtlesSi daily opportunities 

of making her escape from this wretch^ 

but then^ whither could she go? Unknown 

to any person, a stranger to the language 

and entirely unable to get her breads she 

must probably have again run the risk of 

dying with hunger f — as it was, she was 

provided with plenty of food^ and even 

clothes, such as they were. He was* absent 

all day^ and as he was as fond of her as 

he could be of any thing, he frequently 

« 
took her wkh him to the alehouse^ wher^ 

haipDg a tcderable voice^ she used to sing 
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JPrendtii songs to the people who resorted 
thither^ tor which they now and thea 
jpewarded her with a few half-pence. One 
^ening she had drank with them till she 
J9f9s nearly intoxicated^ and singing as loud 
as she possibly coiild» in the midst of the 
-song/ she opened her nx)uth.so extremely 
"wide, that the porter^ for the first time, dis- 
covered the silver palate, and instantly 
oondoding some of the company bad* 
given her a shilling, which she thus meant 
to secret from him, he laid hold on her 
shoulder with, one baud> and. putting the 
ether into her mouth, *' Ah, ah !** said he» 
f^ you vile woman, you hidfe your money 
firom^ me,, do you?^ He then laid hold 
of the palate with his finger and thumb> 
and took it by violence but of her noouth^ 
Pooc Julia in vain^endeavburedLto vindicate 
iiersdfi for having now beea so loBg accus- 



\ 
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toiiied to this assistance^ she could ncft 
articulate a syllable without it, but cned 
out in the most frightful manner^ grc^oied^ 
and threw h^^elf on the floor with audi 
dreadful contortions, that the porter, cdn^ 
dttding that he had done her some very 
essential injury, ran away for fear of being 
punished, taking with him the silver 
palate, which he. sold at the shop of the 
first silversmith he came to. 



FOLLY CCXXI 



V «. 



^TUM people belonging to the akhovse; 
were s^ alarmed at the agonies m whick 
they beheld the unfortunate creatnre, that 

Ifhey concluded she must be seized with a 

« 

tuddien fttAgy ^ ti^e; iberefore called, in the 
assistanice of a oiiaek doctor that lived al 



ihe rerj next door, who beit^ a fbry gveat 
admirer of the lacltes, foxMd his patient 
so extremely pretty, that no one present 
having a dauin to her, he declared^ that 
she must be immediately removed to 
his house, as the cure eould only be per^ 
fected under his own eye; for the most 
attentive care was absolutdy necessaryi 
As none of the company guessed hit 
ilK>tive for this proposal, Julia was carried 
thither directly ; and the doctor's great 
goodness of heart> and charity to the poor^ 
were extolled to the skies* 
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Aa the itinerant physician admtre<!' fcts 
patient, he ^endeavoured' by every method 
Hk hls^ power :to restore 'her speech ; but ill 
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i»iQ did he search Galen and Hippocrates-^ 
Ho remedy that was appHed had the least 
efficacy^ and she remained as damb as she 
jms the first hour she came into the hous^ 
Weary of this painful ^uation^ she 
determined, if possible, to make him com^ 
prebend the cause of her silence, znd 
liaving never learnt to write, she passed 
great part of her time in copying, printed 
Jetteis from books upon paper, and at last, 
by dint of extreme application, was enabled 
to write on a piece of paper, in print hand^ 
that her silence was occasioned by. the loss 
of a silver palate* The doctor was trans- 
ported with joy at this discovery, and 
resolved that this fortunate accident should 
contribute to raise his medical reputation; 
he tberefpre soon after publicly adyatise<|, 
that he had a dumb patient under^his 

:«are, whose cure he would perfi^ in less 
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tiian a month. Many persons came ttf 
•ee Julia; and aftev as manj as he thought 
fit were conmced of the impossibility of 
her speaking to- be understood^ he pro^ 
cured a silver palate, and having fixed it 
into her mouth, tlie cure was universally 
acknowledged to be an almost miraculous 
one ; the* skill of the empiric was raised to 
the skies, and Julia was once more restored 
to the c(»nforts of qieech^ and the pleae* 
sores of society^ 
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Mabsmoissllb Julia now lived wilih 
Uie physidan in every respect as his wiA^ 
and might have continued to live with 
him, most pit)f)ably, for a long time^ had 
she not taken a fancy to a young merchant^ 
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who was a patient of the doctor's, anS 
who frequiently dined at his .table. As he 
admired Julia very much^ he took every 

opportunity to make himself agreeable to 

< 

her ; and she gave him so much encourage* 
inent> that at last^ being obliged to ^ to 
Paris on^ some mercantile aflratrs> he offered 
to take her with bim^ provided she would 
leonsent to disguise herself in boy's clothes; 
Being a maj^ried tnan^ and not a man of 
fashion^ it was necessary for him to observe^ 
at least, the appearance of decency in his 
actions, however immoral in his conduct* 
To this proposition Julia made not the* 
least objection, as she thought the dress ^ 
^ottld; beeome her exceedingly, therefore . 
got every thing ready by the time fixedy. 
and without bidding the* doctor* adieu, set 
Mr one fine mornmg with tne young mer- 
chant £wr France^ 
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Ad soon as they arrived at PanSi 3vi^ 
i^umed the habit of her sex, and the 
young merchant cheerfully bestowed on her 
tan elegant wardrobe^ as a compensation for 
.4hat which it wo^ald have been impossibly 
ibf her to have brought from the doctor'^ 
without subjecting them tp a^difcpver)}. 
Thejt livpd tdg^b^r foftr n^oi^tiis in # ^^ 
sociable oumaer/tHl^^ yoiipgmani having 
transacted all his businessj and not having 
any pretence to atay.any Ic^er at Parii^ 
Jie was 'obliged tQ Ind his fair companion 
an eternal adieu, and emb^^k fqr £^land; 
Jeavingher, however, f srnaU sum of mpne^ 
as some compensation ' fof the loss of hia 
company, which^ however, it mviat ]||» 
owned, she bore patiently* 



/ 
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Julia was not of a disposition to sigk 
for ihe loss of a lover; but having pru^ 
dently considered what she should do, she 
hid out the greatest part of the money in 
additional ornaments for her person, in 
hopes of gaimng another still more gene- 
rous; and for this pucpose exhibited her- 
self by turns at the Comedie-Tuilleries^ 
Palais-Royal, and. the Boulevards, till her 
cash being nearly exhausted, misery began 
once more to appear to her- in its most 
liorrid form i and at tost she was obliged to 
condescend to receive as a visitor, any matt 
who would pay for her supper ; the . only 
meal she was enabled sometimes to make 
4br several days^ tegettien 
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She had lived this wretched Kfe for near 
a months each day accumulating ipfamy 
and shame ; when she one evening was 
accosted by a man in the street^ whOj after 
giving her a supper, returned with her to 
her lodging, and from beholding herdis>- 
tressed circumstances^ concluded she would 
live with him on almost any terms. £fe 
happened to be in want of a servant, and 
being very avaricious^ thought it would 
be the cheapest way of keeping a mistress^} 
he therefore told her that be was in waiit 
t>f a person to take care of the family, and 
if she chose to act in that capadty^ she 
was welicome to her board as long as she 
beloved well. This was an offer not to be 
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refused in her situation ; and, the next 
evening, he took her home to his house. 
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* * • • , 

MoNs. Brusquot, (which was the name 
of her new acquaintance) was a money- 
lender by profession^ and ft rogue from 
trade and inclination. Some weeks after 
Bhe had taken possession of her new statibiH 
es s\^ was standing at t\w window one 
|pEK)rning, she saw a very elegant chariot 
* jBtop at the doori which she was prepariiig 
po open> but was prevented by her master 
5iFho opened it himself, and conducted the 
stranger directly to his tloset. This cir« 
camspection avi^akened the curiosity of 
jjalidj who was tentpted to listen at the 
^por with great attention^ and heard theift 
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count over a oohsiderable sum of money, 
and likewise settle togethec in the moat 
drcumstantial manner wfant persons they 
should assist with small sums^ taking care 
not to advance too ^ much at a time« lest 
it should be sufficient to settle their affairs^ 

■ 

and prevent, instead of accelerate, their 
ruin; -—whom they should arrest — and 
U)en read over a list of those unfortunate 
persons' who were Jo starve in prison, by. 
way of example to others. They next prp^. 
ceeded to a division of their gain, or rather 
the profit they had raised on the misfor- 
tunes of their fellow creatures ; and then 
congratulated each other on having real- 

ized, from unlawful interest, the principal 

> • 

three" times over. Julia, who had not an 

* 
bard heart, was shocked at the inhumanity 

of these wretches, yet wished to see the 

person aiid countenance of so extraordmar^ 
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a being) as from his senttiments she cour 
duded this frietad of her master's must be. 
She therefore placed herself so as to get 
a view of him as he went to his carriage, 
bat no sooner had she obtained one look, 
than a loud cry expressed both her surprise 
and joy, and she threw her arms round 
his neck, to the infinite astonishment of 
Brosqaot) who frowned and bit his lips 
at this extraordinaiy salutation, but in 
van. 
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Tub person on whom Julia bestowed 
t^ese lively caresses, was no other than the 
xK)tary to whom she fled for protection 
from her Other's cruelty and ill-treatment ; 

« 

ittt he was now no longer tlmt notary ^ 



vhose black coat and formal carled wig werei 
tfee external signs of his profession*: on 
the contrary^ the -nchness of his dress, tb^'. 
en^bon-point of his .person^ which was 
iBcreased to such a degree^ that he could' 
neither move without shaking the whole 
reom^ or tkaw his breath but with the 
utmost difficulty, proclaimed that he was 
now become a ^h financier^ who had not^ 
however, forgot his old acquaintance* 
^^ Ah ! my dear child/* said he, returning 
her embraces, '^ how happy am I to have 
met with you once more, notwithstanding 
your ungrateful behaviour, and the un«' 
worthy manner in which you quitted me-« 
but I will forget your past errors, and pro- 
vide handsomely for you. Gome along with 
me, and you shall be constrained to acknow* 
ledge, that the height of human happiness 
is^ to be the mistress of afiiiancier*'^ At' 
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tliei^nd of tfti99{ieechlie gaveiier his hand^, 
which Madeinpi8eile:vJfLdia« it. caniu^^ be 

made the > least - hesitation to- 
accept ^and^ without waiting for the for*' 
i&ality of- askiqg M<Misidbr .Brusquot hia^ 
consent^ stepped into . the gilt carriage of 
aifie finanjcier^ who gravely placed himself 
l^ her ^ide; and poor Brisquot, who had 
fplWe4 thesp to the door, was so awed. 
hy the riches of his competitor, that he^ 
with a smile, aSssisted his mistress in get-^ 
ting into the chariot, though his heart was 
that moment a. prey to rage and disap« 
poi^tment*. 
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Th¥S become the fevouritd oslf : a finnnder, . 
4uUabebeld b^«e]f in the most bdlUanti 
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situation. She had a house richly fur* 
ntshed ; jewels in abundance ; a fine car- 
riage, and a multitude of servants ; — ^yet 
she soon began to complain of the head-acJie 
and the vapours^ and was always nervous to 
the last degree. At length she acquired such 
a predilection in favour of title and rank, 
that she received all the presents of the 
financier with disdain, as being made her 
by 9 man of obscure origin, whom she 
left on the very first proposal made to her 
by the Marquis D'lllois. 
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During the whole time Julia had been 
in France, she had kept the defect in her 
mouth a. profound secret, and when she 
took the palate out, which was always once 

VOL. II. K 
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in twenty-four hours^ she used to retire, 
and bolt herself in a closet : but one day 
dressing in great haste, whilst Monsieur 
D'lUois and some friends were waiting for 
her to go on a party into the country, she 
forgot to fasten the door, while performing 
this operation, and one of her women 
coining in hastily to tell her the company 
were impatient, she had not the presence 
of mind to replace the palate in her mouth 
before she spoke ; but endeavouring to 
chide her for h^r impertinence, made 
so frightful a noise, that the poor girl ran 
hastily out of the room, and meeting one 
of the company in the anti-chamber, who 
eagerly enquire d the cause of her conster- 
nation, she informed him, that her lady 
was suddenly struck dumb. 
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Extremely astonished by this intelli* 
gence, the gentleman eagerly enquiring 
where she liad left Julia, immediately ran 
thither, and found her not yet sufficiently 
recovered to be able to remedy the def^ti 
and so much was she agitated by his unex- 
pected entrance, that the palate dropped 
from her hand gn the floor. He picked 
it up ; but Julia too much alarmed, from 
what she had before suffered, to trust it in 
any one's possession, snatched it from him 
with passion, and put it into her mouth : 
he was most exceedingly surprised at the 
action, and concluded she had certainly 
swallowed the piece of silver, and expected 

she would expire in a few minutes. He 

k2 
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accordingly gave a loud cry for assistance i 
when the company, alarmed, entered the 
room ; to whom h6 related what he had 
seen. Julia had by this time' recovered 
herself, and endeavoured to pass off the 
whole transaction as a jest ; — but Julia 
for a long time after, was known by the 
appellation of tjie beauty mih the siiver 



voice/* / 
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The Baron D'Urbin still at his . chateau^ 
as gay and ridiculous as ever, found that 
he had but vainly flattered himself when he 
hoped that he should be more successful 
with rural than Parisian beauties; those 
of the village were, indeed, at first proud 
of the notice of a man of his rank ; but^ 
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when they once became familiar with him^ 
and had lost, by frequent conversations, the 
respect which his quality had at first 
inspired, they treated him with more free* 
dom than he had been accustomed to from 
better-bred women, and openly expressed 
the disgust he excited both from his per« 
son and age. The^ Baron, finding that 
the country was not likely to be productive 
of amusement, and being quite tired of 
'.over-looking workmen, left the finishing 
of the chateau to the taste and experience 
df the architect, and set ofF for Farts. 
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As the Baron was going along in a very, 
narrow road, he was overtaken by a kind 
of cabriol6, which contained two persons; 
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and the driver being extremely awkward in 
endeavouring to pass the Baron's chaise, 
he ran directly against it, and overturned 
his own machine. — ^The screams which 
issued from it, gave Monsieur D'Urbin rea- 
son to suppose the unfortunate people 
must be greatly hurt; — he therefore stop- 
ped, and gave orders to his servants to 
assist them. They accordingly drew out 
a man and a woman, both dreadfully 
frightened, but very little hurt ; and the 
Baron was not a little suprised to recognize 
the man for a fashionable kind of Ahh6 

m 

whom he had seen frequently in company, 
but who now wore a very elegant riding 
frock, and had all the appearance of a 
man of the world. " Ah !*' cried the 
Baron, "is it possible that I discover my 

old acquaintance the Abbe de in this 

disguise ! What can have occasioned so 
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strange a metamorphosis?" "Many/mdeed,'* 
said the stranger, ** have been the changes 
which I have undergone ; but I hope that 
they will now end, like a modern comedy, 
in marriage." " Well," said the Baron, ** it 
would, I think, be extremely unjust that 
you and this lady should pursue your 
journey on foot,- when my chaise occa- 
sioned the disabling of your's : — I beg, 
therefore, that we may endeavour to mate 
mine hold us all, and I shall then expect, 
as you have raised my curiosity, that you 
will gratify it most amply, by informing me, 
whether your present is your real cha- 
racter, or a disguise to conceal a tender 
elopement with this lady ; and, likewise^ 
what are the numberless metajnorphosis 
that you allude to ?" They both joined 
in accepting the Baron's proposal, and got 
into the chaise, which no sooner began to 
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move, than Monsieur P'Urbin renewed his 
curious enquiries to the gentleman, who 
did not hesitate to give the following nar- 

* 

rative. 
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" I CANNOT say that, strictly speakings 
I have any cau3e to boast of an illustrious 
lyirth, although I have great reason to 
suppose that I have, in fact; had just a,s 
many gi'eat grandfathers and grandmother^ 
as other people, jf I did but know vvhppci 
they were ; but as that is an entire mys- 
tery to me, I shall' candidly acknowledge all 
I know of the matter, which i^^ — that my 
jnother was cooik in the family of a bena- 
^ced son of the church, but how I cam^ 
. tp make my appearance in this ^Qrld| 
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remains yet to be accounted for. It was 
certainly an extraordinary as well as un- 
wished- for event, as the husband of my 
mother was a poor labouring man, who 
lived in a very distant province, and who 
had not seen my amiable parent for many 
years, yet of so tractable and gentle dis- 
position was V he, that he no sooner heard 
that heaven had so unexpectedly blessed 
him with a son, than he generously conh- 
«ented to own me, and permitted me to 
be registered by his name. This sweetness 
of temper, and christian-like virtue, of thus 
hiding the faults and frailties of his neigh- 
bour, were rewarded even in this life, for 
no sooner had he declared by letter to the 
master of my mother, his having taken 
a resolution to act by her so generously, 
than from a state of extreme poverty, to 
the surprise of the whole neighbourhood^ 

K 3 
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he became comfortably settled, and enabled 
to live in a decent kind of credit. 



FOLLY CCXXXV. 

** My mother's master was so kintl to her, 
that he suffered her to lie-in at his own 
house, permitted her to nurse me herself, 
paid for my schooling till I was twelve 
- years of age, and then enquired for a 
master to take me as an apprentice; but 
as both my mother and her master wished 
to get rid of me as cheaply as possible, 
they made up a lamentable story of the 
misfortiuies of rriy father, whom they 
averred had been dead some year$, without 
leaving me a single farthij)g ; and my dis- 
tressed situation pleaded so forcibly for 
me with an engraver in the neighbourhood. 
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that he agreed to take me, and teach me 
his business without any premium at all. — 
One part of this agreement he strictly ful- 
filled, which was to take me — but the 
other, which was to teach me his trade, 
he entirely forgot, and endeavoured to 
make himself amends for my board and 
lodging, by the numberless services hfi 
exacted from me. In consequence of this "^ 
I did more than half the work of the 
house, and was sent on so many messages, 
that any one would have supposed the 
employment I was intended for, was that 
of a running footman. I lived with him 
three years, and he kept me so hungry 
the whole time, that I was often forced to 
employ the whole of my cunning to pro- 
cure myself victuals. — I accordingly be- 
came an adept in the cheating science,—' 
and was as complete a rogue as my years 
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wQuld admit of ; — and to give you a proof 
of it, I had nightly watched a woman, who 
sold fruit opposite our windows, and who 
used to count over her money every even- 
ing, and was for a long time together sit- 
ting over it, making those calculations 
which her extreme ignorance rendered 
very tedious. I coveted some pieces of it 
f;^ extremely, and resolved to get them, if 
possible, into my possession. — I lay awak^ 
niany nights, contriving how tO' obtain 
them, but ^t la§t hit on the following ex- 
pedient : — I rubbed thp bottom of a plate 
with a very strong glue, , and taking it in 
both hands^ I ran intp the shop, and set it 
down suddenly on the heap pf cash, desired 
her to make haste to serve me immediately 
with what I wanted. In consequence of 
this manoeuvre, two or three of the pieces 
Stuck to tW battom of the plate^ ^nd I 
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brought them off undiscovered, greatly re- 
joiped at the success of this stratageu}. 



FOLLY CCXXXVL 

*' I puBSUED this scheme for a long time 
with success, till at last the old lady, hav- 
ing frequently missed pioney in a very un- 
accountable manner^ became mor^ atten- 
tive, and one evening fortune proved so 
very unfavourable tp me, that a piece of 
twelve 50US dropped from the bottom, and 
discovered the whole of my contrivance ; 
the fruiterer laid hold on me immediately, 
f^nd cried thieves, with all her might ; the 
neighbours soon assembled, and the curi'* 
osity of the engraver brought him with 
the rest, who, not chusing to keep an ap^ 
prentice o( similar abilities,, $eQt to my 
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mother, and then turned me out of doors. 
My mother and her master, not contented 
with correcting me very severely, presented 
a petition to the magistrates tha;t I might 
be confined in the Bic6tre, never consider- 
ing that the SQciety to be met with in a 
prison must render a mind, naturally in- 
clined to evil, still more vicious: — but 
they never thought of the consequences 
arising to me, since the end of getting rid 
of me was thus completely answered. I 
was accordingly sent thither immediately ; 
and no sooner did I arrive, than I revolved 
in my mind, day and tiight, the most pos- 
sible way to make my esgape ; and at last 
concluded, that-1 should not be able to 
accomplish it by any other means than pre* 
tending ilhiess, for I had heard that those 
persons who were sick in the Bic^etre, wer6' 
sent to the Hotel Dieu, from whence I 
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concluded it would be much easier to get 
away than from the place where I was. I 
therefore feigned a disorder in my chesty 
and oppression on my lungs; and, as I 
complained very much, the visiting phy- 
sician did not give- himself the trouble to 
investigate my disorder, but had the com- 
plaisance to declare it to be of a very seri- 
ous nature. 



r\ 
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" Accordingly, one morning I was put 
into a cart with some fello\y- prisoners, who 
might, perhaps, be as great hypocrites as 
myself, and conveyed to the Hotel Dieu, 
where we were put six into a bed. For 
some days I pretended to be too ill to rise, 
t}ll several of my companions, by turns. 
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having died by my side, I thought sleeping 
.with thedead ratheran uncomfortable thing, 
and, therefore, affected to get better, and 
was soon after permitted to get up, and in 
a day or two to go down and walk in a 
large hall, equipped in the dress of the 
house, which was a long coarse flannel 
gown, and a nightcap of the same elegant 
materials. For several days I walked here 
for many hours, watching a favourable op- 
portunity to make off; but at last/ one 
evening, when it was nearly dark, and only 
two or three persons in the hall, who were 
busily employed at the further end of it, 
I stole out at the door, and fortunately 
passing through several rooms undiscover* 
ed, got safely into the street, and ran 
straight forward as fast as my feet could 
carry me. 
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^^ Night came od^ and I had not the least 
reason to hope that I should find an asy- ' 
lum from my pursuers^ in case they should 
think it worth their while to follow me : 
neither had I one single sous in the world, 
nor even clothes to my backj except my 
miserable flannel dress, which served only 
more strongly to mark me for observation, 
find rendered me mcH-e likely to be disoo* 
vered. I ran for an hour or more, terri* 
fied at the least noise, and trembling at; 
the sight of every one I met ; at last I 
(took shelter in the court-yard of sr magni- 
flcent hotel, where I no sooner got in, tbau 
I was surrounded by the inferior servantSf 
who, from the singularity of my dress, 
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mistook me for a madman. Happily for 
me, the master of the house, hearing a 
great noise, enquired the cause of it, and 
ordered me to be brought before him. 
When I beheld him, the benevolenge of 
his aspect, and mildness of his interroga- 
tories, inspired me with confidence. I, 
therefore, threw myself at his feet, and 
told him the truth of my story ; — he was 
moved at my distressed situation, and, on 
my sincere sorrow for the past, and pro- 
mise of better behaviour in future, he 
clothed me ; and, after keeping* me a week 
in bis house, sent me to school to learn 
Latin. He assured me, at the same time, 
that if I continued to behave well, he 
' would J5rovide for me in the church. I 
was pleased with the no\relty of my situa- 
tion, and, having a good capacity, soon 
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made great progress in' my new plan of 
education. 



FOLLY CCXXXIX. 

* 
" In a year's time I was able to express 

myself in Latin like a little Cicero^ and my 
protector had every reason to be pleased 
with my behaviour in regard to him ; but, 
being of an artful^ mischievous disposition^ 
my fellow-students sometimes suffered 
from the tricks I played them: even 
the masters, under whose tuition I was 
. placed, were not exempt entirely from its 
effects. — For instance ; it is in some pa- 
rishes a rule, at the end of Lent, to go 
from house to house to make a collection 
for the preacher — I, therefore, hired a pro- 
per habit and surplice, and went round to 
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every door^ soliciting the charity of well- 
disposed Christians, in behalf of their pas- 
tor ; and as rhetoric was nny talent, I per- 
suaded most of them to give somethings 
and by this means made a very ample col- 
lection, which supplied my extravagancies 
, a long time. But the best of the story is^ 
that vfhen the real vicar went round after- 
wards to require their donations,, he was 
considered as practising an imposition^ and 
treated accordingly. . 
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*' Time, however, brought his innocence 
to light. Some very wise ahd religioqs 
persons, who were extremely vexed to have 
been thus sacrilegiously, as they termed k, 
cheated out of their donatioas, could not 
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bat suspect that the first collector was a 
cheat, and began to talk loudly of their 
suspicions, till at last it came to the, ears of 
the person from whom I borrowed my 
dress, and who was so enraged against me 
for having thus drawn him in as an accom. 
pfice in my guilt, and so afraid of being 
suspected of sharing in the advantage of 
my crime, that he related the fact to all 
who would listen to it, and I was soon dis- 
covered, and expected to be rewarded for 
my ingenuity in the most ample, if not 
the most agreeable manner. — Assured of 
the dangerous predicament in which I 
stood, and it not being in my power to fly, 
since the money I had thus^ acquired^had 
been spent soon after it was obtained, I 
one morning threw myself at the feet of 
my benefactor, and declared, in the most 
pathetic terms, that I was so extreipely 
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shocked at the errors of my youth, and 
the numherless crimes I had committed, 
that, in order to expiate my sins, I had 
come to a resolution to quit the world, 
and to retire into the mon^stry of La 
Trappe. My patron had the goodness to 
credit my hypocritical vows of repentance 
and amendment, but did not oppose a de- 
termination which he looked upon as an 
inspiration from Heaven, ^nd therefore 
shed tears of joy over the future saint; 
not without a selfish hope, perhaps, that 
some of my works of supererogation might 
mitigate a few of his own offences, from 
the consideration, that it was his charitaole 
assistance had thus brought me into the 
way of piety and truth. He gave me his 
blessing very devoutly at my departure; 
and what was still more beneficial to a tra- 
veller, a purse with a few louis to bear the 
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expenses of my journey to my retreat; 
and then I set out, not to La Trappe in- 
deed, but to a place much more consonant 
to my ideas, which was to an inn at Nan- 
terre, where I took half a dozen compa- 
nions with me, and there lived very mer- 
rily till all our money was exhausted. 
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^* My purse was no sooner empty than we 
were obliged, from necessity, to return to 
Paris, and, on my way thither, I composed 
a long story, sufficient to inspire my bene- 
volent protector with compassion, of my 
having been robbed on my way to La 
Trappe, and the dreadful miseries I had 
endured on my way back t© Paris. But 
my studied eloquence was vain, and all 
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the pains I had taken to give an air of 
probability thrown away^ as I found his 
door absolutely shut against me, and a 
message left with the porter not to be seen 
there any more, if I valued my personal 
safety. From this I was convinced that 
he was well informed of the truth of my 
expedition^ and did not dare to make any 
further application. Thus deprived of my 
only friend, without the least resource, I 
thought it high time to consider how I 
should find means to preserve my miser- 
able existence ; and , being both tall and 
strong for nly age, I resolved to enlist into 
the army, and soon after became a soldier 
in a regiment then in garrison at Rochelle, 
where I arrived safely, in company with 
the rest of the recruits. Here I formed 
aft iritintacy with a young man, who shared 
my bed, and who did me a thousand little 
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services^ which I endeavoured to ^eturn^ on 
my part, by every means in my power, 
and we soon became inseparable compa* 
nions. Two or three months after we 
came to Rochelle, my friend received an 
hundred louis from his &ther, nearly all he 
was worth in the world, and what he 
could very ill spare, in order to purchase 
his discharge. Our Colonel being absent, 
and the young soldier much afraid of 
losing a sum of this consequence, request*- 
ed me to keep it for him a few days, as he 
had not a trunk that would lock. Almost 
as soon as he had entrusted it to me, I 
formed a plan to keep possession of it. In 
pursuance of this, I slipped out unperceiv* 
ed, and buried the money in a very private 
place amidst some bushes, which I took 
care to mark in such a manner, that I 
could infallibly know it again, and then 

VOL. II. h 
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feturned to xny eprnpanions, who^ ferfrom 
Buapeeting the matter, asked me to §o 
and driiik, which I gbdiy compiied /with« 
We drank a good deal, and though I was, 
in fact, perfectly sober, pretended to be the 
soonest intoxicated, and they being nearly 
snore than half drunk^ we none x>f ns ra* 
turned to quarters, but lay down on a 
bench which was in the room. When we 
had lain and slept several hours, ;I .no 
sooner awoke, than I put my hand into 
my pocket, and declared to my astonished 
comrade, with a loc^ of inconceivable hor- 
ror, and dll the geatures of a madman^ 
that I had lost the hundred louis whilst I 
slept. I pretended to look every where 
about the room ; but when all search was 
declared to he vain, I appeared to becomp 
almost frantic with despair, and at last 
medout, 'Thieves!' as loud as I could^ 



whilst the oaths and threats of the young 

soldier augmented the noise to such a de^ 

gree, that several of our offiodrs ran into 

the room to enquire what was the matter ; 

and hearing the \^hole story, began to €x« 

amine me very accurately, and finding me 

prevaricate in my evidenbe, suspected «* 

^eat, and instantly sent me to the dun- 

geon. — I was tried by a court-martial the 

nMt day, and though I still persisted in 

my declarations. of innocence to the kst^ 

yet appearances wereso strong against me, 

that I was deemed unworthy any longer to 

serve the King, and sentenced to first run 

the gauntlet, and afterwards to be drummed 

out of the regiment, and never more al- 

lowed to carry arms : the latter part of the' 

sentence, in my opinion, fully compensated 

for the former, as I by this means procured 

my dischar|;e without paying for it, 

ii 2 
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'^ Afteb this ceremony w£is over, and I 
had been hissed out^ I hid myself near the 
town till night, and then^ though my 
shoulders were very sore, made a shift to 
get to the place where the louis were con- 
cealed, and as soon as I had them in my 
possession, thought myself, in spite of my 
disgrace, a very fortunate fellow ; and set 
out immediately for a very distant province, 
where I took a lodging, made a few ac- 
quaintances, and behaved so well to them, 
that I was. soon received in several credit- 
able families, and insinuated myself so 
much into their esteem, that they intro- 
duced me to the governor, who believing 
me to be really a gentleman of fortune. 
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permitted me to purchase a lieutenancy, 
which I pkid for with the best part of the 
hundred louis, and thought it well bestow- 
ed, since I had not any objection to the 
military life as an officer, though I ab- 
horred that of a common soldier. I now 
entered deeply into the science of play, 
and acquired a method of cutting, dealirig, 
and shuffling the cards, which, if not much 
to my honour, was at least greatly to my 
advantage, by which means I was so suo- 
cessful, that I dressed with taste, gave 
elegant entertainments, and lived very ex- 
pensively for some time: but, unfortu- 
nately for me, a deserter was one day taken 
up by my company, who had deserted from 
that corps a twelvemonth before, and had 
inlisted into that which I had lately left so 
dishonourably at Rochelle. When this 
man was tried, I was on the court-martial. 
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and appointed, after his conviction^ to read 
to him the sentence of death. I bad not 
the smallest recollection of his person; 
but, vmludcily for me, his mem(H'y was not 
so erroneous, for he fixed his eyes on me 
stead&stly, Bnd with a deep sigh, ^ I 
have, Gentlemen/ said he,, addressing 
htmKlf to the Gour^ ' deserved the death 
I am doomed, to* sufier, and committed 
m&tif actions which I sincerely repent ; 
but most particiflar4y ^o I accuse myself 
of having shewn me^cy tq the shouldera 
of that wretch^ pointing to me, when he 
' run the gauntlet through the regiment 
now at Rochelle, for having stolen an hun- 
dred louia from his comrade.' 
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*^ This aoouftation. crsatod a.gftiMral sur« 
priw^aod Goiutaniation, aad. myecnifiiMn 
ffmxsg' great cuose to beliew it to-be aifaotv 
iny aoperior offioeni ordered me to be put 
iRstantly under an arrest, and oondacted 
to prison* Ilk governor, envaged at hay ^ 
ing been tims deoeived, was inveterate 
against me, and the next day I was coo* 
ducted to the head of my company, who 
were drawaup under arms, when an officer 
took off my sword, and having broken it 
aaonder, he disdainfully threw me the sum 
I had paid for my commission^ and. I 
quitted the town, amidrt the hisses of the 
soldiers^ and the acclamations of the po* 
pulace. 
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** I WENT directly to Paris, and when at-' 
rtved there, had still the assurance to wear 
my uniform, on pretence - of being an 
officer, whose curiosity had brought him to 
the metropolis. This-fable met with uni- 
versal belief, or at least no oiii'e gave them- 
selves the trouble to contradict it, which 
answered my purpose just as well ; and as 
I pursued all mani^r of pl^sure without 
the least reserve, I was again reduced to 
the utmost distress :-^for here my adroit 
management of the cards would no longer 
be of service to me, since there were at 
.Paris- many persons who understood that 
science much better than myself. I was 
soon forced to have recourse to the mean-* 
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est and most despicable artifices to obtain 
a precarious livelihood. One evening, at 
the French*comedy, I stood in the parterre, 
next to an honest, plain-looking man, who 
frequently drew from his pocket a most 
tempting gold snufF-box, on which I cast a 
longing eye every time he exhibited this 
piece of finery, which by no means cor- 
responded with the other parts of his 
dress. When the performance was nearly 
over, and every one attentive to the catas* 
trophe, I ventured to slip it/ as I thought 
unperceived, out of his pocket into mine ; 
but fate so ordained, that he missed it 
almost the very moment after, and very^ 
justly syispected his next neighbour ; but, 
unwilling to cause confusion in the house, 
and, perhaps, not wishing me to undergo 
the punishment I so richly deserved, he 

took me by the arm, and said to me in a 

l3 
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' whisper, ^ My friend^ yott kbve taken my 
snuff-box out of ttiy i^oeket^— <elwril it to 
me instantly, or I will immediatdy deliver 
you up to the guard/ It was ia vain for 
me to pretend to any evasion, smce be 
would doubtless have searched my pockets 

> 

directly. I therefore stood pale and trem- 
bling, lHit ai length assuming some degree 
of courage from the humanity apparent in 
his coyntenaiice : ' It is too true, Sir/ said 
^ I4 * With shame I acknowledge my crime, 
but, as it is the first I have been guilty of, 
do not, I beseech you, expose an unhappy 
young man^ but content yourself with 
drawing it privately from my pocket, and I 
will stand in such a manner as to give you 
an opportunity to take it unperceived/ The 
])Oor, foolish fellow swallowed the bait, and 
agreed to this proposition ; but, no sooner 
did I feel. his hand entirely in my pocket. 
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than I laid hold of it, and called out (ov the 
guard with the greatest vociferation. In 
vain dttl he*relate the truth of the fact, and 
loudly protest his ionocence^ many persons 
had seen his haiid^ whilst I by force held 

it in my pocket. He therefore met witk 

» 

neither pity nor belief from the spectators, 
and he waa by them consigned to the cus* 
tody of the guard, and most probably taken 
to a dungeon, whilst I, during the con- 
fusion, made off with, my booty, which I 
instantly sold for a considerable sum, and ' 
went that very night through the province 
<^ Languedoc for IMkintpellier. 



FOLLY CCXtV, 

•* I HAD been but a very 'short time at 
Montpeilier, when I became acquainted 
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with a person who was in the office oftax^ 
gatherer there ; and as 'I found he would 
not only be a useful^ but lucrative friend, I 
applied myself closely to study his disposi- 
tion. I first gained his confidence by 
writing sentimental billet dtmx to a lady 
with whom • he was honourably in love ; 
and by being serviceable to him in some 
other amours, which vvere pretty numerous, 
and not quite so sentimental ; in short, so 
far ingratiated myself into his esteem, that 
lie made me his clerk, and appointed me 
receiver under him. When, finding me 
very diligent and attentive to business, of- 
which he was very careless and dilatory, • 
and pleased with having an assistant who 
saved him so* much trouble, he put the 
matter entirely into my hands, and in- 
trusted me with the whole receipt of the 
cash 4 the consequence of which was, that 
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as soon as I had accumulated sums to as 
large an amount as ever could be in my 
hands at one time, my patron being gone 
on a pleasurable jaunt for six weets^ and 
quite secure of not being missed for some 
days, I set off early one fine morning With 
all the money in my possession. 



FOLLY CCXLVL 

J 

•* When I had travelled for two days, the 
sight of a convent of monks determined 
me to take a secure refuge for a time under 
their protection. . I . therefore went up 
boldly to the gate and requested to speak 
with the superior. On his appearance I 
threw myself at his feet, and with a flood 
of tears, entreated him to receive into his 
house a sinner, who wished to expiate his 



980 piisHnaMKBUS .sozxies. 

cnmes by penance and repentance; and 
after having, m some degree, made aa 
atXNiement for his ounces, might be ad- 
nntted Co take the holy habit of their 
swtety. The good man, moved by my 
tears and entreaties^ and likewise prompted : 
to compassion by a few louts which I pri-. 
vately put into his hand, received me with 
cordial affection — took me into the house, 
and invested me with. the habit of a novice, 
which being as far in the profession as I 
cHt intended ix> go, I took an opportunity 
a £sw weeks a£ter, when I conclu(hd the 
heat of the pursuit was^ over, to decamp , 
fpom the convent, perfectly secure, that tho 
clerk to a eadfiier would not be easily dia^* 
oiDvered under the &i)ck and cowl of a 
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«< I TOOK the precaution, however^ to pro^ 
ceed on my travels through by-ways aid. 
unfrequented roads^ least the monks shotdd 
take it in their, head to follow, me^ and 
oblige me to return the vile dress, the value 
of which my louis had paid ten times oven 
I now returned once more to Paris, but 
took care to take lodging in a very distant 
quarter from that in which I had resided 
before. I then changed my greasy monk's 
frock for the cloak of an elegant Abb^^ 
and bdng thus metamorphosed into a cle* 
rical petit maitre^ with perfumed hair^ re« 
fined conversation^ and alEi^ed airs, I 
gained the admiration of the ladies ; and^ 
aS I had plenty of money, soon found 
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friends^ who introduced me into several 
respectable assemblies in private houses^ 
where I made acquaintance with fashion- 
able women, at whose houses I had the 
honour of your notice, Monsieur, said the 
adventurer, bowing to the Baron, though 
you little imagined what a variable being I 
then was, ^nd had been. 



FOLLY CCXLVIIL 

^^ All this whil#, though my time passed 
very pleasantly, yet I had the mortification 
to find my cash decrease very fast, and be- 
gan to think that it would be jnost prudent 
to endeavour to get my friends to procure 
me a future subsistence; knowing that, 
such is the nature of mankind, they would 
be infinitely more active in my ser- 
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vice^ whilst they had not the least reason 
to suppose that I was in real want of their 
assistance; for it is a melancholy truths 
that it is much easier for a rich man to get 
a considerable addition to a large income^ 
than for a very poor man to get him suf- 
ficiency, to buy him bread. My success 
verified my idea, and I was soon after in^ 
troduced to a person high in the churchy 
as a rich young Abb6^ who wished prefer- 
ment^ more for the name of the thipg than 
pecuniary motives ; for which reason I was 
soon made a canon with twelve hundred 
livres a year, without taking priest's orders^ 
but was to reside at one of the principal 
towns in Burgundy. Delighted with my 
good fortune, though I disguised my real 
sentiments with an air of the most consum- 
mate indifference, I thanked my patron in 
a careless manner, and soon after set out to 



take posfiession o£iBy'bttn^ofl^ trBmfK)iitail 
with. joy. 
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'' Thus I becaote a canoiti^ thoB^ nakosm 
, of the isoat res^^ctabJe^. but^. iaatead ofr 
attending to the dutiea of my offic^ £ 
thought only of indulging myself in every^ 
liind of luxury withm my power. Thm 
situated, you wilt easily siuppose that ( dkb 
not make a point of attmding constant^ 
at the choir ; but to pee vent a complaintoff 
such omissions from arising among tfae^ 
hrotherhood, I regaled them frsqueh^afc 
is^ house, — ^andiy a£ th^ i»vitad: me ii> rev 
tiim> our life- had ks^ share of festik 
WiSy* I visited likewise amongst my femcde 
iQQghbows^ and-fidt deeply in love with a> 



. / 
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lady^ who9& husband was my friend. FincU 
ing she received me with some d^ree 
of partiality, I ventured to declare my pas** 
stODi which she received without resent* 
ment^ and in such a manner, that I had 
every reason to believe I had made ao im^ 
presaion on her heart* 



FOLLT CCL. 

«^ Thb lady aeemed even to look upon m^ 
with a more fiivourable eye, after the con^ 
fesbion I had made. Encouraged by such, 
behaviour I grew bolder, and earnestly^ 
pressed her to grant me an assignatioiti— « 
She^hesitated^ it is true, but made no oth«r 
objectioa than the difficulty of evading thfts 
watchful jealousy nf her husband, whowa«». 
and, I presume, not without caua^, ejt* 



/ 
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tremely suspicious of her conduQt : ^ but 
chance was, however, soon after so favour- 
able to our wishes, that he was obliged to 
go a journey to settle some affairs in a 
distant province. The fair one gave me 
this information in a note^ and desired me 
to be with her at midnight. This I punc-» 
tually complied with, you need not doubt ; 
but scarcely had we sat down to a little 
elegant collation she had provided, before 
a loud knocking at the street-door alarmed 
us exceedingly ; and soon after we heard a 
voice demand admittance in so authoritative 
a tone, that we were convinced it could Be 
that of no other person than the master 
of the house, who was so unexpectedly 
returned, very much unwished for by 14^— 
but extremely apropos for the hofumr of 
his own family. 
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^^ Thus situated^ it would certainly have 
been most prudent to have endeavoured to 
secret myself in some closet or place from 
whence I might have escaped undiscovered 
wfien all was quiet, but my evil genius 
tempted me rather to risk sliding down by 
a sheet from a window into the back street^ 
thougfa I had the height of two stories to 
descend. The lady in vain endeavoured to 
dissuade me from so dangerous an enter- 
prize, but I refused to listen to her remon- 
strances.; and terrified almost to death, 
least I should be discovered, I eagerly 
caught hold of the corner of a sheet, -which 
I prevailed on my mistress to hold with the 
assistance of her chamber-maid, and down 
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I went ; but, unfortunately, the sheet being 
too short, I found myself soon in a very 
dangerous situation^ being obliged to jump 
the remainder of the height without even 
knowing howiar I had to leap, and thus 
ran the ri^ etdier xf idllhig my sdf on tiie 
spot, or at least i)i!eaking some ^of my 
bones ; butin endeavoimng tojomp downi 
I met with a diabolical iai;ge 'hook in my 
way, which projecting half a:£)otfrom tibe 
\Ball, caught bold of a certain part of my 
dxess iVery near the hips, and the sudden 
jerk reversed my whole body, turned me 
quite Tound, and, though it held me very 
fast^ yet I remained, in a most disagreeably 
situatbn, with my head downward, like 
the tomb of Mahomet, suspended between 
heaven and earth, and full twelve feet from 
the ground. 



PABHKWAWbB JTiOftLISf . ft30 



FOLLY CCLH. 

*^ T«ifi mighty perhaps, c5ome under'the 
denomination of a Tery ^fortunate escape, 
and «any persons would have thought 
thermelfes greatly indebted to the hook 
on v^hich I bestowed a thousand impre- 
cations, whilst I struggled to get loose, 
though at the risk of breaking my neck. 
To add to my-misfortune, the house of my 
mistress was situated m one 6T the most 
frequented parts of the town^ ^d this back 
street led to a public market, by which 
means, as soon as the sun was risen, I was 
exposed to the jests and laughter of the 
populace, who were at once both entertained 
and surprized to see me in such a situation,, 
like a bat nailed against a wall, with my 
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head downwards. My ecclesiastical habit 
increased the mirth of the spectators^ and 
when I addressed myself to them in the 
most humble manner, beseeching them 
to assist me to get down, their acckma^ 
tions redoubled on hearing my voice^ as if 
they were surprised to find me a human 
being. This uproar drew the husband to 
the window, who instantly guessing the 
truth of the adventure, sent to a magistrate, 
who gave orders to his myrmidons to come 
and take me down, and bring me before 
him, where I was obliged to submit to 
undergo a very severe examination; but^ 
happily for me, my brethren of the church 
took cognizance of the affair, and either 
in consideration of the many dinners I had 
given them, or the fear of having disgrace 
brought upon their order by my under- 
going a public punishment^ they prevailed 
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pn the magistrate to deliver me into their 
hands ; and, having privately punished me 
very severely, excluded me from receiving 
any further benefit from the church, being 
now rendered unworthy to perform any 
.of the sacred functions. 



FOLLY CCLllL 

** Having thus entirely lost my church 
preferment, I. once more took shelter in 
Paris ; and when I had been there some 
weeks, I formed a resolution to became an 
advocate, in which (having more than a 
tolerable assurance) l flattered myself I 
should certainly succeed, though I was 
unacquainted with any part of the law, 
except a few of the tiechnical terms, and 
ttiat part, of it which had served to punish 

TOL. II. M 
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me for my misiemeanors. By tb6 help 
of a friend/ ^Uststed by a stratagem, which 

4 

it would be tedious and tmentertainmg to 
repeat, I obtained a lioencej and as I was 
blessed with great volubility of tongue, it 
induced many persons to believe that I 
really understood what I professed; and 
however absurd it may appear , I certainly 
gained a great number of clients. When 
I had been in this situation for about a 
twelvemonth^ a widow apfdied to recover 
an estate, whidi had been teft to her by 
her husband, hut whose right of devising 
it was disputed fay Us heirs. I thought 
this matter worthy of aU my attention^ and 
stated the afiair to some of the most emi- 
nent counsd, and finding them unanknous 
m their opinion of the justice of theqbisi^ 
and knowing her too poor to carry on th& 
cause, I determined to make my fortmm 



at oDce,^ and candidljF' told ber LuMiuld 
undertake the caxM^ witbout pitUing haa 
to any expense- wbaiover» prwldad aha 
tifould enter iata an agmameBt to iMrry 
wofi, if U were deGidad^ill ber famur^ Shi 
.agi^eed to tbU.proppsaJ,, wbiah.1 took cai9 
to have drawa up by a notacy ia the forqci 
of a contract, and properly witnessed^ and. 
in six months time I gained an estate of 
ten thousand livrea -a year^ with an excel- 
lent house upon it^ and at the same time, 
a wife^ of whote. perMnal perfections yoa 
may judges aa this is the lady herself wkfa 
wbom I aiOi Bcmr g<i»ng for a miaaith to 
Pat isj oa a visk lo a friend. Thus you see^^ 
tboMgh PytMgoras adopted the belief oC 
the traAfiftHgration of soula through vai'ioaa 
bodiea only after death, yet my system ia 
naore extensive, fee I have proved to ydn 

iQOat indisputably^, that soy ptwaut st»tA 

U2 
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of existence has' been liable to as many 
inetaoiorphoses here, having been changed 
from an engraver to an abb6 — a, soldier — 
a monk-^n officer — ^a cashier— a canon — ^ 
an advocate ; and what is the greatest and 
most extraordinary revolution of all, from 
an advocate I am become an honest man/* 



FOLLY CCLIV. 

The companion of the Baron finished his 
history just as the chaise entered the gates 
of Paris^ and Monsieur CUrbin had the 
politeness to offer to set them down at the 
house of the friend to whom they were 
going; but the gentleman declaring he 
had some business to transact before he 
went thither, the Baron contented him- 
self with leaving them in one of the prtn- 



\ 
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Gipal Streets^ and had not long parted with 
his communicative fellow-traveller, ^before 
he perc^ved that, in spite of all professions 
of .honesty and amendment, he had foun^ 
means to take away withvhim both a very 
elegant English ^ repeater out of his fb|>9 
and a purse of fifty louis from his;pocket. 
The Baron was extremely enraged, and 
jiever once considered that the person who 
had thus deceived him, had set out^ith 
acknowledging himself to be a rogue, and 
that the continuation of his history had 
proved him such a consummate deceiver, 
that not any credit ought to have be^ 
given to his protestations* He hastened,: 
therefore, to the hotel of Madame ]>Illois^ 
so very angry, that, as he neither knew the 
name of the thief, nor his estate, which he 
bad carefully avoided the ^mention of, du- 
ring the whole of his narration, he deter* 
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oifncd to gfw an accorate description of 
his |)erBon^ and a large Teward for appte* 
hcndinglAm; butfindinjr^ti^enlieanwca 
at "1^ MarditoMBS'a liotel^ fliat ahe was 
gene to the tnasqoerade^ he threw orer 
i^ a %la(^ 'AiminOy and h»tefied after 
h»^ ^Aiout thmktng uny mone of %is 
fmtchaiMl para^ or l!he arcih deedirer ttfio 
kn chMta4 kisi of l}wl« 
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• % ' 

Iw ^6 tttean^ ihfit Mon^tenr TSftHeiB eon« 
tinned to airport hrs ftvoutate Jofia^ m m 
aljfte anperioi^^ that tntrhich the financier 
had tnantamed her. Bot <be Marquis, 
mrfortunateiy, not hating any «hare in the 
finance, hi3 fortune cotM not aiibrd htm 
this Tariety of ItMcnry and extravagaace. 
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without beiqg greatly deranged; — He was 
someitimes even distressed for money to 
^rsue his amuflepents ; nevertheless^ he 
ooatinued the porsait of pleasure with th« 
banse eagerness, although^ to gratify it;^ 
bi(5 stewaiKl add faring mortgt^ed estates^ 
and bought annuities daily^ for the purpose 
of supplying him with cash; and it wo^ 
have bead imposisibie . fi>f him. to have 
gained longer credit, had he not been a 
fnan of distinction. Froud of having the 
name of a person of quality in their books, 
they charged their own price, and waited 
with tolerabfe patience^ ' tbe payment of 
fteir failfe. It is true, that, his levee was 
«onie!timea oonf^tposed df actors ; biit a 
bow to dae^^tb smite tb tiie second— and an 
^enquiry after &e fluntly of a thir^, were such 
eharms to plebeians, that they frequency 
limhcxi the intend^ demand, Mid often 
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obliged them to retire without uttering a 
syllable to 30 polite and well-bred a debtor ; 
although the same tradesmen^ had the 
debt been due from one of their own rank^ 
would have been deaf to the tears and 
intreaties of a wife and helpless family, and 
perhaps have refused to wait till honest 
industry could have accumulated the sunf 
that was to satilsfy their impatience. ' 



FOLLY CCLVL 

The steward of the Marquis D'Hlols, being 
a man of strict honesty, and one whose 
f^eut regard for the;£unily rendered him 
extremely dissatisfied with the fashionable 
situation of the af&irs of his master, used 
to take the liberty of renlohjstrating with 
hioi on his conduct^ aidd not coitteiat with 
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fatiguing him with his advice, grew mo/e 

exact than ever in his accompts^ and in 

order to prove how faithfully he discharged 

his trust, he brought him daily, so many 

bills to look over, and papei^ to examine, 

that Monsieur Dlllois could spare no more 

time for them, than to look on the sum 

total, and sign the acquittal; but finding 

that this method, short as it was, became 

very troublesome, he commanded him for 

the future to lay aside even this appearance 

of business, but to take care to procure him 

the sums he drew for, on the best terms 

he could procure it, and for that purpose 

gave him a legal power of selling, nioft- 

gaging, &c. any part of his estate. * By 

this happy regulation, the Marquis '^ was 

exempt from business, and the steward^ 
* . - . 

probably^ found it worth his while to in- 
dulge him in this state of tranquillity. 

m; 3 
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» 

The Marchioness D'lUoit was at, this tlma 
zi strongly attached to her German lover^ 
Duke de Wilcan, as she had a short time 
before been to the country gentleman ; and 
it was more likely to be a lasting passion^ 
since they miiced in every fashionable 
amusement^ joined in every scene of dissH 
patiofii and were never long enough alone 
tp become tired of each other. The 
Duke was particularly ibnd of play, and 
the Marchioness at first pursued it in comh 
pliance with his inclination; hot at last 
it became so habitual, that she was unable 
te live without it^ and spent whole ^ys^ 
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and e^to nights, at whist and pharOi with ali 
the anxiety of a professed gamester. Tba^ 
occasioned so entire achangebothinherper* 
son and disposition, that she became almost 
a different being. She was no longer that 
bewitching charmer, whose vivacity gave 
]ik to the cicde of her friends — whose 
fi^ies were adbmiad with such good humoor 
and api^hllinesS) that th^ were excused 
by the ^y, and met with indolgenoe from 
the wise-^^Sfae now became cajmoious and 

» 

ill<^teniperedy and was never seen to smile 
bdt whetk she was die faiourite of fortius, 
"^bdr ejfSBi which once beamed he^h and 
lilosurey ii^ene becDnia dull, heavy^ and 
hogdid for waht of steeps — and she bore 
the appearance of < that OfrMt <tett|StabIe of 
all characters, a female rake, — the loves and 
graces no longer hovered round • her, but 
affrighted at the change, forsook their 



-"^ 
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dbode^ and left her heart a prey to the. 
demon of avarice. 



« * 
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Th£ Marchioness played one evening so 
very nnsuccessfally that ' she lost, first, two 
hundred loqis^ which she bad in h^r puifse; 
and four hundred more upon honour, which 
unfortunately was to an old man^ a gameM 
stdr by profession ;*T-had if been to ajoiingi 
one,, an easy method of payment might* 
have been proposed, to which a remarkable 
bad run of cards had now and then induced 
Madame D'lllois to accede; though we 
will suppose V6ry contrary to her incli^ 
nation. 
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» 

The money was to be paid the very next 

' f* " * ' « 

morning, arid the day following, the Mar- 

chioness was to hold the pharo bank at her 
own house : she could thefetore think on 
no other expedient than to pawn her jewels 
with an honest Jew^ who was so kind as to 
let her fe^ave on them half what they were 
worth, with this proviso^ that they were 
to be forfeited if not redeemed in eight 
days time; which condition the Marchio- 
ness complied with cheerfully, convinced 
<- . ' • • ♦ 

£hat she should the very next evening \yin 

* . . * ' * - • 

fnuch more than sufficient to take up hef 
diamonds. 
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Fo&TUNB wasy however^ so very unkind to 

■* » • 

Madame D^IUois^ that the next evening 
she lost the whole sum she had so dearly 
purchased of the Jew ; and her jewels^ as 
she had not the least probability of pay- 
ing the money at the expiratioa of the 
time, must of course become the property 
of the ill-favoured descendant of Abraham, 
It might be supposed that the idea of ^rU 
ing with her jewels would have been suffi- 
cient to have reduced to despair, a woman 
animated by the spirit of coquetry, , and 
fond of dress to the most extravagant 
degree; but her passion for play had so 



tbaotbei every oUier, that the bore her 
losfi with the temper of a jhSioec^Wj end 
aeemed only to regret that k was no longer 
in her power to appear at the caid table^ 
which was absohitely impossitde^ ttll she* 
had replenished her porse : and to whom 
could she apply for this purpose ? — Ndt to 
her hufibandy fer she was certain she ^ould 
he refused,— atid as to her lover^ Duke dt 
Wilcan^ he had been the partner in her 
misfortane^ and was to the full as much 
distressed as herself. At last, on a hint 
from Mademoiselle, her suivante, who was 
her confidante, and had a lucrative view in 
the advice she gave her lady, she was pre- 
vailed upon to make application to a finan-^ 
'cier, whose name was Mondor^ a man of 
hnmense wealth, and who had shewn hit 
design^ on her so evidently, soon after she 
waa married^ that being then, at least mora 
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deUcate, if not more prudent, his frightful 
person, and more disagreeable behaviour^ 
qiade her treat him with such evident 
^arks of contempt, that he forbore his 
visits. --f-However, . she now condescended 
t(0 see him immediately, and repented that 
^e had not taken this method before hef 
application to the Jew, as she was certain 
a compliance with the wishes of 'the finan- 
cier would be rewarded with the most un- 
* 

bounded liberality. 
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MoNDOR was a single man of fifty five, the 
boundaries of whose understanding were 
exactly the four first rules in arithmetic ; and 
the two which he chiefly made use. of, were, 
uddilion to his own fortune by subtraction 



fnym that of other people. It might be flaid 
of him, with the greatest propriety, that 
tie was, indeed, (qfid of a figurative mode 
of expression, since he co.ald talk rationally 
on no other subject than that qf^gures. 
He was above six feet in height, long, lean, 
and bony, with a pair of large unmeaning 
grey eyes, which wandered from object to 
object, without 6tie single ray of expre^ 
sion to indicate a latent idea. * He had a 
short nose, and a wide mouth, which 
p^emed ever opening to* sp^k, but still re-: 
mdined half-shut, ps coosqiouspf having 
nothing but absurdities to utter, whilst a 
jbud foolish laugb anitoujiced to J^is unforr 
timate audi^r^ithat tbey iliost[.{n-q)are t0 
ii^ar fiomeilimg yery .'ridiculQiis. ; But in 
bpite of his low' education, and many vui>9 
gar 'peculiarities, Mondor was well rteeived 
\vi! the houses of persons of the first 
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fi»hion, some of whom had rtlort Masonfe 
for sticking the honour of bfe aoqoaf nt* 
ttnce, thdnthe itiere pkilstffe hi^ tociet^ 
could aSbr^ them. 
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08 the receipt of the biiletYroib the MBUe^ 
ebtonetfs, Meviddr dN^ned bhnseHf e» ridhtj^ 
tnpo$8ib1ej and waited oh hei*at'th^ap» 
pointed hour ifritfa h^aite delight i fyr, &i 
Iht had hifitSd'^he had a retpi^ to mak^ 
tfikli wtishis idea of confming a favour^ 
that he oonceiyed «bat ift kf^lled soth % 
kind of aobordinatftm^m'tbe ftiraon w^ 
received i<^ tbat (toy poghteiiil' after to bfc 
at the difipoial of llvoae who had bettowcfd 
it en tbem. From this geanroma mode oC 
fhiaking, he easily guessed Uie intention 
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of Madame I>Bk)id9 and determined to 
moke a mre bargain for himself. 
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In thfB frame of mind he entered the 
apartment of the Mftrchtonessi ^ho was 
drewed in the most degant dishabiltei with 
every advantage art could tiestow, fblly 
resolved that night to iascinate his heait, 
and obtain the fitedom of his strong box. 
She was nettings and half redined on a 
aofa, and on his entrance^ made him the 
most dbKging neproadhes for having been 
so teHg wilhoQt seeing lien to which he 
sttftUired some apologies so ungracefally, 
that the Marchioness would have htughed 
at him if the poverty of her pocket would 
have allowed her ; but as it was, she con*- 
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tented herself with putting an end to them, 
b)' fixing her eyes on her pocket glass. 
" My dear Mondor/' said she, " don't I 
look horribly to-day r — I am so out of hu- 
mour with myself that I .am qljite ugly — 
were you not a peculiar favoQrite, I would 
not have admitted you when I am .so low- 
spirited and so frightfut— but do you know, 
Mondor, that I am the most unfortunate 
creature in the world — ^I am ruined, abso-$ 
tutely ruined. — It is hard to the greatest 
degree, that a woman like me, who has 
ever wished to behave with the utmost pro-, 
priety, should be ruined by play, — ^and by 
po means, through any imprudence, for I 
hate pla^— but one must do somethtng tq 
amuse, and what can be mor^ innocent 
thaa whist or pharo ? — 1 flatter myself, 
Mpndor, that you will be my^ friend 
on this occasion, and lend me thq 
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8um I >Vant at present, to prevent my 
shutting myself up in my own house^ and 
to enable nue to try my fortune at the 
Duchess De***'s assembly — You used^ 
Mondor, to profess yourself willing to 
oblige me, I therefore make this request/ 
relying on your secrecy, and am sure you 
cannot doubt bdt I shall make a point of 
returning it to you,, in a few days, with ten 
thousand thanks/* 
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** I AM very much obliged to you, madam,'* 
rdturned the ungraceful Mondor, <^ but I 
am not to learn at this time what it is to 
lend money to ladies, and that I should 
hereafter be esteemed a very ungenerous 
ci^itor, were I ever in future to hint the 
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smallest Ifppe, of having mine again. 1 
ahail> therefoi% makeyouaftirofibr^ wkh* 
out ceremcmy^ as I sMpoct we uodeiatand 
eocb other — rasolve^ tlwiefarc^ to aubmii 
to the laws I shaU preaetifae ia yoxur bdbar 
viour to mej aod I wiU wtoft my aftrong 
hox ta your disposal, wkhout apectiog 
eyer to b€i reuabursed, aqyi^u^s you baire 
ocoasioa £ar; and if you. should at ai^< 
future time choose to refund the whde, 
or any part^ I shall think the favours 
you have bestowed on me a sufficient 
compensation^ and not charge you a single 
farthing for interest on the sums so bor« 
lowed— but you firown^ aod appesM^ (Ss-* 
plea^d with a prppoQiHon so evidently ta 
your own advafttagei— however^ if yan dft 
ii(Ot think ao^ I have no more to say^ and 
am> your very humble servant'* At thai 
eni nil t^ cttri^iei^ speeeh^ Mondor lese^ 
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tcom bUchairj aud wa» preparing to teave 
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TuovotR the Marchiooesft felt yery fondbljr 
tbe indigmty to wMch she had subjected 
hecsdf, from a man she most heartily 
despised^ yet so desperate was her aitoatkm^ 
that she was ofal^jed to dissemble her indtg^ 
mtion, and request, him to be seated* 
*' You are, most certainly/' satd sh^ affects 
ing to Uusfay and covering her fiiee with; a 
faB> ^^ the moat unaoHMiniable man in the 
world ; for I ideally do not comprehesid yoa 
in the least — let me, therefore, hear what 
it is yoa demand for the price of this ser* 
vice and loan of your money, for you speak 
in so ambiguotts a manser that I cannot 
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even guess."* **Not guess," exdaimed 
Mondor, " can you suppose I mean any 
thing less than the possession of your per- 
son?** " How can you possibly,** re- 
turned the Marchioness, ^^ make so ridi- 
culous a proposition, with so little 
ceremony, to a woman of my rank ; but 
those who mean to serve us are to be 
allowed a few liberties of expression. 
liend me the money, Mondor^ you shall 
visit me as often as you please ; time and 
assiduity, joined to your attentions, may 
make an impression in your favour, and. 
induce me to reward you for your passion.'* 
" These fine promises will not satisfy me,'' ' 
said the financier, '^ I am used to make 
love but ooe way, which is Ihisr-^that I . 
shall either send you two thousand louis 
for 'value received, or else, I am your very 
humble iservant,- and they go to some one 
who will accept them on my terms ; and I 
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dare say it wiff not belong before I dispose 
of them.'* Seeing him so peremptory, 

« 

Madame DlHofe thought proper to con- 
aetit to thrs* arrangemetit ; and as Mondor* 
made a point of supplying her card-purse 
very IfberaBy, she had it in her power to 
play for immense sums, without sustaining 
any inconvenience. 
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Wak was, at this jun<;tufe declared, and 
the friends of Monsieur lyillois, knowing 
his distressed situation, procured him the 
command of a regiment ; and he received 
both his commission aod orders to join 
the corps at the same time. As this was a 
scheme perfectly new, and a plan very drf- 
ferent from any he had hitherto pursued, 

rOL, II. N 
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he accepted it with the same satisfaction 
he would have done any pleasurable excur- 
sion ; - and made the most expensive pre* 
paration for the ornamental part of his 
equipage. He beqx>ke a magnificent tent, 
the furniture of which was elegant to the 
highest degree — built a new travelling 
carriage to contain his bed by night, &c. 
&c. &c. &C. Thus, whilst every essential 
duty was utterly disregarded^ did a mind, 
from infancy accustomed to pay the 
strictest attention to trifles, carry the same 
puerile ideas of vanity, folly, and dissipation 
into the field of glory, death, and danger. 
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But a small inconvenience^ which the 
Marquis had not foreseen, had nearly put 
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a Stop tp Ijljies^. w^rliie^ep^i[q4^i^,the 
ill-bred persons of whom they wen be- 
spoke, expected to receive some sums on 
their former bill before they chose to exe* 
cute further orders. On their making this 
impertinent d^tpand, Mopsieur D*Illoi» 
was obliged to recollect that he had not a 
soffic^ent sun to defray, hk expenses ; . he 
therefore sent'loT I|iv honest stewaid^ and 
confessed tb hiqd his mbarrassmenj^jc but 
the poor^m&n protesting^ to God, with, the 
most' solemn earnestness, theit he had nei- 
ther a louts, ^nbr ev6n the means tisft to 
raise one by ' My < security whatever, the 
Marquis was obliged not to contest the 
poiu(,. least it should reipnid: him of asking 
for the three years salary which was due tb 
him. He therefore dismissed him from 
his presence, and resolved for once to take 
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€lM trouble to endesvoor to procure it fbr 
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* • • 

HJittRe boen Adappolnkedton bis appBite^ 
^Sm tb: Msroral usmiefi^ fetaBMaendfed: tb 
jtini l^ many of his: ia|ili(iiiteni0e^ #ha 

flying thoidselvMj he.^ IcM^h: f»lii$i. otift 
, , pQ(n^a99tQMt:e Jew^ v4)0a taid^g : llift ^tf^ 

«aiice biai; ten tiMuSand brornns rwithouC 

ft 

7|ny bthisf aecunty than his^ bond &r,*J!j^ 

» ''- ;./:'. ' ; •;. ; .Jill oil .f 
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T)|B. Maquis «9ciaed tfb» i^esoenfbnl; of 
MofeB ajyd tbe F^'«^ of e:ffG(tifm^ yet 
lupQ^toi of ikfi twns ^ropoMds wliilffc tht 

^ii): bC) . ^f I am' 4 then ngmt « tUs biMft* 
ilMa fm a &iemi> wfa^ i% you BKWt ijVMft 
•toward 4o, a wHd, dioiipatoc^ extmrogant^ 
Jioupg nobleman^ so mrhotty sDattantire.to 
fatslDvn iffiorsy fluut if he doea but teke 

care to supply him with money for pctetnt 

« 

expenses, his lord will sign any thing, and 
put off all enquiry how it was obtained to 
a future day; — the steward, like a wise man, 
has taken his advantage of the folly of his 
master, and contrived to convey almost the 



whole of his estate into bb own pocket/' 
Monueur Dlllois requested to be inform- 
ed of the name :of the noUeman, that if 

• « • • * • - 

he was one of his own set, he might rally 
hin^on the occasion, as he conceived tlve 

« 

Joke'ta be a very good one : but the Israel* 
4te dssor^d ' him, the name was )i profound 
•ect^t^ even to bim, wh<^ transacted: the 
maLttek*; adding, that he ^bnld have beeii 
above mentioning a syllable* of the' afiair^ 
had liis employer behaired to htim: as Ube* 
rtilly as he ought ; but that of late he was 
jgrown «ctrvery/iMraricious, that he' seemed 
to think the trifle alloMdr bim more than 
his'due. ' 
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As Monsiear lyillois was going down the 
stairs^ very well pleased with having re- 
plenished his purse by merely signing his 
name^ he met a peasant, laden with several 
bags, which appeared to be full of silvef. 
The Marquis at first took no other notice 
of hira than by stopping on the landing- 
place, expecting the countryman to stand 
aside and give him room to pass ; but he^ 

» 

on the contrary, like the ass in the fable^ 
proud of the burden he carried, seemed 
more inclined to dispute the way than 
resign it. This extreme rudeness drew 
the attention of the Marquis, who^ 
looking in his face, instantly recognized 
him for the tenant of one of his principal 
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farms. " Why, Lubin, what the Devil 
brings you here to visit a Jew?** cried 
MoDsieur I>IIlois^ taking hold of his arm. 
" Why, your Honour,** returned the rus- 
ticj ^^ cannot you guesa^ when it is sik 
weeks turned of quacter-dfy ?r--I am never 
long behind hand-^-w I am cooie £br yonr 
^rvice, th9U|;h I did wtf sc^M was you^ 
Qr you shoidd h^s^ bfid tine «(^ tQ ^ 
^pre— b^t »s tp amy one^la^ wbv I ncg^ites^ 

here am h An honest mw fiP^S ^ ^^^ 

* ^, » . • • * •»»■ • • • 

bave worked hard to g^t my mone^ to j^ 

• • • • 

my rjen^— and here i» a fine c}iap coming 
dowB^ who ^as spent bis oigen and bcien to 
borrow other peQples' ;r~*wre I aw^ h^tteir 
tb30 he, ^nd I'll aeKer give m^y to him.--r* 
A'nt I T^hjk^ yoftu: honour^ for I know^ I 
warrant, what trade's drove in thia house, 
when I paid iient here these txfo years i — ^I 
a'nt qywte a patural i»eilJjer."-«-" Rcwt 
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h^e 1'! ex^^iined the JVIarquis^ ^ why mjf 
^war4 doa't live here, booby — wheie 
$houl4 yoia B9^ him but at my ho^el V^ 
J^ Ay, 9y5 but it is alt as one b»'^ I was 
tp ff> iik^v^i' md Lubiq^ ^^ and better too^ 
^ If¥^ it ip a civil; bl0pk-k>ol;iog geii^ 
tl^QSio abpye rtair^j wbo not only gives iM 
y0Mi! ttew#rd'9 receipt r^ady signed, but a 
good bottle of wine into tbe bargain.'^ 
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T»9 Man^uis took the peasant to a iieigh**^ 

bouiipg tavern^ wher^ he found not any 

difficdly to piersuade him that he had an 

undoubted right to neceive his own rent^ 

as he not only gave him a receipt, but as 

much wine as he could drink/ without 

limitting him to a bottle. Monsieur D'lU 

A 3 
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lots was highly delighted that he had de- 
prived his steward of getting a large sum 
of money he fancied himself secure of^ 
and was wise enough to be fully convinced 
or the absolute necessity of parting with 
him immediately : — but habitual indolence 
so far got the better of him^ that> unable 
to take the trouble of settling so compli- 
cated an account^ he contented himself 
with forming the resolution to dismiss him 
on his return from his campaign^ which he 
concluded would not be longer than six 
jnonths ; and concluded that it was better 
to submit to his depredations for so short 
a time,' than to fatigue himself to death 
with business at so important a crisis. 
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The time appointed for the Marquis to 
join his regiment was expired ;. but on a 
proper application to some friends at Ver- 
sailles, he obtained a furlough of six weeks 
to settle his affairsy that is to say» to make 
his appearance at every spectacle in his 
new regimentals — take leave of his friends 
by making a party with each to dine and 
6up together in a tavera — present an ex- 
pensive bijou to each of his mistresses^ 
and receive some trifling trinket in return, 
as a gagi d'amitie^ from women whom hp 
never desired to see again. Having thus 
pjuH, in the politest manner, the devoirs he 
conceived due to society, the evening be- 
fore he Set out he sent to desire permis* 
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4 

sion to take leave of the Marchioness in 
her own apartment; who, as she well. 
knew every particular of her bdiaviour on 
so trying an occasion, would be the subject 
td public conversation, prepared to receive 
him with all the etiquette of sighs and 
Jlear^y and paid soch strict attentioa to pro 
prietv, that she feinted as he was preparing 
to quit her ; for the delicacy of her feeling, 
and the exquisite sensibility of her mind, 
rendered her wholly unable to bear the 
absence of a husband only for jsix months, 
whom she had not seen but in public 
during the last eleven. The melancholy 
sight of her distress so aflfected the jVIar«* 
quiS) that he sighed aloud, and, unable to 
stay till she recovered, left her to the care 
of her women — whom he conjured to say 
every t/iing that tould possibly mitigate her 
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MiTYMi^-^kissed her iMmd— and fekired jM 

^ti/» ancit spend the night with Julia. 
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Thb day ^vm6d, and ,tbe fun arose with 

more th»i usual, bright oesa to light the 

* 

gay ZXIlloia to the field of glory; bis 
equipage and retinue came to the door at 
$ix exactly— ^but he did Qot rise till half 
' past twelve-~at three got into his carriage^ 
and set out for the camp, yet wilUogi after 
thQ examples of Agamemnon and AchilleSy 
to interweave the myrtle with the laure}^ 
he carried his Julia along with him, whcm 
he fixed in a neat little apartment in a vil- 
lage two leagues from the camp, by which 
means he had an opportunity to see or 
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hear from the object of his tenderness 
every day. 
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We will grant time to Monsieur Dlllois 
to display the brilliancy of his magnificent 
preparations to the astonished soldiers, and 
see what passed at Paris, that fortunate 
city, where pleasures are as numerous in 
time of war, as in the midst of the calm 
delights of peace. The Marchioness re- 
covered from her fainting at a proper time- 
recovered her spirits with due decorum— 
and, as soon as it was consistent with de* 
cency, forgot the absence of her husband, 
and received her lovers as usual. The 
Duke De Wilcan was still the avowed fa* 
vourite, yet. many others, in turn, had rea- 



y 
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sdn to boast' of' so itnportant a conquests 
But a fatal' event had nearly put an end to 
a life so useful to society ; for Madame 
I>IIlois5 having heated herself extrenrjely 
by dancing at a ball, imprudently drank a 
large quantity of iced lemonade^ which 
threw her into so violent a fever, that her 
life was for many days despaired of; and, 
during the few hours in the day that she 
retained her senses, the conviction of her 
danger made so strong an impression on 
her mind, that she never suffered her phy- 
sician or confessor to leave the room, and 
all her moments were constantly employed 
either in swallowing remedit- s, or confessing 
her sins. Tlie goodness 6t her constitu- 
tion, and the skill of the doctor, enabled 
her to support her disorder for one-and- 
twenty da}^s, when the fever coming to a 
&vourable crisis, slie was pronounced out 
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of danger. When, howi^ver, on her recor 
very, she beheld in the glass ]i^r emaciated 
form — ^her hollow eyes — and herself abso* 
lately looking old, at an age ivhich oug^t, 
in the oourse of natare, to be that of 
Wooming beauty, she became imconsolablej 
4nd ^^x^tremely religious, that die deter- 
inined to forego all pleasures s^e ba4 bi% 
t^ierto S9 es^erly p^sued — retke from (he; 
Vorld«^-wd live a life of exen^l»ry 4^v^ 
tion. 
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DuftiNO the time of the illness of Ms^^ 
dame Plllpis, the Baron D'Urbin became 
so extremely enamoured of the beauty, of 
«ne of her attendants, that he scarce evef 
quitted her apartment ; and so unwearied 
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were hU assiduities, aifd to constant bi^ 
vieits, that all Pari3» igxKMant of the mo*- 
tive which induced him to 3pep4 ^o muah 
tune at the hotel D'llloi^, pronpm^ped him 
the best of hihers. 
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T»9 girl oa whom he had fixed ha^ 3&0 
t^oas^ wa% with all th^ appearance 6f iono^ 
oeocej mpte than a i»atch i«! deceit and 
artifice lor the old i^aroa. Sim vwaa the 
daughter of a n)3n whose name was Mo* 
rambert, who kept a g^ing table in Bru3* 
aek, but was one evening run through the 
body by 91^ officer who detected him cheair , 
ing at play: — ^her mother had been 411 
actress ii^ her yoiMb, and had taught her 
daughter every kind oH sjtratagein^ either 
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to captivate an husband^ or obtain an 
handsome settlement from some of the 
young men who frequented their house. 
Many were the hopes she had formed^ 
when the misfortune of the father put a 
atop to her career for the present. Soon 
after that event, Madame ]Vf ofambert came 
to Paris, and set up a millener's shop, in 
which the daughter assisted ; but the mo- 
ther dying soon after, the poor girl entered 
into the service of the Marchioness ; and, 

» • 

observing the penchant of the Baron, 
played off all • her artillery against him. 
He was so delighted with the modesty of 
her appearance, and the insinuating humi- 
lity of her behaviour, and above all, the 
unbounded affection she, with blushes, ac* 
knowledged he had inspired her with, that 
he obliged her to quit the service of his 
daughter, and retire to a lodging he had 
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provided ; where he determined, by every 
means in his power, to subdue the stub- 
born virtue he believed she posseissed :^ 
but, falKng in every attempt — and finding 
the 'fa^ir one deaf to all his ardent profes- 
sions, and that she was so enraged at his 
ofifer of a large settlement, that she re- 

r • 

sdlved to retire to a convent to avoid him-^ 
he Was so fully convinced of the severity 
of her virtue, that, in spite of her gene-* 
rous representations, hotv greatly he de- 
^tnded' himself by such an alliance^ he one 
evening obliged her to accept a contract 
of marriage. 



; FOLLY CCLXXVII. 

In order- to begin with propriety the plan 
of devotion adopted by the Marchioness 
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« ■ * « 

D'lllois, it became necessary to m^ke great 
alteration both in her dress and msmner of 

» - ■ 

life ; but very unfortunately for ber fathi^ 
confesfor, who would uDdQubtedly^ hav^ 
rejoiced greatly over a saint of his ovf^ 
makings the black dress of a devotee set 
off the charma of the Marcfaipne^s ^7 

« 

tremely, and shewed the dieUcacy pf h/^ 
complexion to advantage : — the long sUevj^ 
gave an additional grace to the beauty of 
her hand — whilst the dpse cap seeoned t9 
be worn to ^ep those tresses within pro* 
per bounds^ which weK too luxuriant to b^ 
confined by art — and the neat, plain^^ £\^ 
gant slipper indicated) ^that so pretty a foot 
could please without ornament. Add to 
this, that good hours had in great part re- 
stored her beauty, and recovered her enr 
bon-point ; and it will then be easily con- 
ceived that she was becoEie evop morQ 



rASHtOKAliLE FOLLIES. 285 

jtttfafctive than Wofe, and as much a co- 
quette as eVei-, 



r 



FOLLY CCLXXVIIL 

The sudden conversion of the Marchio- 
ness soon became the universal topic of 
conversation in all polite circles, — the wo- 
men ridiculed her dress — the men defended 
it, because it became her — - the ladies 
tliougtit her perfectly right to renounce 

her lovers, because they were now in hopes 

' II " ... - 

<o (engage their attention i — the men^ on 

the contrary, declared her exceedinglj 

wrong, as they thought her too beautiful ti^ , 

iiiisii her virtuous \ and whilst every man qf 

ta^te made it a point to pervert the lovely 

devotee, many even of her- old Ibvers 

found 'in lier change of conduct all the 
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channs of novelty, , and returned to her 
with eagerness : — ^amongst these were the 
volatile Viscount De TEncluse. The pro- 
vincial gentleman, whose . law-suit being 
decided in hi» favour, was come to live in 
Paris, so much improved by an acquain- 
tanpe with the world, that he could now 

4 

carry on an intrigue with all the appearance 
of passion, without either affection or ^ 
esteem, and break off with the same strng, 
froid which had before so much surprised 

him. The Marchioness and he had re- 

\ ■ ■ 

newed their acquaintance, and she was 
once more on good terms with him, with 
the financier Mondor,, and the <:onstaht - 
Duke de Wilcan likewise. — These were all 
favoured by turns with so much mystery, 
that eaoh believed himself the only happy 
man\ whilst, her days being devoted to 
exercises of devotion, she wore such an • 
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appearance* of virtue in her deportment^ 
that the tongue of malice and envy, did not 
dare to pronounce her an hypocrite. . 
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The extreme coldness and affected reserve 
ivith which the Marchioness was obliged 
publicly to treat her lovers^ was very mor-. 
tifying to their vanity; for though she 
possessed a sufficient degree of art to per- 
suade each that he was the only favourite^ 
jet they began to be weary of a connec* 
tion which could never add to their repu- 
tation in affairs of gallantry ; and though 
each would have been proud to have boast- 
ed that he held the devotee captive^ yet a 
conquest that was ever to remain ^ secret^^ 
lost more than half its charms;— but an 



imexpected circumstance brought at once 
her private conduct to lights and fnade 
Madame DUIois appear as despicable as 
she deserved. 
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A CB AT ArNfinanciei^ entertained one even- 
itrg at supper several IdVers of the Mar- 
chioness. He hady by chance, assembled 
the Duke De Wilcan, the Viscount De 
FEncluse, the Provincial, and the financier 
Mondor. After supper, amidist a variety 
of conversation on different subjects, such 
as the theitfe — waistcoats — actresses — 
doge— plames — shoes— canes — horses, &c. 
a dispute arose, what soft of women could 
longest engage the affections of n lover ? 
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The financier, at whose house they were, 
frankly declared, that as he never met 
with afiection from any^'oman who did 
not expect him to pay for it, he preferred 
the opera girl to the Countess. *^A11 
ihen, however,'' cried the indiscreet -Vis- 
count, " are not obliged to purchase their 
attachments; for, give me leave to tell 
you, that the life of an amour is mys- 
tery; — for texample, now, that of a de- 
votee.*' — ^' A devotee!'' exclaimed the 
Duke De Wilcan. " Ay ;" returned De 
rEncluse, " but observe, that I only men- 
tion it in confidence, when I declare, upon 
my honour, that the loveliest woman in 
Paris divides her heart between me and 
you II. o 
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Heaven/' — " And her name/' said the 

Duke, with emotion, ** is, *^ *^ Oh ! 

a profound secret ;" answered he, *^ suffice 
it to say that the husband of my Lucreti^ 
16 in the army/ " I guess your heroine,*' 
laid De Wilcan, with a smile of contempt; 
^* come, come, own it is the Marchioness 
D'Hlois."— « Well/' said the Viscount, 
*^ you have guessed it right — but, do me 
justictf— I did not tell — but how the Devil 
came you to think so ?" 
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'i 

** Because," returned the Duke, '^ I have 
the honour of sharing with you, it seems, 
the heart and person of that amiable 
lady/' 
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"^* To affect discretion would be now a 
folly ;'' interrupted the Provincial ; ** I 
have been eqirijly deceived, for I declare 
that I am distinguished by Madame Dll- 
lois in a manner which I did not conceive 
any other man could boast." 



/ 
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^^ You may all boast of what you please, 
gentlemen;" cried the financier Mondor, 
" but, I believe none of you at this mo- 
ment can say, they either do, or have paid 
half as much money to that lady as I have 
done/' 

62 
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" Wbll/' said the Viscount, *^ since it is 
evident we have all been equally deceived 
by her — let us, I say, make it equally a 
point to be revenged on so consummate an 
hypocrite.** This motion was approved 
unanimously, and the Duke De Wilcan, 
* with all the phlegmatic coolness oF a Ger-' 
man, promised, that if they would rely 
upon him, their wishes should be gratified, 
and the Marchioness sufficiently punished 
for the duplicity of her conduct 



FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 999 



FOLLY CCLXXXVL 

Madame D'Illois, far from suspecting the 
combination against her, was, at this time, 
involved in some domestic concerns, which 
were very unexpected, and which took up 
her whole attention. As she was dressing 
very early one morning, in order to attend a 
very agreeable preacher, the Baron D'Urbia 
entered her apartment, and presenting to 
her a. young person, dressed with the ut- 
most magnificence, ** Embrace, Madam,^* 
said he, " your mother, and my wife — for- 
get what she was — her beauty and virtue 
have raised her to what she is/* The 
Marchioness was infinitely surprised and 
shocked to recognize her servant in her 
new relation ; l)ut recovering herself, re^* 
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fleeted in an instant^ that the affairs of the 
Marquis were in so precarious a state^ that 
it was not improbable she might soon be in-' 
debted to her father for her future sub- 
sistcnce. She therefore took the new- 
made Baroness round the neck, wished her 
joy of her dignity, and assured her of 
her love and affection; whilst old Monsieur 
D'Urbin, delighted with the behaviour of 
his daughter, presented her with a diamond 
ring, and an order on his banker for a con- 
siderable sum of mdney. He then set ofF 
with his bride, and a grand retipae, for hi« 
chateau in the country. 
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That day proved to be a day of events to 
Madame D'lHoi?^. for the Baron could not 
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have proce^ed many miles on his journey 
before an express came from the army, 
which brought to the Marchioness the 
melancholy news of the death of the Mar- 
quis Dlllois^ who had been killed in a duel 
by a general officer two days before. 
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The letter brought the following ac- 
count. — Soon after the Marquis arrived 
at the army, he formed an acquaintance 
with a general officer, and they became, in 
^ very short time, the most intimate friends. 
Monsieur DUlois, however, knowing that 
he was a man of gallantry, and that Julians 
fidelity was not to be greatly relied on, 
kept, with unaccustomed prudence, both his 
mistress and her abode from his know- 
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ledge ; bot the general had a servant, whose 
only merit was such kind of discoveries, 
and this man not only found ou4: the whole 
secret, but carried several letters, and con- 
trived matters so well, that Julia received 
several visits from his master without the 
least suspicion. 
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But, unfortunately one night, when the 
Marquis was on duty, and the lovers 
thought themselves very secure. Monsieur 
Dlllois got a brother officer to take his 
sash, and, there being a beautiful moon, 
resolved to visit Julia by way of an agrees 
able surprise. 
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The Marquis, to his great astonishment^ 
found his fair one at supper with his Ge* 
neraly enfamille ; — a magnificent present he 
bad brought her lay on one chair, and his 
rohe de chamhre and night-cap on another. 
Enraged at the perfidy of his mistress, and 
at finding himself so evidently the dupe of 
his pretended friend, he upbraided her with 
ingratitude, threw the present out of the 
window, and even struck Julia several 
times. The general stood by a calm spec- 
tator of his rage, but the Marquis in rush- 
ing by him out at the door, unfortunately 
trod upon his toe— provoked at the indig- 
nity, he demanded instant satisfaction. — 

D'lUois disdained to make any concession — 

o3 
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caught up his sword, which hung in the 
room, and they went out together imme- 
diately. 
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In sullen silence they walked some paces 
from the village — both drew at the same , 
instant, and the Marquis having given bi» 
antagonist two slight woui:id8, was run 
through the body. The General had the 
humanity to send some peasants to bis^ 
assistance, and they carried , bim to hit 
tent, where he died in half an hour, yet 
lived long enough generously to declare 
himself the aggressor. So that his adVer- 
sary had not nny bad^ consequences to 
dread. Indeed, the death of the unfortu*- 
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nate Marijuis rather added to than dimi- 
nished the reputation of his antagonist. 
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Julia returned directly to Pari^ dievved 
herself at every spectade^ more adorned 
atid admired than ever ; for what fashion- 
able man would not wish to be noticed by 
the beauty for whom Dlllois lost his life? — 
Thus she bloomed for a short time in the 
g2Ly parterre of dissipation^ till unfortunately 
falling m love with a gamester, he stripped 
her of her ill-acquired riches ; and^ after 
experiencing various wretchedness, this 
celebrated beauty died in a garret, without 
a friend or lover (o lament ben 
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The Marchioness was at first really shocked 
at the unexpected death of Monsieur 
D'lllois — and had him buried with great 
magnificence ; — after which ceremony, his 
creditors seized all they could for payment 
while his widow consoled herself with a 
large jointure, and declared she should not 
pay any debts he had contracted. Scarce 
bad she received compliments of con- 
dolence, before she one evening received a 
note from her lover, the Duke de Wilcan, 
In which he conjured her to wave the deli- 
cacy of her present situation, and to devote 
some hours to love and his society, and to 
come immediately to his petite maison, 
.about three miles from Paris, as he had 
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something of the utmost consequence to 
impart, which he should have waited on 
her to acquaint her with, did not decency 
forbid him to be seen going into her house. 
Madame D'lllois was long undetermined 
how to act, but at last her evil genius sug- 
gested to her, that the Duke's affection for 
her was such, that it was not at all impro*' 
bable he should make her an offer of his 
hand. — Shcj therefore, judged it prudent 
to comply with his wishes, as her vanity 
would not only be extremely flattered by 
her becoming a Duchess, but it would en- 
able her once more to enter the world, and 
with some kind of propriety, in another 
kingdom, and lay aside a character of 
which she was become weary. Full of 
these imaginary prospects, she ordered a 
Jlacre^ and informed her servants she was 
going to visit a distressed family, to whom 
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she wished her rank to be secret, and 
should therefore go unattended; and should 

. afterwards visit the Abbess of , where 

she should spend the night. She then ap- 
pointed her carriage to be at the convent 
gate at Qopn the following day, if she did 
not return before. Having thus taken 
every proper precaution, to baffle suspicion, 
she threw herself into the coach, and, whea 
at some little distance, ordered the coach- 
man to drive to the Duke's petite maison 
with all possible expedition. 
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The Duke received the Marchioness as 
might be expected : they supped with the 
utmost gaiety, and, daring the repast, she 
had ^w^ry reason to hope her ambition 



FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. SOS 

would be amply gratified. At length, 
Madame D'lllois proposed to return home— • 
the Duke urged her to stay all night — she 
represented the impropriety of such con- 
duct^ — but importunity and inclination pre- 
vailed over the decency of widowhood.— 
She then retired to rest, and the Duke 
promised to follow after having written a 
letter, which he was obliged to send ofF to 
Versailles that evening. When she enteied 
her chamber, she found on her toilette a 
very elegant dishabille, ornamented in the 
highest style that fashion itself could de- 
vise. — Slie hesitated whether she should 
accept it — but charmed vi^ith the attention 

ft 

and magnificence of her lover, joined to a 
presumption that it would become her ex^ 
tremeli/, she deterrtiined to gratify his 
wishes and her own vanity, by adorning 
herself in a manner sa unbecoming either 



S04 FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 

the recent widow of Dlllois, or the pro- 
fessed devotee. 
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She had hardly completed her toilette 
before the Dake entered the apartmentj 
and he had scarce expressed his admiration 
of the additional graces she received from 
his present, before the door flew open, and 
in rushed the Viscount, the country gen- 
tleman, and the financier, whose shouts of 
laughter, and ironical compliments^ on the 
situation in which they found her, suffici- 
ently cpnvinced the Marchioness that she was 
betrayed. Ready to sink with confusion, 
she covered her face with both her hands^ 
and burst into a flood of tears ; — but, on 
hearing the Duke join with the rest in 
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some allosion to the well-known story of 
the Ephesian matron — despair gave her 
words^ and she loudly assured them^ an in- 
sult to a woman of her rank should not go 
unpunished. Their laughter increased 
with her threats; and each, having by 
turns upbraided her with her hypocrisy, 
perfidy, and ingratitude, they at last suf- 
fered hei; to retire in the coach in which 
she came, which they had the precaution to 
retain for that purpose ; but not only mali- 
ciously opposed the Marchioness from 
again putting on her weeds to return home— ^ 
but determined to keep her mourning habit 
as a trophy of the complete victory they 
had thus obtained. 
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SviEiTLBSSy dejected, and miserable to thor 
last degree, the unhappy Marchioness ar- 
rived at Paris -where the expressions of 
astonishment the servants made use of at 
seeing her return in a dress so different^ 
from that in which she went out, and sp 
uncommon in her present circumstances^ 
filled her with rage, and threw her into 
agonies not far from madness. — She con* 
tiilued thus the whole, night, to the con- 
sternation of the whole family, who, not 
being able to form any positive oJ)inion, 
wearied themselves in vain endeavours to 
alleviate her sufferings. When she be- 
came more calm^ reflection increased her 
despair, and convinced Madame Dlllois, 



n 
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that the following day she would become 
the jest of all Paris ; ske therefore deter- 
mined to take refuge in the retirement of 
a convent. 



END OF VOL. II. 
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